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The first anniversary of Hur-
r icane Katr ina may be of
minor significance to some
around our state, but to
those who are still strug-
gling to bring some sem-
blance of normalcy to their
lives, it is a day to stop and
consider what still needs to
be done as they redefine
“normal” each and every day.
Our communities are rebuilding
as are our libraries. It does
not surprise us to find that
just as evacuees over-
whelmed libraries to communicate with
loved ones and to gather information
immediately after the hurricane, they are
still looking to their local libraries each
and every day. While the circulation of
books and materials may be down, circu-
lation of information and communication,
as well as stories shared, is up. The Inter-
net has proven to be the medium of
necessity for these needs. Some libraries
have not reopened yet; some are serving
their communities out of trailers or book-
mobiles. And while librarians and staff
themselves have been affected by this
destructive storm, most have done what
they always do – provide excellent library
service to their communities as they all
rebuild.

“Libraries Help Re-Build Communi-
ties” is the theme of our 2006 Annual
Conference, which will be held in Tunica,
October 24-27, 2006. Check the MLA
Web site, http://www.misslib.org/activi-
ties/conf/index.php, or elsewhere in this
issue for more information, and please
make plans to attend. This year’s confer-
ence has something for everyone. From
adaptive technology to encouraging teen
use of libraries, from lessons learned from
Katrina to wireless connectivity, and from
babies to book clubs, you will find pro-
grams to suit every interest. Of course,
there will be CEU’s available. Just be sure

to check the program and
make certain you sign in
when attending. In addition
to the serious programs,
you will also find programs
loaded with fun.

The MLA Executive
Board voted to provide
free advance registra-

tion for MLA members

from the three coastal coun-
ties. Meals and lodging are the

responsibility of the regis-
trant. Anyone failing to reg-
ister in advance by the

deadline must pay the regular, on-site reg-
istration fee. The hotel and conference
center are a short bus ride from the casi-
no. We are looking forward to a bigger,
better annual conference this year. Much
appreciation goes to all who are duplicat-
ing programs they made last year or who
are creating new programs for us this
year. We look forward to meeting new
friends, greeting old friends, learning, vis-
iting, and enjoying our profession this
October in Tunica.

It was my pleasure to attend the Open-
ing General Session of the recent ALA
Conference in New Orleans and to repre-
sent the state of Mississippi in accepting a
check for $50,000 from donations made
through ALA and a check for $7,500
from the Illinois Library Association (see
News Briefs in this issue for pictures). As
we did during National Library Week in
April, we plan to present additional
checks resulting from continued dona-
tions to the affected libraries during the
upcoming MLA conference. The
“Rebuild Mississippi Libraries” Fund is
also still accepting donations. Please see
the MLA Web site for more information.

As we work toward rebuilding our
libraries and our communities, we will
continue to work together; I hope to see
you in Tunica! �
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Elizabeth Stephan
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Business Reference Librarian
J. D. Williams Library

The University of Mississippi

How do you define a disaster? An
emergency? A catastrophe? There are as
many different ways as there are different
types of disasters and catastrophes. Last
fall, August 29th, to be exact, the state of
Mississippi was hit by Hurricane Katrina
and it was a disaster, an emergency, and
a catastrophe. How do you cope with a
major disaster? How do you recover?
When it’s a personal or family emergen-
cy, friends and family rally around you to
help – that is what I have learned this
month. When it’s a regional or statewide
disaster, everyone from neighbors to
strangers from around the nation pitches
in to help – that is what we learned in the
last year. In this issue of Mississippi
Libraries, we look at the year after Katri-
na.

Peggy Price is Head of Special Collec-
tions and the chair of the Disaster Pre-
paredness Committee at the University of
Southern Mississippi. In her article,
“Depends on What You Mean by Disas-
ter?,” Price looks at how the university
weathered the storm. Like many, she
thought she knew how to prepare for a
hurricane, but Katrina was not a typical
hurricane. She discusses the aftermath

and what was really lost during Katrina.
Iris Collins, School Media Specialist at

Anniston Avenue Elementary School in
Gulfport, recounts what it was like after
Katrina in her article, “Consequences of
Katrina.” Anniston Avenue Elementary
School opened for classes the beginning
of October but there wasn’t a library. And
then they started to receive books, but
they still didn’t have a library. Collins
describes how she and the students
worked together to manage the book
donations they received from all over the
country, and how she was able to main-
tain a circulating collection without an
OPAC. 

One group that is often overlooked
during a disaster is those with disabilities.
In their article, “Katrina Blew in and the
House did Not Fall,” Rahye Puckett,
Director, and John L. Whitlock, Patron
Services Director at the Blind and Physi-
cally Handicapped Library in Jackson,
discuss how BPHLS was able to reach
their patrons affected by Hurricane Katri-
na. 

In “Katrina: One Year Later,” we look
at where those libraries featured in “Hurri-
cane Katrina Damage: A Summary” (Mis-
sissippi Libraries, Winter 2005) are
today. Many have been able to recover
fully while others are providing services
from temporary buildings. 

The fall issue is also the conference
issue. In this issue you will find the con-

ference registration form, hotel informa-
tion, as well as the conference program.
The program and form can also be found
on the MLA Web site at http://www.
misslib.org/activities/conf/index.php. It
will be nice to see everyone in Tunica,
especially since we weren’t able to con-
vene in Vicksburg last year. 

We have an extended News Briefs sec-
tion this issue. A lot has been going on in
the last few months, especially with ALA
being in New Orleans. As Susan men-
tions in her column, the Mississippi
Library Association has been the recipient
of donations from several different associ-
ations. Pictures of Susan accepting the
checks from ALA and the Illinois Library
Association can be found in News Briefs. 

The winter issue of Miss iss ippi
Libraries will focus on archives and spe-
cial collections in Mississippi. If you have
an idea or suggestion for an article,
please contact me (estephan@olemiss.
edu) or assistant editor Lauren Young
(lmyoung@rowland.umsmed.edu). 

On a personal note, I  wasn’t as
involved with this issue as normal. Due to
a family emergency I had to return to my
home state of Iowa for a week. Thank
you to everyone, especially assistant edi-
tor Lauren Young and copyeditor/
business manager Tisha Zelner, for step-
ping in when I wasn’t able to. �

Recovering from Disaster

Join MLA!
Fill out and return the membership card located on the inside back 
cover of Mississippi Libraries and be a part of the ever continuing 

promotion of libraries throughout Mississippi.



Mississippi Libraries Vol. 70, No. 3, Fall 2006 Page 56

Peggy Price
Head, Special Collections

The McCain Library & Archives
The University of Southern Mississippi

Abstract

When Hurricane Katrina moved disaster
from textbook to reality, Peggy Price,
Special Collections Librarian at the Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi, learned
first hand what worked and what didn’t.
Price shares which preparations were
realistic and worked, which ones needed
work, and reflects on the perspective she
gained in the aftermath of a disaster that
was ultimately measured in lives lost, not
materials lost. 

Planning for Theoretical Disasters

As chair of my library’s Disaster Pre-
paredness Committee and Head of Spe-
cial Collections, hurricanes make me
understandably nervous. I worry more
about our irreplaceable manuscripts of
children’s books like A Wrinkle in Time
and Curious George than my own pos-
sessions. I imagine the roof peeling off of
the building or windows blowing out one
after another and rain destroying the
entire documentary history of my Univer-
sity. Visions of water cascading into our
first-floor storage and soaking an entire
run of St. Nicholas Magazine keep me on
edge when the weather alerts show up on
the Internet, the familiar cone shape of the
hurricane’s estimated path stretching
toward Mississippi, maybe Hattiesburg.

In August 2005, I thought I knew how
to plan for a disaster. After six years at the
McCain Library & Archives at the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi, I was sort of
used to the routine. My library maintains a
disaster plan, a good plan, updated regu-
larly and kept in binders in every depart-
ment, plus an electronic version on the
library’s internal Web page. The Disaster
Preparedness Committee (DPC) reviews
the plan. Committee members attend
SOLINET workshops, check flashlight
batteries and supplies, and develop edu-

cational and appropriate activities for the
committee throughout the year. When
hurricanes threaten the Mississippi Gulf
Coast, the DPC transforms into the Disas-
ter Response Action Team (DRAT) and
we all spring into action like librarian
super-heroes. Blinds are closed, materials
moved away from windows. We cover
special collections ranges in plastic and
move exhibit cases to the center of the
rooms and remove art from the walls. We
keep emergency numbers in our pockets.
We hope we won’t need them.

When Ivan was on his way in 2004,
DRAT and Special Collections took prop-
er precautions, going through the drill
described above. He swung to the right
just before landfall and spared Mississippi
altogether. Hurricane Dennis looked to be
headed our way in July of 2005, but
south Mississippi ended up with dry, gor-
geous sunny skies instead. By the time
Hurricane Katrina posed an imminent
threat to Mississippi, with mandatory
evacuations across the coastal counties,
DRAT and Special Collections personnel
were on top of our preparedness game. 

August 28 was a Sunday. Hattiesburg,
about sixty miles inland, was a convenient
destination for those escaping the predict-
ed Category 5 hurricane. Evacuees from
further south continued to stream through
the city while residents bought water and
canned goods and filled bathtubs and cov-
ered windows. Library department heads,
DRAT, and folks from Special Collections
called one another on cell phones and
rushed around the libraries performing the
same activities we had done several times
before, but this one, we decided as the
weather began to change, looked serious.
The projected path sent Katrina up the
center of the state, right over our heads. 

We did all we could do to prepare the
library before tending to our personal
lives, and fortunately, our collections were
spared. In retrospect, I see that I was
always preparing for some idea of a disas-
ter. Although I was trained in preservation
and participated in many hands-on recov-

ery workshops where we learned how to
deal with wet and soiled books and pho-
tographs, I assumed too much. I assumed
I would have water, access to a generator,
access to fuel for the generator, access to
communication devices, access to the
library! I knew how to prepare, I knew
how to recover, but I did not how to get
across town after one hundred mile per
hour winds knocked down every other
tree in the area and blocked ninety per-
cent of the city’s streets. 

Aftermath

The weather was extremely dry, but
hot. There was no electricity, no water,
and very few streets were passable in cars
because of the thousands of fallen trees.
Most people got out and walked. Some
landlines were functioning, but in-state
calls returned busy signals. Cell phone
service was patchy; mine did not work at
all. I made it to McCain Library and
prowled around in the dark checking on
the stacks. But for a couple of leaky win-
dows, everything looked fine. Meanwhile,
the situation in town grew desperate and
confusing. Local radio stations were
down. Without a battery-powered televi-
sion, it was impossible to know what was
happening, what had happened, what was
going on. Businesses and homes were
wrecked. Trees had smashed cars and
roofs. The new precious commodities
were gasoline, ice, and water. At some
point I was able to drive to the newspaper
facility and pick up a Hattiesburg Ameri-
can. It was announced that the University
of Southern Mississippi would be closed
until September 6 (later moved to the
twelfth). Through the newspaper and the
cable radio in my parent’s SUV, I began
to finally accept the enormity of the disas-
ter. This was beyond disaster; this was
catastrophe.

As it turned out, my collections made it
through just fine, but there were certainly
larger issues demanding attention, like the
whereabouts and safety of my colleagues.
The size and scope of this disaster were

Depends on What You 
Mean by “Disaster”
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difficult to absorb. Most of us had no
CNN, no Internet, no images beyond
those we were able to view ourselves
around town until the newspaper began
circulating again. While I was trained to
focus on protecting and recovering my
collections, if there had been damage,
what priority should the materials take in
the face of such a large-scale human cri-
sis? A man in Hattiesburg shot and killed
his own sister for a bag of ice. Would we
really allocate precious fuel (if we could
find it) for generators to power up the
AC? Clean books with scarce water?
Even devote time to address damaged
materials when families were in desperate
straits? I think not. No, I know not. Katri-
na taught us many lessons about actual
vs. theoretical disasters, and in reality,
people come first.

Lessons Learned

Our disaster plan is a fine plan, as long
as we acknowledge that there are serious
and important limitations. Katrina chal-
lenged the Disaster Preparedness Com-
mittee’s concept of what “disaster” really
means. In our first post-hurricane DPC
meeting, we determined that our plan is
perfect for a disaster that targets the
library and only the library. A broken
pipe, sure, we can handle that. Leaks and
floods? We got those covered. When the
entire infrastructure of the city and a large
portion of the state cave in, we need to

keep the situation in perspective. 
First of all, none of us may be able to

get to the library for a variety of reasons.
Even if we are able, access to campus
could possibly be forbidden for longer
than the crucial forty-eight hours, as it
was at USM’s Gulf Park site. Second,
once we arrive, the magical generator
power and water may not materialize.
Third, local companies with extra freezer
space might not have power either – if
they are even still standing. And lastly, in
the face of a major catastrophe, even
recovery companies like Blackmon Moor-
ing become overloaded and might not get
to our library anytime soon. 

Challenges inspired creative solutions
and possibilities from the DPC. For
example, communication was the central
problem in the aftermath of Katrina. We
discussed the idea of a “disaster buddy,”
that is, another library in a distant state
that might operate as a message center.
We are currently developing this concept.
Another communication tool is a simple
one: a message board at the back of the
library for those of us who visit campus, if
we are able, after a storm. 

New Strategies

Perhaps the most promising outcome
from Hurricane Katrina is the connection
forming across Mississippi organizations
and institutions that are entrusted with
protecting the state’s cultural resources.

Leadership from the Mississippi Humani-
ties Council, Mississippi Library Commis-
sion, Mississippi Arts Commission, and
the Mississippi Department of Archives
and History began the conversation and
opened up meetings to representatives
from across the cultural heritage land-
scape. Librarians, artists, archivists, cura-
tors, and others are hoping to combine
fiscal and intellectual resources to address
future disasters. 

I am optimistic and excited about the
potential for a Cultural Heritage Disaster
Network in Mississippi. Such a group
could lobby for collaborative, state-of-the-
art storage facilities with conservation labs
at key geographic locations. Proper cli-
mate control and storage space are luxu-
ries many cultural heritage institutions did
not enjoy enough of, if at all, even before
Katrina. Together we might invest in
freezer trucks, contracts with recovery
companies, disaster training, and other
mutually beneficial projects. Further,
those generous and kind professionals
from other areas who travel to Mississippi
to assist with cultural heritage recovery
would have a central point of contact for
needs assessment information, support,
and directions. Stay tuned for more activi-
ty on this front as we all get our opera-
tions back up and running, update our
disaster plans, and prepare for the next
season. �
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Consequences of Hurricane Katrina
Iris Collins

School Media Specialist
Anniston Avenue Elementary School

Abstract

Hurricane Katrina destroyed Anniston
Avenue Elementary School’s library on
August 29, 2005. This article is a brief
overview of how Iris Collins, elementary
school librarian at Anniston Avenue, and
the students dealt with the consequences
of Katrina. Following Katrina, classes
resumed on October 3. With the help of
generous donors, the destroyed collec-
tion was rebuilt and with the help of stu-
dents, the collection was organized.

What is a librarian to do with chil-
dren arriving only five weeks after Hur-
ricane Katrina struck and no library or
library collection? She is rescued by
strangers. After Katrina’s destruction
was broadcast nationwide, readers
across the country replaced the collec-
tion of Anniston Avenue Elementary
School. As soon as phone service was
restored, the phone began to ring as
generous readers from across the Unit-
ed States called to alert us to the
impending arrival of donated books.
Readers of all walks of life: parents,
retired teachers, Boy Scouts, Girls
Scouts, church groups, school librari-
ans, teachers, businesses, and so many
others, could not bear to think of a stu-
dent body without books. Boxes and
boxes of books were shipped via UPS
and the U.S. Postal Service, delivered in
person, “hitch-hiked” with the innumer-
able church volunteers, and transported
by eighteen-wheelers.

We received hundreds of boxes of
books but had nowhere to store them.
The library had a new roof and the ruined
contents were removed, but all that
remained of the library interior were cin-
derblock walls and a concrete floor.
Because so many houses were destroyed,
our enrollment decreased; therefore,
there were empty classrooms, and an
empty kindergarten classroom became a
temporary library. The school’s dolly and

I became inseparable. In late October
after opening the 500th box, I decided
to stop counting. The boxes just kept
coming… and coming… and coming.

What were we to do with all these
books? The library had no furniture,
no shelving, no computers, no
automation system, and most impor-
tantly, no existing collection. But there
were books in those boxes. The next
question: What do you do with classes
that come to the library every forty
minutes? You have them help you sort
and organize books. Students
unpacked boxes. They separated fic-
tion from non-fiction and sorted books

either alphabetically by author or numeri-
cally by Dewey. They covered boxes with
bulletin board paper and decorated them
according to topics, and those boxes
become the new library shelves.
The boxes were arranged on the
floor according to Dewey classes
or alphabetically for Fiction and E
for “Everybody Books.”

And then the frequency of the
donations increased. The hard-
back books that met the collection
development policy of the library
were re-boxed and pushed into a
corner. When the corner was full,
an empty textbook storage room
was found. Books that did not
meet the requirements of the
collection development policy

were given to the students for home
libraries and to the teachers to restock
their lost classroom libraries. A wonderful
collection of literature sets was created
with all the duplicate titles.

What about circulating the new collec-
tion? We didn’t have a circulation system.
We revived the old paper-and-pencil
method. Students checked out their own
books by writing the date, the title, and
the author on paper. Students learned
about pseudonyms, double names, multi-
ple authors/illustrators, sub-titles, and so
much more. They began to talk about
books while they were waiting to check
out and/or return their books.

Where do students sit in a temporary
library without furniture? On the floor,
surrounded by their custom-made
shelves. To them, this was a great adven-
ture – until November when those tiled
floors became cold.

By the end of January the library was

Students at Anniston Avenue Elementary School sort
donated books by genre. Photo by Elizabeth Benning-
ton.

Students sort donated books. Photo by Elizabeth Ben-
nington.

Students covered boxes with paper to make temporary box
“shelves.” Photo by Elizabeth Bennington.
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renovated. The mold was removed, new
carpet was installed, new paint was on the
walls, new light fixtures were in place, and
new ceiling tiles were installed. Furniture
and shelving had arr ived and were
installed. How did we move the donated
collection to the library? With help from
the students, of course. The students
were thrilled to move the cardboard boxes
of books to the library. The donated
books were transferred to the shelves, and
the students had a stomp-the-box party
when everything was moved. “Stomp the
box” was great therapy for them – they
were able to take out their frustrations on
those boxes.

There were other issues in addition to
just shelving books. Teachers expected
their electronic reading program to func-
tion. By January the server and comput-
ers were finally operational, but the col-

lection consisted
of donated, un-
cataloged, non-
electronic-read-
i n g - p r o g r a m -
labeled paper-
back books. The
most wonderful
(and patient) vol-
unteer took on
the task of com-
paring each and
every title to our
electronic read-
ing program list-
ing. The volun-
teer noted (with a
permanent mark-
er) the reading

level on the cover of the paperbacks.

More than just books

What does a librarian do when the
patrons (students, teachers, parents) do
not understand that they cannot use the
OPAC to locate a specific title or the
availability of a book? “What do you
mean I can’t search the collection?,” they
asked. Students were confused that there
were computers in the library, and yet
they were still using paper and pencil to
check out books. “What do you mean
that the donated books are not barcod-
ed?” they demanded. “What is cata-
loging?” they inquired. This offered the
opportunity to explain what cataloging
is, why the OPAC could not be
accessed, and how it all fit together.
Whether they wanted it or not, patrons

received a lesson in how
the library operates.

At the end of the
school year, we were
told that library would
not be accessible during
the summer. This is
when we would normally
unpack the new book
orders, catalog the
donated books, and
complete numerous
other tasks required to
function normally the
next school year. Why
wouldn’t the library be
open? The library was

the only space with carpet and all the
school’s damaged tile floors were being
replaced. The main office needed to store
items in a secure location – the library.
We calmly smiled because we were
thankful for the new shelving, furniture,
carpet, and paint; we were most thankful
for the new books.

Summary

Anniston Avenue Elementary School
will be forever grateful to generous
booklovers from across country. Books of
every genre, in all conditions – from the
new purchase to the gently loved to the
well-loved book – were given from the
heart. The donors gave and gave, from
the child who chose a favorite book from
a personal collection, to the people in
Phoenix, Arizona, who sent an eighteen-
wheeler with thirteen pallets of books that
had been collected, organized, and
shipped by a Boy Scout working on his
Eagle Badge project. Donors drove from
Maine, Ohio, and South Carolina just to
bring books for our children. School
librarians donated their book fair profits,
students collected money and bought
books, and teachers forfeited their class-
room wish list gifts. We were adopted by
so many kind and generous readers – too
many to name them all, but we have a
wall of fame for them. Without all these
lovers of books, our students would have
been without books. �

Anniston Avenue Elementary’s temporary library. Photo by Elizabeth Bennington.

The Stomp the Box activity proved to be great therapy for students.
Photo by Elizabeth Bennington.

A Wall of Fame was established in honor of everyone
who donated books to Anniston Elementary. This pic-
ture shows the Wall of Fame in its early stages. Photo by
Elizabeth Bennington.



Rahye Puckett, BPHLS Director
John L. Whitlock

Patron Services Director
Mississippi Library Commission

Blind and Physically Handicapped
Library Services

Abstract

Hurricane Katrina was the costliest and
one of the deadliest hurricanes in the his-
tory of the United States. It was the sixth-
strongest Atlantic hurricane ever record-
ed and the third-strongest landfalling
U.S. hurricane ever recorded. It formed
on August 23, 2005, and by the time it
hit the Mississippi Gulf Coast, local and
national authorities were unprepared for
the consequences. Regional libraries for
the blind and physically handicapped
(National Library Service for the Blind
and Physical ly Handicapped [NL],
Library of  Congress)  in Alabama,
Louisiana and Mississippi were also not
prepared, but wi th what t ranspired
among them with no formal guidelines
available, life could, to some extent,
resume.

Isolated incidents of flooding to a facili-
ty; water leaks from roofs down through
ceilings into collections; sun damage
through windows reflecting off of cassette
collections; fires; and on at least one
occasion, a car driven through the wall of
a regional library: the types of disasters
experienced by regional libraries for the
blind prior to September 2005. The
Library of Congress could report nothing
of such a magnitude as what was to take
place when hurricanes Katrina and Rita
ravaged the Gulf Coast. If one was to
check the NLS Network Manual for pro-
cedures to follow in case of an emergency
of this nature, they would have been out

of luck. Except for an NLS Technical Cir-
cular on Braille Preservation that provides
guidelines to help librarians plan and
maintain programs for preserving collec-
tions in the event of water disasters and
mold outbreaks, a disaster of this magni-
tude over a broad geographical area is
nowhere addressed. Fortunately, Alaba-
ma, Louisiana, and Mississippi all have
contractual agreements with the Utah
State Library to handle Braille circulation
and did not house substantial collections
of Braille.

Blind and physically handicapped indi-
viduals nationwide receive library service
through a network of cooperat ing
libraries. Formal in structure, this cooper-
ative network is supported at local, state,
and federal levels. Additionally, NLS
reports that a small number of formal
cooperative agreements exist between two
states to aid one another during times of
disaster. These sorts of agreements are
unique within the network, although quite
possible where libraries share the same
circulation software system.

Anyone working within the network of
regional libraries realizes immediately that
it is made up of a close-knit group of indi-
viduals who, at one time or another, have
met at conferences and meetings, talked
on the phone about common problems
or concerns, chatted on listservs and
speak a special language. Once Hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita struck, concern for
our fellow librarians and their staffs quick-
ly became the issue. Although sporadic,
communication was established almost
immediately among the parties involved
and staffs were accounted for. 

The focus then shifted to the concern
for patrons we knew were in the direct
path of the winds and water.Once the
storm moved inland, the Blind and Physi-

cally Handicapped Library Services
(BPHLS) suffered brownouts and leakage
into the facility and could not receive
incoming communications for approxi-
mately one week. The BPHLS director
could communicate outside the state with
the Alabama regional librarian through
her personal cell phone. The Alabama
regional librarian, less affected than her
counterpart in Mississippi, quickly got in
touch with the head of the Network Ser-
vices Section of the National Library Ser-
vice for the Blind and Physically Handi-
capped (NLS) of the Library of Congress.
NLS, working in conjunction with the
Comprehensive Mailing List System
(CMLS) in Florida, identified the counties
and/or zip codes in Alabama, Mississip-
pi, and Louisiana, and suspended all
magazine subscription mailings to the
affected areas. By this time, the U.S.
Postal Service had implemented similar
procedures. CMLS is an automated sys-
tem used to produce labels for distribution
of NLS direct-circulation magazines, pub-
lications, order forms, and surveys to
patrons, network libraries, and interested
parties, based on information submitted
by network libraries. All mailings were
halted until CMLS was notified on an
individual basis that service could resume.
Two multistate centers (MSCs), working
for NLS on a contractual basis, provide
NLS publications, equipment, supplies,
and interlibrary loan service for all NLS
books and magazines to network agen-
cies in their geographic areas and to each
other. MSCE (East) in Ohio, as directed
by NLS, froze all interlibrary loans and
supplies destined for the three states
affected by the hurricanes.

The Utah State Library, contracted to
circulate Braille titles to Mississippi and
the other two regional libraries, froze all
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requests for affected counties and zip
codes. NLS responded further by calling
regional libraries where possible and ask-
ing them to report all machines and
books reported lost or damaged in the
storm, so that they could be replaced.
NLS advised that patrons discard any
materials damaged or affected by water
for safety reasons. This was reiterated in
newsletters and in calls to all regional
libraries for patrons who might have evac-
uated throughout the country. 

Keystone Library Automation System
(KLAS) headquarters in Raleigh, South
Carolina, immediately changed the patron
status codes in BPHLS circulat ion
databases to “K” for all affected patrons in
Alabama and Mississippi, thereby allow-
ing patrons who needed to return books
and materials to do so. Because the ser-
vice is on a turnaround basis, the process
of issuing a mail card to replace such
materials was halted until the individual
reported a change of address or status.
Alabama and Mississippi worked closely,
as phone and power service permitted, to
make sure books and materials would not
be mailed to patrons served jointly by
both regional libraries. NLS also coordi-
nated with their contractual new book
producers to halt mailing of completed
titles and copies to the affected states until
they were notified to resume shipping.

Within days, the home page of NLS at
the Library of Congress (http://www.loc.
gov/nls) was updated for the benefit of
patrons trying to locate their nearest
regional library. A link was provided that
asked “Has your service been disrupted
by Hurricane Katrina or Rita?” As quoted
from this link, “You have no financial
responsibility for library materials that our
network provides when they are lost in a
disaster. Because this service is a national
network of libraries, your service can be
restored temporarily wherever you find
yourself. Subscriptions to magazines may
be suspended until you find more perma-
nent living arrangements.” Surely this
was a great relief to many who had lost
everything and were trying to return nor-
malcy to their lives.

The circulation department in Missis-
sippi completed an in-house inventory
early in September and requested a Rec-

onciliation Report from Data Manage-
ment Inc. in Florida to handle NLS
machines lost or damaged due to Hurri-
cane Katrina. Also during September, as
patrons converged in Jackson with or
without their machines and materials,
many dropped in to update their records
and resume their service, oftentimes with
only an address change. We were
encouraged by their calm and were happy
to see them safe and unharmed. 

Lighthouse for the Blind, one of the
businesses immediately affected in New
Orleans, was the source for the Louisiana
regional library for Braille embossing of
their newsletter. Louisiana asked whether
we in Mississippi could Braille their
newsletter if they provided the address
labels for their patrons. We were able to

download the newsletter from the Inter-
net, convert it to Braille and send 112
copies to those patrons who needed this
special format. 

As we approach the one-year anniver-
sary, patrons are still calling our toll-free
number or walking in to give us their sta-
tus. In Mississippi, 39 machines, 341
books on cassette tape and 2 descriptive
videos were lost due to Hurricane Katrina.
All active patrons have been accounted
for; one who had suspended his service
in 2005 died as a result of trying to wait
out the storm in his home. What is
encouraging is that favorite patrons have
returned to the coast, are rebuilding their
homes and living out of FEMA trailers,
and are listening to books once again. �
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1-888-828-0850



Thanks to Robert Lipscomb, Patricia
Furr, Tisha Zelner, Mary Perkins, Pamela
Ladner, and Jeanie Ripoll. 

For more information on news and
events relating to Hurricane Katrina, see
News Briefs in this issue of Mississippi
Libraries.

Hancock County Library System

The Hancock County Library System
has library and information services avail-
able in three locations. The Bay St.

Louis-Hancock County Headquar-

ters Library is providing services to the
public, including computers and free
wireless Internet access, circulation of
library materials, and meeting room space
for community organizations. No time
frame has been established for comple-
tion of the repairs to the building.

The Kiln Public Library suffered
roof and window damage. No time frame
has been established for completion of
the repairs. The library is providing library
and information services to the public,
including computers and free wireless
Internet, circulation of library materials,
and meeting room space for community
organizations.

The Waveland Public Library was
totally destroyed by the storm. Rebuilding
plans are in the beginning phase and no
time frame has been established for com-
pletion of the new building.

The Pearlington Public Library

was also totally destroyed. No
decision has been made about
the future of this building. In the
meantime, the Pearlington

Mobile Library has opened
on the site of the former library,
providing services to the public.

Harrison County Library

System

Harrison County currently
has various levels of service at
six locations. They are provid-
ing service via a donated book-
mobile in D’Iberville and
expect that facility to be remod-
eled and reopened by fall 2006.
The Biloxi Library has been
cleaned out and gutted. It will
be remodeled and reopened; however, no
decision has been made about a time
frame yet because of ongoing debates
with the insurance companies.

No decision has been made about the
future of the Headquarters Library in
Gulfport. The headquarters is currently
operating in Pass Christian out of a mod-
ular building donated for use by the
Dupont Corporation.

Operations are normal at the Mar-

garet Sherry, West Biloxi, Saucier

and Orange Grove facilities. 

William Carey College

The William Carey College on the
Coast Library off ic ial ly
reopened for the summer
session in two doublewide
trailers on the soccer field
behind the original campus
buildings on Beach Boule-
vard. Classes are being
taught in sixteen modular
buildings on the temporary
campus that the library now
serves. The library itself has
$75,000 of new furniture
and shelving to house the
6,500 books that were res-
cued from the old facility
post-Katrina. Donations total-
ing $35,000 have been

received to purchase books to replace
those lost in the storm. Librarian Peggy
Gossage is very happy to be back in a
facility on the Gulf Coast after driving
back and forth to the main campus in
Hattiesburg for over eight months. The
students seem very grateful to have
access to the library and its $10,000
worth of new computer equipment pur-
chased with grant money from the
National Network of Libraries of Medicine
and the Mississippi Humanities Council.
A replacement campus, complete with a
new library building, is in the planning
stages and will eventually be built at a
location north of I-10.
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Hurricane Katrina: One Year Later

The new, temporary library reference area at William Carey Col-
lege in Gulfport. Most of the books pictured were salvaged from
the old library. Photo by Jeanna Graves.

Another view of the current library at William Carey Col-
lege. Photo by Jeanna Graves. 

Doublewide trailers are being used for classrooms at William
Carey College in Gulfport. The library is in two of the trailers at
the end of the row. Photo by Jeanna Graves. 



Jones County Junior College

Terrell Tisdale Library, on the campus
of Jones County Junior College, sus-
tained moderate damage from Hurricane
Katrina. An oak tree near the building fell
onto the roof, causing damage to the
façade. A few feet away, further roof dam-
age resulted in the loss of almost two
hundred books in a special collection of
works by Mississippi authors. The fiction
and children’s sections were decimated,
and many of the books destroyed are no
longer in print. College administrators
were the first to view the damage, and
their quick action in removing the wet
books from the shelves made it possible
to salvage many titles as well as the
shelves themselves. A roofing project was
in progress at the time of the storm, so
repairs were made quickly. The library
staff located replacements for most of the
titles from out of print booksellers, and
insurance funds were adequate to cover
those purchases. 

Mississippi Gulf Coast Community

College – Jackson County

The Mississippi Gulf Coast Communi-
ty College – Jackson County Campus
Library received considerable water and
wind damage during Hurricane Katrina
resulting in the growth of mold to the col-

lection and structural damage to the build-
ing. Faced with major repairs, MGCCC –
Jackson County chose to use the needed
repairs as a catalyst to renovate the
library. Repairs included the replacement
of the east wall, new carpeting, drywall
replacement, new windows, and fresh
paint. All shelving on the first floor was
replaced; the replacement and relocation
of the bookshelves enabled the library to
change its layout, affording a larger stu-
dent study area upstairs. Public service
areas were combined making it easier for
students to use. The reference and circu-
lation desks were combined to create a
centrally located information desk, and
two exhibit cases were purchased with
money donated by the Friends of the Mis-
sissippi Library Association. 

University of Southern Mississippi-

Gulf Coast Campus

Six weeks after landfall of Hurricane
Katrina on August 29, 2005, the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi Gulf Coast
resumed classes in leased space at the
HealthMark Center in Gulfport, Miss. A
library facility was established as part of
the temporary facility. 

By leasing approximately half of the
total square footage of the complex, the
University of Southern Mississippi was

able to convert
a part of the
h e a l t h c a r e
faci l i ty into
ins t ruc t iona l
and off ice
space as evalu-
at ions were
made of the
u n i v e r s i t y ’ s
heavi ly-dam-
aged Long
Beach cam-
pus. 

The f irst
f loor of the
Gulf Coast
l ibrary was
badly damaged
by Katr ina.
The Mississip-

pi State Institutions of Higher Learning is
committed to the restoration of the Long
Beach Campus. The library hopes to re-
open on the Long Beach campus by the
fall of 2007.

Long Beach Public Library

The Long Beach Public Library is still
operating out of a FEMA trailer, but
library director Jeannie Ripoll reports that
a considerable amount of work has been
done on the rebuilding of the library facili-
ty with completion expected within a mat-
ter of months. One major problem has
been finding someone to do the air condi-
tioner work; the library requires new duct-
work as theirs was knocked to the floor
and subsequently destroyed by the flood-
ing. The city still has no funds to offer for
the rebuild, which is being supported by
monies from grants, donations, and the
library’s Friends group. �
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The replacement and relocation of the bookshelves enabled the library at MGCCC-
Jackson County to change its layout, affording a larger student study area upstairs.
Photo by Elizabeth Minter.

Visit 
our 

Website:
www.misslib.org
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News Briefs
E-Journal Continuing Education

Workshop Held at Mississippi State

University

For a sixth year, NASIG’s Continuing
Education Committee joined with Missis-
sippi State University Libraries and
EBSCO Subscription Services to cospon-
sor an e-journal workshop for information
professionals in the Deep South region.
Held at Mitchell Memorial Library on July
14, 2006, this year’s workshop, titled
“Head ‘em Up, Move ‘em Out! Cor-
ralling the E-Journal Stampede,” explored
issues related to the role and manage-
ment of e-resources in libraries. In atten-
dance were over ninety information pro-
fessionals from states across the south-
east. 

Keynote speaker T. Scott Plutchak,
Director of the University of Alabama at
Birmingham’s Lister Hill Library of the
Health Sciences, got the workshop off to
a thought-provoking start with a presenta-
tion exploring the trends that are currently
reshaping the distribution of information
and the role of libraries. Subsequent pre-
sentations exploring e-resources were
given by Michael Stephens of Dominican
University’s Graduate School of Library
and Information Science, Andrea Cer-

nichiari of Cambridge University Press,
Rebecca Day of EBSCO, Kristin Antel-
man of North Carolina State University,
and Eric Novotny of Pennsylvania State
University.

Based on the positive evaluations sub-
mitted by the attendees, this year’s e-jour-
nal workshop can be deemed a success.

Although only one attendee was lucky
enough to bring home as a door prize an
autographed copy of a bestseller by MSU
alumni John Grisham, all of the attendees
left the workshop with increased enthusi-
asm and valuable insights that may allow
them to solve the many mysteries that
continue to surround the role and man-
agement of e-resources in libraries.

Busy Summer at Sunflower County

Libraries

Things have really been happening in
the Delta this summer, especially at the
Sunflower County Libraries, according to
Alice Shands, Director. During June and
July, two Robertson Scholars from the
University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill designed, scheduled and presented
arts, literature and computer skills ses-
sions at each of the system’s four branch
libraries as part of the Summer Reading
Program. Gabriella Miyares, a sopho-
more English major from Jacksonville,
Fla., and David Sneed, a sophomore
political science major from Alexandria,
Va., also conducted several video history
interviews for the library archives.

William Carey College Receives

Gift

William Carey College on the Coast in
Gulfport was the recipient of a gift of over
$8300 from the Friends of the Library of
Messiah College in Grantham, Pennsyl-
vania to help rebuild the library’s ruined
book collection. Messiah College, which
is affiliated with the Brethren in Christ
denomination, is a liberal arts college of
over twenty-seven hundred students. The
Friends of the Library decided to give half
of its annual book sale proceeds to an
academic institution of similar size that

had been damaged by Katrina. Messiah
College Library Director Jonathan Lauer,
who was attending ALA in New Orleans,
drove over to the Coast on June 27,
2006 to tour the heavily damaged old
library and the new facility, which is cur-
rently housed in two double-wide trailers
on the back of the Coast campus.

Lauer presented the check to Director
of Libraries, Patricia Furr, who thanked
Lauer and his staff for raising the money.
“This wonderful gift, along with $21,000
previously given to the library by other
donors, will help us replace many of the
books that were washed off the shelves by
Katrina. We appreciate our colleagues in
Pennsylvania who have worked hard to
give us these funds.” William Carey Col-
lege, which became William Carey Uni-
versity on August 14, 2006, has plans to
relocate to a new location north of I-10 in
the immediate future. A new library build-
ing will be included in the planned Gulf-
port campus. 

From lef t  to r ight the photo is of :  Michael
Stephens, Instructor at Dominican University’s
Graduate School of Library and Information Sci-
ence; Kristin Antelman, Associate Director for the
Digital Library at North Carolina State University;
Andrea Cernichiari, Manager of Journal Business
Development at Cambridge University Press; T.
Scott Plutchak, Director of the Lister Hill Library of
the Health Sciences at the University of Alabama at
Birmingham; Jerry Gilbert, Associate Provost at
Mississippi State University; Rebecca Day, Manag-
er of E-Resource Services Development at EBSCO
Subscription Services; and Eric Novotny, Humani-
ties Librarian at Pennsylvania State University.
Photo by Jim Tomilinson.

The new library reading room at the newly
opened temporary campus of William Carey Col-
lege on the Coast in Gulfport, Mississippi. Photo
by: Jeanna Graves, Public Relations, WCC.

William Carey College Director of Libraries Patricia
Furr accepts a check for $8300 from Jonathan
Lauer, Library Director of Messiah College, for
Hurricane Katrina relief efforts. Photo by: Jeanna
Graves, Public Relations, WCC.



Hancock Library Receives Mobile

Library for Pearlington

Anne Arundel County Public Library
(AACPL) and other libraries in Maryland
are stepping in to help the Hancock
County Library System. The Maryland
Library Association (MLA) Board has
recently voted to adopt a “sister” library in
the community of Pearlington. Marion
Francis, AACPL Administrator and a Mis-
sissippi native, is chairing the committee
in charge of this ef fort.  The group
includes representatives from public, aca-
demic and special libraries and media
specialists from public school systems. “It
has been a heartwarming labor of love for
all of us in the Maryland library communi-
ty to make this donation to the Pearling-
ton library and the Hancock Library Sys-
tem,” said Francis. “We greatly appreci-
ate all the patrons, libraries and corpora-
tions such as SirsiDynix who have con-
tributed to this effort.” 

The Pearlington Public Library. a
branch of the Hancock County Library
System, served both an elementary
school and the general public. The facili-
ty, which opened in 1999, received
extensive wind and water damage in Kat-
rina. The contents of the building were
destroyed. 

As part of the MLA effort, the Allegany
County Public Library is donating a book-
mobile to the Pearlington Public Library.
Cash and donations from library systems,
corporations and the general public were
sought to refurbish the vehicle and outfit it
with computers, books and other materials
that can be enjoyed by the residents of Pearl-

ington and the surrounding communities. 
“The offers of assistance from libraries

and individuals from all over the world
has been incredible,” said Prima Plauche,
director of the Hancock County Library
System. “The mobile unit from the Alle-
gany County Library System, and the
work of the Anne Arundel County Public
Library System and the Maryland Library
Association, along with scores of individu-
als, corporations and libraries is a bright
spot in an otherwise overwhelming, heart-
breaking and long-term recovery.” 

SirsiDynix, one of the leading compa-
nies in providing information technology
for libraries, installed the computer, bar-
code reader and printer for the mobile
unit. Future plans call for obtaining satel-
lite Internet service and providing more
computers for the public. 

“Libraries are vital to the communities
they serve,” said Patrick Sommers, Sirsi-
Dynix chief executive officer. “The Han-
cock County Library System is proof of
this. In a time of widespread devastation
and uncertainty, Hancock County citizens
looked to the library for information and
assistance. At SirsiDynix, we understand
that the sooner the library returns to nor-
malcy then the sooner Hancock County
returns to normalcy. This, coupled with
our longtime relationship with Hancock
County, is why it is important to us to
help outfit this bookmobile for the com-
munity of Pearlington and the surround-
ing areas.” More information on the
mobile unit or the Hancock County
Library System is available by calling
228-467-5282 or by accessing the
library system’s Web page at www.
hancocklibraries.info.

Library Interiors, Inc. Assists in

Gulf Coast Library Recovery

When Hurricane Katr ina rol led
through Mississippi, it took away the
Waveland Public Library. This fal l ,
Library Interiors, Inc. of Metair ie,
Louisiana, will team with the Hancock
County Library director and staff  to help
bring it back. To help restore this branch,
Library Interiors, who provided the origi-

nal interior furnishings of the Waveland
Library has offered to provide interior
design services free of charge. While
Library Interiors has been involved with
restoring a New Orleans library, they also
wanted to offer assistance to storm-dam-
aged areas not as publicized as New
Orleans, and the Waveland Branch was
most in need.

Howard Ekblad, President of Library
Interiors says, “One look at the devasta-
tion of the once proud Waveland Public
Library was all it took. We knew that we
had to help and this was one way we
could do it.”   

Told about the plans, Hancock County
Public Library Director Prima Plauché
responds, “This is the type of help that is
needed to rebuild our community, and we
look forward to working with Library Inte-
riors to develop our plans as we work to
bring back the library.”

Library Interiors, Inc., located in
Metairie, Louisiana, is a strong supporter
of Mississippi Libraries, a lifetime mem-
ber of the Mississippi Library Association,
and sponsor of special events at the Mis-
sissippi Library Association Conferences.
For more information visit www.library
interiors.com.

Commission’s New Facility Nets

Top Architectural Awards

The Mississippi Library Commission’s
new building netted top honors for the
architectural firms of Duvall Decker and
Burris/Wagnon. The Mississippi Chapter
of the American Institute of Architects
(AIA) awarded the firms the 2006 AIA’s
Mississippi Design Honor Award, the pro-
fession’s highest recognition of work that
exemplifies excellence in architecture. A
jury of three out-of-state architects select-
ed the project from twenty-seven submis-
sions.

The five-story building is located on a
one and one-half acre lot, nestled on a
secluded, well-landscaped, tree-shaded
area in the Mississippi Education &
Research Center Complex. The state-of-
the art facility boasts a number of unique
features: 
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Library Director Jonathan Lauer (left) tours the
temporary campus of William Carey College on the
Coast in Gulfport along with Director of Libraries
Patricia Furr (middle) and WCC Dean Jerry Bracey
(right) . Photo by: Jeanna Graves, Public Relations,
WCC.



Reading Porch – A screened porch
where library users can read a magazine
or book; access wireless Internet connec-
tivity; and enjoy the environment. 

Meeting Room – This room, equipped
for distance learning and teleconferenc-
ing, hosts agency workshops and meet-
ings and, with advanced reservations, is
available for use by other state agencies. 

Computer Training Lab – The lab
enables the Library Commission to pro-
vide training for agency staff and library
personnel from across the state. With
advanced reservations, the lab is also
available for use by other state agencies. 

Information Kiosk – Using the touch
screen or keyboard visitors can readily
locate various library collections using
building diagrams; access Web sites and
other state government information;
explore databases; and find information
on upcoming meetings and events. 

Internet Access – The building is
equipped for wired and wireless Internet
connectivity. Public use computers are
available to access numerous information
resources including the online library cat-
alogs, Internet resources, and MAGNO-
LIA information databases. 

In addition to receiving the Honor
Award, the project was also honored by
being voted the recipient of the Sambo
Mockbee Membership Award, an award
determined by the AIA state-chapter
membership. 

Enthused about the news of the
awards, MLC’s Executive Director Shar-
man B. Smith made the following state-
ment, “The building is not only beautiful,
but functional. It is high-tech, but com-
fortable. It is strong, yet warm and wel-
coming.”

Laura Bush Foundation Grant 

Winners

The following Mississippi school
libraries have received a Laura Bush

Foundation Grant for the 2006 season:
Aberdeen Middle School, Aberdeen 
Belle Elementary School, Aberdeen 
Como Elementary School, Como 
Gentry High School, Indianola 
Hopewell Elementary School, Collins 
Kennedy Elementary, McComb 
Magee High School, Magee 
Pecan Park Elementary, Jackson 
Union Academy Elementary, Columbus 
West Bolivar High School, Rosedale 
West Clay Elementary School, Cedarbluff 

New Major Investments Jumpstart

Rebuilding Efforts and Re-estab-

lishment of Public Library Services

in Louisiana and Mississippi

Recognizing the critical support public
libraries provided communities during
and after the devastation of hurricanes
Katrina and Rita, the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, the Bush-Clinton Katrina
Fund, and the Institute for Museum and
Library Services announced major grants
to support the re-establishment of lost
public library services and rebuilding of
public libraries along the Gulf Coast in
Louisiana and Mississippi. 

The Bill & Melinda Gates Founda-
tion’s $12.2 million grant will help
libraries establish up to twenty-two tempo-
rary facilities in Mississippi and Louisiana.
The grant will allow community members
to access books, computers and Internet
services, provide support for the planning
of destroyed or damaged libraries, and
will eventually pay for new computers in
rebuilt public libraries. The Bush-Clinton
Katrina Fund will make $5 million avail-
able to support new reconstruction and
recovery of Gulf Coast public libraries.
The Institute for Museum and Library
Services (IMLS), a federal grant-making
agency that provides leadership and sup-
port to the nat ion’s museums and
libraries, will contribute $500,000 to the
foundation’s effort to help staff the tempo-
rary facilities. 

“Our public libraries have a rich histo-
ry of opening the door to equity, informa-
tion and hope. After Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita, people flocked to the library for

Internet access. Library staff helped them
connect to loved ones, contact FEMA and
insurance companies, find new housing,
and rebuild their lives when other social
and civil services were unable to support
them,” said Allan Golston, president of
U.S. Programs for the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation. 

“We hope our investment is a catalyst
for comprehensive support from other
sources needed to meet the true commu-
nity demand for library services.”

The Bush-Clinton Katrina Fund’s $5
million grant will focus on the physical
repair and reconstruction of up to eight
public libraries across the Gulf Coast of
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama
affected by Katrina. The Bush-Clinton
Katrina Fund has engaged the Americans
for Libraries Council, a national non-profit
advocacy organization for libraries, to
manage this grant. The grant will target
the repairs of facilities ready for immedi-
ate attention, the rebuilding of facilities
with substantial damage, and the replace-
ment of damaged or lost collections. 

“An investment in a library represents
a commitment to the future of the com-
munity,” said former President George
H.W. Bush. “Libraries are part of a com-
munity’s pulse. It’s that simple. That’s
why the Bush-Clinton Katrina Fund is
excited to partner with the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation and the communities of
the Gulf Coast on this very important pro-
ject. The sooner libraries can start reopen-
ing their doors, the sooner Gulf Coast
residents will feel they are getting back
their lives.”

Former President William J. Clinton
reflects, “The Gates foundation has been
an example to all NGOs. Their leadership
has brought AIDS and malaria treatment
to countless in need around the world,
and this new grant will bring much-need-
ed technological needs back to the vic-
tims who lost so much in the wake of
Hurricane Katrina. Libraries are more
than brick and mortar; they are the cata-
lyst for education and research. By invest-
ing in libraries we are empowering Ameri-
cans with the ability to obtain resources
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for their future and I am proud that the
Bush-Clinton Katrina Fund and the Gates
foundation are contributing to this effort.” 

The Southeastern Library Network
(SOLINET), a regional library network
that serves the southeastern United States
and the Caribbean, will administer the Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation grant and
work in partnership with the state library
agencies of Louisiana and Mississippi to
assist libraries damaged by the hurri-
canes. Libraries face a significant recovery
process. In Louisiana, 107 public
libraries were initially reported destroyed
or damaged with 40 still closed; in Missis-
sippi, 34 public libraries were indefinitely
or temporarily closed following the hurri-
canes with 8 remaining closed. SOLINET
and state library agencies estimate that
approximately 500 public computers
were lost in Louisiana and Mississippi. 

Staffing of temporary facilities while
heavily damaged or destroyed libraries are
rebuilt is a significant challenge. The Insti-
tute for Museum and Library Services
grant will help support initial staffing
needs until additional resources are
secured. 

“Together, public and private funders
recognize the power of public libraries
and their staff to strengthen communities
and support growth and learning,” said
Anne-Imelda Radice, director of the Insti-
tute for Museum and Library Services.
“There is no more important time to har-
ness this capacity than now, in the Gulf
Coast to help rebuild lives and communi-
ties.”

The grant announcement marked the
beginning of a major New Orleans con-
ference – the largest since the 2005 hur-
ricane season – held by the American
Library Association (ALA). 

During the five-day convening, library
advocates from across the country met to
discuss the role of American libraries in
the United States and signal the start of
library rebuilding. Several local library
reconstruction projects were completed
by volunteers from across the country
throughout the week. 

“Despite crippling damage, public

libraries in Mississippi and Louisiana and
their staff provided a lifeline to people dis-
placed by the hurricanes, but still, there
are no established sources of state or
local public funding to support public
library services or rebuilding,” said Kate
Nevins, executive director of SOLINET.
“Libraries have proved that they can carry
communities through a disaster and then
help make them vital again; they deserve
our support.”

For more information about the Bill
and Melinda Gates Fund, visit www.gates-
foundation.org; for more information on
the Bush-Clinton Katrina Fund, visit
www.bushclintonkatrinafund.org; for
more information on the Institute of
Museum and Library Services, visit
www.imls.gov; for more information on
SOLINET, visit www.SOLINET.net; for
more information on Americans for
Libraries, vis i t  www.americansfor
libraries.org.

ALA and Scholastic Library Pub-

lishing Announce 2007 National

Library Week Grant; “Come

Together @ Your Library” Named

Official Theme

Libraries across the United States are
invited to apply for the $5,000 Scholastic
Library Publishing National Library Week
Grant, which will be awarded to a single
library for the best public awareness cam-
paign incorporating the 2007 National
Library Week theme, “Change Your
World @ your library.”

The grant, in support of libraries, is
sponsored by Scholastic Library Publish-
ing, a division of Scholastic, the global
children’s publishing, education and
media company, and is administered by
the Public Awareness Committee of the
American Library Association (ALA). This
year’s application deadline is October 16,
2006. National Library Week is April 15-
21, 2007. 

All proposals must use the “Come
together @ your library” theme, which
incorporates The Campaign for America’s
Libraries’ “@ your library” brand, on any
and all promotional and publicity material

supporting National Library Week activi-
ties. Guidelines for using the brand are
available on the campaign Web site at
www.ala.org/@yourlibrary under the
“download logos” section. 

A grant application form and guide-
lines are available on the Campaign for
America’s Libraries Web si te at
www.ala.org/@yourlibrary/nlwgrant.
Information also is available from the ALA
Public Information Office. Telephone:
800-545-2433, ext. 4020. E-mail:
mhumphrey@ala.org. 

The winner wil l  be noti f ied and
announced at the 2007 ALA Midwinter
Meeting in Seattle. Information on last
year’s winner, the Maricopa County
Library District in Phoenix, Ariz., and the
winning application can be viewed at
www.ala.org/@yourlibrary/nlwgrant. 

Members of the National Library Week
subcommittee include Dee Yost, chair,
Hastings College Perkins Library (Neb.);
Elliot L. Appelbaum, Lexington (Ky.)
Public Library; Dr. Gordon Newton
Baker, Clayton State University (Ga.);
Darlene Basone, school library consul-
tant, Ohio; and Lisa Rice, Bowling Green
(Ky.) Public Library. For more informa-
tion about the Campaign for America’s
Libraries, visit the campaign’s Web site at
www.ala.org/@yourlibrary.

Scholastic Library Publishing, a divi-
sion of Scholastic, creates a multitude of
products, both in print and online, for the
school and public library market under
the imprints of Grolier(R), Children’s
Press(R), Franklin Watts(R), and Grolier
Online(R). Scholastic Corporation (NAS-
DAQ: SCHL) is the world’s largest pub-
lisher and distributor of children’s books
and a leader in educational technology.
Scholastic creates quality educational and
entertaining materials and products for
use in school and at home, including chil-
dren’s books, magazines, technology-
based products, teacher materials, televi-
sion programming, film, videos and toys.
The company distributes its products and
services through a variety of channels,
including proprietary school-based book
clubs, school-based book fairs, and
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school-based and direct-to-home continu-
ity programs; retail stores, schools,
libraries and television networks; and the
company’s Internet s i te,
www.scholastic.com.

Librarian Recruitment and Educa-

tion Grants

At ALA’s 2006 Annual Conference in
New Orleans, First Lady Laura Bush
announced more than $20 million in
librarian recruitment and education grants
from the federal Institute of Museum and
Library Services (IMLS). 

The announcement came during the
First Lady’s keynote address at a national

(continued on page 82)
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During the Opening Gener-
al Session of the 2006 ALA
Conference in New Orleans
MLA President Susan Cas-
sagne accepted a check for
$50,000 from donations
made through ALA. Photo
by Curtis Compton, ALA
Cognotes.

Immediately following Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita, staff from the Win-
terthur Museum and Country Estate in
Winterthur, Delaware, shared their
expertise in conservation with Mississip-
pi institutions that house historical doc-
uments, paintings, photographs, and
other objects. Today, along with the
Mississippi Department of Archives and
History, they are continuing to work
with Mississippians and others from
along the Gulf Coast by offering educa-
tional workshops throughout the state.

After seeing the widespread damage
to the state’s libraries, museums, and
archival institutions, staff from the Win-
terthur Museum initially responded by
salvaging water-damaged books, pho-

tographs, paintings and objects of many
kinds. They also made long-term plans
to help the state recover from the dev-
astation of the hurricanes by offering a
series of half-day workshops open to
the general public and one-day work-
shops for museum, archival and library
professionals and volunteers. 

Response to the professional work-
shops has been overwhelming, drawing
participants from across Mississippi and
also from the Gulf coastal areas of Flori-
da, Alabama, and Louisiana. The class-
es represent a cross-sect ion of
archivists, museum professionals and
city, county, and academic librarians.

The remaining schedule for the fall
professional workshops is as follows:
September 21, paintings and painted

surfaces; October 12, objects (glass,
metal, ceramic, leather, archaeological
artifacts, etc.); and November 16, furni-
ture and wooden objects. These work-
shops will be held from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. on the campus of Mississippi Gulf
Coast Community College in Gulfport.
Participants in the professional work-
shops are asked to pre-register by call-
ing 601-576-6850 or e-mailing Eleana
Pope at epope@mdah.state.ms.us.
Those interested in the public work-
shops should also call or e-mail the
above for the schedule. For additional
information visit: http://www.ischool.
utexas.edu/~cochinea/gulfcoast
recovery/home.html. �

Lois Price shows Elizabeth Joyner of the Vicks-
burg National Military Park the best way to save
a water damaged book.

Lois Olcott Price, Senior Conservator Library
Collections, Winterthur Museum discusses
paper conservation with Jane Phillips, Head of
Published Information, Miss. Dept. of Archives
and History.

Karen Pavelka, Senior Lecturer in Preservation,
University of Texas, assists Ashley McLendon,
Mississippi Armed Forces Museum, and David
Rushing, Sunflower County Library with the
hands-on activity during a collection recovery
workshop.

Winterthur Museum Offers Preservation Classes in Mississippi



Pritchard, John. Junior Ray. Mont-
gomery, AL: NewSouth Books, 2005.
158pp. $23.95 (hardback).

Junior Ray bursts into Mississippi liter-
ature with a vivid sense of place, but not
with an admirable protagonist. Southern
author Curtis Wilkie writes that Junior
Ray Youngblood “makes Flem Snopes
sound cultured.” Junior Ray, former
deputy sheriff in the Delta during the late
1950s, is a vulgar, spiteful, bloodthirsty
narrator. He relates his history and philos-
ophy to an academic researcher, who
interviews Junior Ray because the former
deputy possesses the journals of Delta
poet Leland Shaw.

Thus, thirty years after the events,
Junior Ray tells the story that revolves
around his obsession with killing aristo-
crat Leland Shaw, a shell-shocked World
War II soldier. Leland returns from the
war looking for his home; he thinks he is
still in Germany and the Nazis are after
him. After he escapes from his “Rest
Wing” apartment, “which had a big pitch-
er-window lookin’ east out across High-
way 61…,” Leland hides in his Aunt
Helena Ferry’s silo.

Meanwhile, Junior Ray and his dim-
witted sidekick Voyd Mudd search for
Leland. During their search they get lost
in the woods, find a German submarine,
and encounter the “Boy Sprouts.” Read-
ing about these adventures and about
Junior Ray’s diatribes against women,
blacks, planters, and bankers is side-slap-
pin’, rib-ticklin’, and belly-laughing fun.
And because the readers laugh at Junior
Ray, they become more tolerant of this
ignorant buffoon.

Despite the fun in reading this book,
modest people may be shocked by the
excessive profanity and reviled by the cru-
elties that compose the short chapters.
However, distinctive in these negatives,

are the realities of the Delta social strata
and the effects of changes during this
time.  In addition, John Pritchard, in his
fictional debut, proves that he does know
the Delta. His words drench readers with
a sense of place.

Locales like Rosedale, Tutwiler, Shel-
by, Clarksdale, Parchman, and Mhoon
Landing scatter across the landscape.
Junior’s drawling pronunciations include
“chirren” (children), “sammidges” (sand-
wiches), and “Meffis” (Memphis). Images
of barbecue, chittlins, mosquitoes, turn
rows and the levee saturate the novella.
Even some characters’ names, Sunflower
Leflore and Leland Shaw, are Delta-born.

And it is Leland Shaw who brings sen-
sitivity to Junior’s narratives. His mystical,
confused poetry counters Junior Ray’s
ranting. When the two culturally opposite
characters try to understand the changes
occurring in this tormented region, the
heart warms. Leland’s poem says,

“I can see where it used to be,
though now, when I look
it appears much like the exoskeleton 
of a dead cicada.”

Junior says,” Mississippi used to be able
to do whatever it wanted to do, until the
United States found out about it…”  

If readers want to discover what some
Mississippi Deltans did and thought dur-
ing the late 1950s, this bold book may
be a good choice. I recommend Junior
Ray for Mississippi Special Collections in
large public libraries and academic institu-
tions that need a diverse cultural repre-
sentation. 

Diane Moore Elliott

Librarian
Cleveland High School 

— ◆ —

von Herrmann, Denise, editor.

Resorting to Casinos: The Mississippi
Gambling Industry. Jackson: University
Press of Mississippi, 2006. 182 pp.
$45.00 (hardcover).

This book contains nine studies that
examine the Mississippi gaming industry
before the onslaught of Hurricane Katri-
na. Topics include: an overview of Missis-
sippi’s history of gambling; the impact of
gaming on Mississippi politics, racial poli-
tics, state economic growth, municipal
finances, and education policy; a survey
of casino shift workers; the relationship
between casinos and crime; and the
future of the casino resort industry in Mis-
sissippi. In addition to contributing an arti-
cle, the editor authored an introductory
summary, and successfully connected the
articles to the post-Katrina present in a
concluding afterword.

However, more editing is needed. For
example, page 54 cites author Blevin, but
on page 65 the name is Blevins. Page 76
refers twice to boldface data in accompa-
nying tables, but the tables do not give
any data in boldface. Page 73 refers to an
appendix, but no appendix appears. Page
78 gives a reference to “Meier 1998,”
but no related citation appears in the
“sources consulted” section of the article.

More explanation of the relationship of
the data to the text might have aided gen-
eral understanding and appeal for this
work. For example, page 57 mentions
Table 4.1 showing changes in personal
per capita incomes in various counties,
but this is difficult to see when Table 4.1
shows public assistance amounts. Similar-
ly, page 58 discusses unemployment
rates in Table 4.2, but Table 4.2 shows
poverty rates. Page 151 refers to Figure
9.4 showing population estimates, but
Figure 9.4 apparently shows the number
of incidents of various crime types for par-

About Books
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ticular years. Any reference to population
levels is difficult to discern. Page 122
refers to “snowball sampling techniques,”
but a more direct explanation (perhaps in
an endnote) of snowball sampling might
have been preferable to the easy-to-miss
implied definition in the text.

Some discrepancies in facts are evi-
dent. Page 23 cites Biloxi’s Isle of Capri
as opening on August 1, 1992, while
page 156 implies that Biloxi’s Isle of
Capri began in March 1992. Page 107
misquotes the 1999-2000 casino rev-
enue, and a note suggests the revenue
decline in school year 1999-2000 was
due largely to decrease in travel as a
result of the 9/11 terrorist attacks. How-
ever, the 9/11 terrorist attacks occurred
on September 11, 2001, more than a
year after the school year 1999-2000.

The above problems aside, this work
provides a much-needed late-20th/early-
21st century view of Mississippi’s reliance
on the gaming industry for its socio-eco-
nomic welfare prior to Katrina. Although
Hurricane Katrina caused major damage
to the gaming industry, books like this
ensure that this part of Mississippi’s histo-
ry of gambling will not be wiped out. The
source lists at the end of each of the arti-
cles provide an excellent starting point for
future researchers into this somewhat
controversial subject. The work contains
an index of names and topics, and is rec-
ommended for academic and larger pub-
lic libraries.

Rick Torgerson

Cataloger
Delta State University

— ◆ —

Pace, Sherry photographer and

author. Essay and captions by

Richard J. Cawthon. Victorian Houses
of Mississippi. Jackson: University Press
of Mississippi, 2005. 183 pp., index.
$40.00 (hardback).

Photographer Sherry Pace’s talent for
outdoor photography is highlighted nicely
in her first book, Victorian Houses of
Mississippi. Her natural talent lay dor-
mant for years until her husband hap-
pened to mention the exceptional quality
of the family’s vacation photos. For the
past ten years, with her husband’s con-
stant encouragement, photography has
become Pace’s major passion. With a
digital camera she began the painstaking
process of learning photography a new
way – self-taught editing requiring a high
powered PC.

After two years of exhibits and awards,
Pace met with Richard J. Cawthon, chief
architectural historian for the Mississippi
Department of Archives and History. She
brought him a variety of Mississippi archi-
tectural examples, from log cabins to bun-
galows. He suggested she concentrate on
the under-appreciated Late Victorian
structures found throughout the region.

Pace beautifully chronicles 143 signifi-
cant buildings from Cawthon’s 1970s list
of Mississippi historical homes found in
the files of the Mississippi Department of
Archives and History. Imagine a thirty-
year-old list documenting one hundred-
year-old buildings, mostly made of wood,
and no one knows their condition. Pace,
and her devoted husband, sometimes
drove hours to a site only to find an over-
grown lot, the structure having suc-
cumbed to fire. On the other hand, they
might find bed and breakfast establish-
ments or different stages of renovation.

The 187 color photographs show a
range of home conditions. Dilapidated
homes are excluded, but you will find
faded examples. Pace made a conscious
effort to photograph the homes during
spring and fall seasons, taking great pains
to provide color details of the infamous
wooden spindles and gingerbread trim
associated with this era. Stil l, some
homes appear in the middle of winter.
Although not as aesthetically pleasing,
these homes display pristine trim without
tree limb intrusions. 

As Pace toured the state, Cawthon
began to compile his article, “Late Victo-
rian Residential Architecture in Mississip-
pi.” In six brief pages, Cawthon clears up
the difference between styles like Ital-
ianate, Gothic Revival, Second Empire,
Shingle Style and Queen Anne. He
enhances the reader’s understanding with
detail descriptions and visual examples
located within the book. 

Although Pace’s goal is “a photo-
graphic sampling” and not “an architec-
tural digest,” readers will gain a practical
understanding of these elaborate styles
and their importance in history. Fragile
state treasures caught by Pace’s profes-
sional eye prior to Hurricane Katrina’s
force document three missing Biloxi
homes and one irreplaceable Bay St.
Louis residence. Homeowners in the area
may find this a valuable tool for recon-
struction.

All homes appear alphabetically by
location in the state, but addresses and
owner’s names are omitted for privacy. A
reader could basically tour the region by
flipping through this coffee-table-size ref-
erence, discovering homes as distinctive
to the state as our sweet Southern drawl.

This book is recommended for all public
and academic libraries. This book has
appeal to history buffs, genealogy
researchers, artists, restoration enthusiasts
and/or any serious Mississippiana collector.

Maggie Moran

Public Services & Reference Librarian
Northwest MS Community College �

Book Review Editor’s note:
The recently reviewed title RED-
GUNK TALES by Bill Eakin has
become difficult to acquire. By sug-
gestion of the author, those interest-
ed in purchasing this title should
visi t  the fol lowing Web si te:
http://www.yarddogpress.com/re
dgunk.htm.
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Sherry Laughlin, Head of Informa-
tion Services, and Ann Branton, Head
of Bibliographic Services at the University
of Southern Mississippi, were promoted
to the rank of professor.

— ◆ —

Joi Jones Phillips is
the new Assistant Director of
Library Services at Delta
State University. She had
been a Reference/Instruc-
tional Services Librarian at
DSU for nearly six years before accepting
this new position. She is currently the
chair of the Mississippi Library Associa-
tion’s Continuing Education Committee.
Her MLIS degree is from the University of
Southern Mississippi and she holds a BS
in elementary education from Mississippi
Valley State University.

— ◆ —

Melissa R. Dennis is
the new Reference/
Instruct ional Services
Librarian and Assistant
Professor of Library Ser-
vices at Delta State Univer-
sity. Prior to accepting this
position, she worked full
time as Circulation Manager at Belhaven
College while attaining her MLIS from the
University of Southern Mississippi. She
also holds a BA in English from the Uni-
versity of Mississippi. 

— ◆ —

Sunflower County Libraries has added
two new full-time staffers this summer.
David Rushing of Indianola has been
named Adult Reference Specialist and
Public Information Officer for the system.
Rushing, a veteran journalist, also is in
charge of upgrading and maintaining the
libraries’ local history collection. Vickie

Lewis, also of Indianola, who has served
as a part-time Public Service Assistant for
more than seven years, now is a full-time
staffer in that same position with addition-
al duties in circulation.

Two staff members, Eve-

lyn Necaise and Gwen

Taggart ,  were honored
with a reception on the occa-
sion of their retirement from
the Hancock County Library
System, effective June 30,
2006. Necaise had seven-
teen years of service with the
library system and served as
a customer service assistant,
the Waveland Branch Man-
ager and a Technical Ser-
vices Assistant. Taggart, who
served ten years, was the
Administrative Assistant.

— ◆ —

Brooke Roberts is the recipient of
the 2006 Peggy May Scholarship award-
ed annually by the Mississippi Library
Association.  Roberts is pursuing a dual

master’s degree program in
the School of Library and
Information Science and the
Department of Anthropology
at the University of Southern
Mississippi. Roberts writes,
“I chose to pursue a degree
in l ibrary and information sciences
because, coupled with my background in
cultural anthropology, I felt I could con-
tribute meaningfully to diverse popula-
tions and communities in search of access
to information.”

She is cited by supporters as possess-
ing maturity and poise, organizational and
writing skills, accuracy and perseverance,
intelligence and good judgment, creativity
and a cooperative spirit, and a good sense
of humor. Roberts is sure to be a credit to
the profession of librarianship and to the
memory of Peggy May, for whom the
scholarship is named.  

The Scholarship endowment was
established after May’s death to honor her
dedication to librarianship and support her
commitment to recruit talented individuals
to the profession. The MLA Scholarship
Committee continually seeks contribu-
tions to increase the endowment so the
scholarship award may better address the
growing costs of a graduate education in
library science. Your tax-deductible contri-
bution to the Peggy May endowment
would be greatly appreciated and should
be sent to the MLA Scholarship Commit-
tee, PO Box 13687, Jackson, MS
39236-3687. �
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Annual 

Conference

Tunica, MS

October 24-27, 2006

http://www.misslib.org/

activities/conf/index.php �

News Briefs
(continued from page 78)

town hall meeting addressing the critical
role school libraries play in restoring
learning and reuniting communities in
times of crisis. The town hall – School
Libraries Work: Rebuilding for Learning –
was hosted by ALA, AASL, and Scholastic.

Mrs. Bush announced $20,869,145
in grants from the IMLS. The grants are
designed to help offset a current shortage
of school library media specialists, library
school faculty, and librarians working in
underserved communities, as well a
looming shortage of library directors and
other senior librarians, many of whom are
expected to retire in the next twenty years.

“Restoring libraries on the Gulf Coast
will be a long-term endeavor, requiring

well-trained librarians for years to come,”
said Mrs. Bush. “And the work of recruit-
ing and educating the next generation of
librarians here on the Gulf Coast and
throughout our country must start now.” 

The First Lady’s full remarks can be
found at http://www.imls.gov/news/
speeches/062606.shtm. Please visit

http://www.imls.gov/news/2006/062
806_list.shtm to view a list of grant recip-
ients organized by state. To apply for a
Laura Bush 21st Century Librarian Pro-
gram grant, please vis i t  ht tp://
www. imls .gov/appl icants/grants/
21 centuryLibrarian.shtm. �

During the Opening General Session
of the 2006 ALA Conference in New
Orleans MLA President Susan Cas-
sagne accepted a check for $7,500
from the Illinois Library Association.
Photo by Curtis Compton, ALA Cog-
notes.
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June 13, 2006

Board members attending:

Susan Cassagne, President
Catherine Nathan, Vice President/President-elect
Carol Green, Treasurer
Jennifer Smith, Public Libraries Chair
Bettie Cox, School Section Chair
Mary Beth Applin, SELA Representative
John Whitlock, Special Libraries Chair
Randy Sherard, Trustee Chair 

Others in attendance:

Mary Julia Anderson, MLA Executive Secretary
Jeff Slagell, 2007 Vice President/President-elect
Margaret Bell and Jacqueline Quinn, Black Caucus

Roundtable
Molly McManus, Web Committee

President Cassagne called the meeting to order at
3:00 p.m. The MLA Board members met in the
Mississippi Library Commission’s meeting room.
The agenda was presented and a quorum was
declared.

OFFICER AND STAFF REPORTS

President, Susan Cassagne asked voting members
of the board if they had received the January 9,
2006 minutes.  Everyone agreed that they had
received the minutes. Randy Sherard made a
motion to approve the minutes as written, and
Catherine Nathan seconded the motion. The motion
passed unanimously. 

� President Report

President Susan Cassagne reported that the
American Library Association (ALA) will be pre-
senting MLA with a $50,000 check for the
Rebuild Mississippi’s Libraries fund at the
opening ceremonies of the 2006 ALA Confer-
ence in New Orleans.  The ALA will also be giv-
ing $100,000 to the Louisiana Library Associa-
tion, and whatever funds the ALA raises during
the conference will also be given to the Rebuild
Mississippi’s Libraries fund.  Mrs. Cassagne
stated that she will receive the funds on behalf of
MLA at the opening ceremony.

� Vice President Report

Catherine Nathan then gave a report on the
2006 MLA Conference.  Catherine asked
Board members to send the names of any
exhibitors that might be interested in exhibiting
at the 2006 conference to the 2006 MLA Con-
vention Exhibits Co-Chairs, Glenda Segars and
Jan Willis. Ms. Nathan stated that the associa-
tion needs at least forty exhibitors to make a
profit for the association.

Catherine Nathan then stated that Jeff Slagall is
in charge of the poster sessions for the 2006
conference and is currently recruiting presenters
from Mississippi’s academic libraries.  

Other conference committee chairs were report-
ed, as follows:  Lynn Shurden- Hospitality;  Vic-
toria Penny-Registration;  David Brown-Registra-
tion;  and Judy Carr-Local Arrangements.

Ms. Nathan then stated that all of Thursday’s
conference activities will be oriented toward
school librarians, who will have the opportunity
to earn CEU’s.  Catherine stated that Sharman
Smith, Executive Director of the Mississippi
Library Commission, has asked MLA to submit
a CEU form to her, as soon as possible.  The
featured speaker for the first day of the confer-
ence is Bob Lipscomb, and author Charlaine
Harris is the speaker for the Public Libraries
Section dinner on Wednesday night. Rosemary
Chance has also been scheduled to host a pro-
gram on book talking, at the conference.  Vice
President Nathan then stated that she is current-
ly working with Christy Williams at the Missis-
sippi Library Commission on receiving a speak-
er’s grant for MLA to fund distinguished speak-
ers at the 2006 conference. 

� Treasurer Report

Treasurer Carol Green gave the financial report.
A copy of the financial report was distributed to
the board. Carol stated that the association has
collected $12,236.37 in yearly and lifetime
membership dues so far this year. She stated
that the association spent $14.00 over the bud-
get for the mid-winter meeting. Carol then
reported that the association has currently col-
lected $6,000 in exhibit fees for the 2006 con-
ference, which means that eight to ten exhibitors
have already agreed to attend the conference
even though the majority sign up and pay their
fees in August and September. Carol stated that
overall the association is doing well on expenses
so far this year and that the association no
longer has to pay SELA dues or DixieNet for an
Internet connection. Catherine Nathan moved
and Susan Cassagne seconded a motion to
approve the Treasurer’s Report as written. The
motion passed unanimously.

� ALA Councilor Report

No report given.

� SELA Report

SELA Representative Mary Beth Applin reported
that the SELA Conference was held in Mem-
phis, TN in April, and the next meeting is in

Kentucky in two years.  Mary Beth enjoyed the
conference but was disappointed that two or
three of the workshops she had planned to
attend were cancelled, or the speaker did not
show up for the workshop.  Ms. Applin also
reported that SELA no longer requires the pay-
ment of a membership fee for state organiza-
tions.

� Executive Secretary Report

No report given.

� ML Report

No report given.

SECTION REPORTS

� Public Libraries Report

Jennifer Smith, Chair, reported that author
Charlaine Harris will be the speaker for the Pub-
lic Library Section dinner on Wednesday night
at the MLA convention in Tunica.  Ms. Smith
also asked MLA members attending the meeting
to spread the word about any issues that should
be discussed at the Public Libraries Section
business meeting.

� School Libraries Report

Bettie Cox, Chair, reported that at the ALA Mid-
winter meeting, a resolution was passed detail-
ing the “Instructional Classification of School
Librarians” (see attached paper). The ALA has
asked all state library chapters, including MLA,
to show their support for this resolution. After
discussion, board members agreed that MLA
supports this resolution, otherwise known as the
“65% solution.” Bettie Cox made and Cather-
ine Nathan seconded a motion for MLA to sup-
port the “65% solution” resolution. The motion
passed unanimously.

Ms. Cox then reported that on the Monday of
the ALA Conference, AASL is presenting a pro-
gram on rebuilding school libraries, and she
invited everyone to attend the program.

� Special Libraries Report

John Whitlock, Chair, reported that Dr. Also
Brook will be the guest speaker at the Special
Libraries Section Breakfast on Friday of the
2006 MLA Conference.  Dr. Brook’s program
will be A Bridge to the 21st Century: The
Establishment of the Clinton Presidential
Library.

� Trustees Report

Randy Sherard, Chair, reported that he is cur-
rently working on encouraging trustees to attend
the 2006 conference. He is planning a “blitz”
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mailing similar to last year’s mailing, which he
hopes will increase trustee conference attendance.

ROUNDTABLE REPORTS

� Technical Services (TSRT)

President Cassagne gave a written report from
Bob Wolverton, Chair. The spring symposium
at the Ridgeland Library on Friday, April 28,
was a huge success. Thirty-seven attended the
event.

� Black Caucus

Margaret Bell and Jacqueline Quinn reported
that Black Caucus members are actively seeking
funds for the Virgie Brock Shedd Scholarship.
The membership is having pledge cards printed
up, in the hope that donations to the scholarship
will increase. The speaker for the Black Caucus
Luncheon at the 2006 Conference will be a
motivational speaking husband and wife team,
Willie and Terrica McKinnis.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

� Constitution and Bylaws

Kay Wall, Chair, reported that her committee is
currently revising the MLA bylaws and would
appreciate any suggestions for changes. All
changes will be presented at a program during
the 2006 MLA Conference.

� Mississippi Author Awards

Carol Phares, Chair, submitted a written report.
Ms. Phares was unclear as to whether an author
was still able to receive an award even if he/she
could not make it to the awards ceremony. After
discussion, board members agreed that an
author’s receipt of an award was not contingent
upon his/her attendance at the awards ceremo-
ny. Ms. Phares also stated that both the 2005
and 2006 winners will be honored at the 2006
Conference, since the 2005 Conference in
Vicksburg was canceled.

� Scholarship

June Schmidt, Chair, submitted a written report.
Ms. Schmidt stated that Natalie Brook Roberts
has been chosen to be the 2006 Scholarship
winner, and asked board members if they would
approve the purchase of a Peggy May Scholar-
ship plaque which will be hung in office of the
School of Library and Information Science
(SLIS) at the University of Southern Mississippi
in Hattiesburg. The cost of the 10” X 14”
plaque with the current Peggy May Scholarship
recipients will be $107.00 with each additional
engraving costing $2.25 each. Jennifer Smith
moved and Carol Green seconded a motion to
purchase the plaque and display it in the SLIS
office. The motion passed unanimously.

� Web Committee

Molly McManus, Co-chair, reported that the
Web Committee wants to move the current
MLA Web site to a content management system
(CMS) to make it easier to update and enable
MLA to focus on the content of the page, not
the technical issues. The CMS is free and runs
on languages that already exist on the current
MLA Web site. The languages, PHP and
MySQL, are approved by accessibility software
and standards and several different permission
levels will be able to be assigned to the page.
Mrs. McManus stated that other proposed
changes to the MLA site are: 1) deleting the
links and embedding them in other content
pages, 2) changing the links tab to “Awards and
Scholarship,” and 3) adding a job listing site to
the page. Mrs. McManus stated that the new site
will be launched at the 2006 Conference and at
a poster session at the hospitality booth.  

OTHER REPORTS

� Sharman Smith, Executive Director, Mis-

sissippi Library Commission

Ms. Smith reported that MLC’s meeting rooms
are receiving heavy use, and she recommended
that MLA plan ahead and schedule meetings far
in advance so that a room will available. Ms.
Smith then reported that the Public Libraries
Accreditation Committee is halfway through the
process of creating standards for Mississippi’s
Public Libraries, and that committee has just fin-
ished hosting a set of well-attended town meet-
ings. The committee presented a list of their rec-
ommendations to the Board of Commissioners
in November. Ms. Smith reported that she is
currently working on MLC’s 2008 budget and
is devising it so that no library will lose its per-
sonnel grant funds and will be able to plan for
improvements if a library wishes to move from
an AA to a AAA library. Sharman Smith stated
that although there are not a lot of local library
issues right now, nationally the “Internet Neu-
trality Bill” is gaining a following. This bill would
enable persons who pay more money for the
Internet to receive a faster and better connec-
tion, at the expense of “poorer” subscribers.
MLC also has a capital bond grant out now,
that’s due on June 26, for million dollars for
capital improvements to public libraries=, and is
hosting the Librarianship 101 Institute again
this year during the week of August 20.

� Dr. Jay Norton, Director, USM SLIS

No report given, as Dr. Norton was unable to
attend the meeting. Dr. Norton will post her
report to the MLA listserv tomorrow.

OLD BUSINESS

Bettie Cox asked board members about continuing

MLA’s association with the AASL. President Cas-
sagne stated that the School Section’s affiliation with
the AASL should be listed in the section’s by-laws,
and the section should discuss it at their business
meeting at the 2006 conference.

President Cassagne then discussed the site visit for
the 2007 MLA Conference in Vicksburg. Board
members agreed to hold the meeting on July 18,
beginning at the Vicksburg Convention Center at
10:30 a.m. and then traveling to area hotels in the
afternoon.

President Cassagne then discussed the Rebuild Mis-
sissippi’s Libraries Fund. Mrs. Cassagne stated that
MLA is still receiving funds and that every school
and academic library that was damaged by Hurri-
cane Katrina received $1,000 from the fund. Public
libraries received money from the fund, based on a
formula involving their population per capita. Book-
marks are still available for libraries to use to publi-
cize the fund.

NEW BUSINESS 

President Cassagne then discussed MLA giving a
commendation to Kelsie Buckley, who rode her
horse from Morton, MS to the Mississippi Gulf
Coast, and raised $90,000 for Mississippi libraries
hurt by Hurricane Katrina. President Cassagne pro-
posed that MLA send Ms. Buckley a plaque honor-
ing her commitment. Sharman Smith suggested that
MLA wait until Ms. Buckley gives the money she
raised to Mississippi’s libraries. After discussion, the
issue was tabled until the August Executive Board
meeting.

President Cassagne then discussed the ALA Confer-
ence which will be held June 22-28 in New
Orleans. The conference will be the first big confer-
ence held in New Orleans since Hurricane Katrina,
and Mrs. Cassagne encouraged all ALA members
attend and support New Orleans’ recovery.

Board members then discussed the August Board
meeting. President Cassagne stated that the next
MLA Executive Board meeting will be held in
Natchez on August 18 at 10:00 a.m. The meeting
will also include an optional $25.00 catered lunch
and dessert.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no announcements.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business by the board, a
motion was made, seconded and unanimously passed
to adjourn. The board adjourned at 4:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer A. Smith, Acting Secretary �
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2006 Advertising Information

Ad Sizes:
Full Page...........................................................................................7 1/2"W x 10"H
1/2 Page Horizontal ..........................................................................7 1/2"W x 5"H
2/3 Page Vertical ..............................................................................4 3/4"W x 10"H
1/3 Page Horizontal ..........................................................................7 1/2"W x 3 1/3"H
1/3 Page Block.................................................................................5"W x 5 3/4"H
1/3 Page Vertical ..............................................................................2 3/8"W x 10"H
1/6 Page Horizontal ..........................................................................5"W x 2 3/4"H
1/6 Page Vertical ..............................................................................2 3/8"W x 5"H

Advertising Rates:
SINGLE ISSUE RATES: CONTRACT RATES:

(All 4 Issues)
Full Page ...............................................$175.00 .....................................$650.00
1/3 Page .............................................. 140.00 ..................................... 525.00
1/2 Page .............................................. 100.00 ..................................... 375.00
1/3 Page .............................................. 75.00 ..................................... 275.00
1/6 Page .............................................. 40.00 ..................................... 150.00

For more information about advertising in Mississippi Libraries, contact:

Missy Murphey
Mississippi Libraries, Advertising Editor

J.D. Williams Library
The University of Mississippi

University, Mississippi 38677
662-915-6627

ulrmm@olemiss.edu



MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION

MEMBERSHIP FORM
Membership Year January-December 2006

� New Membership         � Renewal

Name _______________________________________
Mailing address ________________________________
____________________________________________
City_____________________ State ___ Zip_________
Position______________________________________
Library ______________________________________
Home Phone __________________________________
Business Phone ________________________________
Fax _________________________________________
E-mail _______________________________________

One of the primary forms of communication between MLA and
its members is the MLA listserv. As a member of the MLA list-
serv you will receive important announcements from MLA via
email and be able to discuss library related issues with your
peers. If you are not already a MLA listserv member, can we
add your email address to the listserv? 
� Sign me up!         � I decline

A. MEMBERSHIP TYPES

Membership (Any person currently working in a library or
information center. Mark by salary range.)

$0 to $9,999 $15 per year $________
$10,000 to $19,999 $25 per year $________
$20,000 to $29,999 $35 per year $________
$30,000 to $39,999 $45 per year $________
$40,000 to $49,999 $50 per year $________
$50,000 to $59,999 $55 per year $________
$60,000 or above $60 per year $________
Student (2 Year Limit)  

Full or Part-time $10 per year $________
Retired $15 per year $________
Trustee $15 per year $________
Friend of Library $15 per year $________
Institutional Membership $45 per year $________
Vendor $40 per year $________
Lifetime membership

One-time Payment $1000 $________
Installment Plan

(Payable in increments of a minimum of $200 each

year until paid in full) $________
A. MEMBERSHIP TYPES SUBTOTAL $________

http://www.misslib.org/

601.981.4586 • Fax 601.981.4501

B. SECTIONS

Enter “FREE” for one section membership 
(Enter $6.00 for Additional Sections)
Academic (ACRL) $_________
Public                                              $_________
School                                             $_________
Special                                             $_________
Trustee                                              $_________
B. SECTIONS SUBTOTAL $_________

C. ROUNDTABLES

Join one or more roundtables for opportunities in professional
growth $3.00 EACH.

ANRT $_________
(Automation and Networking)

BLACK CAUCUS $_________
ECTRT $_________

(Educational Communication and Tech)
GODORT $_________

(Government Documents)
LIRT $_________

(Library Instruction)
NMRT $_________

(New Members)
SCRT $_________

(Special Collections)
TSRT $_________

(Technical Services)
2YCRT $_________

(2 Year College)
YPSRT $_________

(Young People’s Services)
C. ROUNDTABLES SUBTOTAL $_________

D. SCHOLARSHIPS

Donation to Peggy May Scholarship     $_________
Donation to Virgia Brock-Shedd Scholarship    $_________
D. SCHOLARSHIP SUBTOTAL $_________

GRAND MLA TOTAL 

(DUES GRAND TOTAL (A+B+C) AND

SCHOLARSHIP D) $_________

___ Check enclosed (Make payable to Mississippi Library
Association and mail to MLA, P.O. Box 13687, Jackson MS
39236-3687). All dues include subscription to Mississippi

Libraries. 

___ Please charge my MLA dues to my:
� VISA � MasterCard

Account Number _______________________________
Expiration Date_________________________________
Signature_____________________________________

Dues must be paid by March 1 in order to receive the Spring issue of 
Mississippi Libraries and for annual election of officers. MLA may at times
supply its membership list to professional organizations or library vendors. 
� Check the box if you do not want your name included.

(Revised 11/05)
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