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MAKING A GOOD
THING BETTER

The past hwao vears have
been challenging fimes for
many libraries, [Declining
revenues have often resulled
in reduced budges and diffi-
cult chaices. Mevertheless,
st libraries in Mississippi
confinue 1o provide access o
an expanding array of infor-
mation resaurces and an
excellent level of service.

In surveying the state of
libraries in Mississippi. | am gratified by
the many positive activities that are occur-
ring, despile severe budget constraints.
Thanks to the support of state and local
leaders, more than a dozen libraries are
currenily expanding or renovating their
facilities, and & number of other library
construclion projects have recently been
campleted.  Moreover, in April, ground
was broken for the first permanent facili-
ties for the Mississippi Library Commis-
sion in its seventy-six-yvear history.

Maost libraries have been able fo
expand their collections and their services
even in the austere budget environmeni
in which we find ourselves, Heference
resaurces, hoth ook and non-book, are
being enhanced to belter meel the needs
of library users. Customers of most Mis-
sissippi libraries have access to informa-

tion resources several limes greater than
they did just a half-dozen years ago.
Innovative services such as 249 hour a
day, seven day a week reference are
being added, and digital technologies are
enabling Mississippi libraries to provide
easy access o unique resources that were
largely unknown to most people just a
few years ago. Libraries in Mississippi
are gaining national, state and local atten-
lion, and some are winning awards for

Torry Latair

their wide-ranging elforts,

A5 financial resaurces
become more limited and as
resource allacatars become
mare particular, libraries
must sirive to be innovative
in the ways in which they
develop and seek support for
their programs and services
Fartnerships and cooperative
endeavors are ways in which
Mississippi libraries have
heen able to expand and
enhance their reach. There

are numerous examples of multiple
[thraries, and in some cases other institu-
tions, joining forces to provide new or
beller services, |i is excifing fo see
greater cooperation, especially among dif-
ferent types of libraries, for the creation
and funding of non-traditional programs
and senvices.

Drespite the severe limitations many
Mississippi libraries operate within, we all
can be proud of the accomplishments that
iave been achieved., Mississippi libraries
are success stories, and they typically
rank high in the minds af the individuals
and organizations they serve.

To keep the momenlum gaing, | urge
yvou 1o emphasize the pasitive. Don’t let
opporiunities pass by without lelting the

public, and vour resource allocators,
know how important libraries are to the
communities you serve. Confinue fo
develop new or enhanced services that
address the changing needs of library
users. Explore cooperative ventures and
new partnerships that may help your
library achieve the vision of service that
you aspire 0. Through your good waork
and with the support of vour service com-
munities, libraries are making a dilference
in Mississippi. Thank vou tor vour effors
in Making a Good Thing Better.




Vol. 66, No. 2, Summer 2002

Mississippi Libraries

A Quarterly Publication of the 155N 0194-388X
Mississippi Library Association

2002

EDITORIAL STAFF

BT R - v tmsnmra e v smpis vt e e s s AT B CRNBEIY
Fiox 2053, Cook Lilbrany
Thr Liniversthy of Soashem Mississiog
Hatlieshorg, M5 394068 5053

(A BO1-266-1350

Fax: 1-601-266-6033

email: ann brantendfusm.edu

ASSIETAMT ECITOR v Kathleen Wells
Tha Lniversing of Sauthern Missssipp
armail: kathlesnwells@@usm.edu

ADVERTISING ELITOR .. Suzanne B, Graham
The Unlversing of Southern Misslssippi
armails suzanne. grobamiEusm. edu

BERPEET BRS04 S SRS bt o bith Cravis
The Univarsily of Southerns Mzssissippi
amail: '.-:ﬁ'.f“.',l.-:':a'\-.'i.‘\.ﬁ';l:-.l.-\.-r'rl.::r|||

COLUMM EDITORS L Jessie B Arnold
Alcom State Univarsing
armail- jarnold@lorman alcorm.edu

Rick Torgerson
Drefa Seate Universitg
email; rickEmeslindelfazredo

P Taby Graham
The Universiy of Scorhem Misstssipei
amail: som.grabarn. @ usm.edu

Thomas D. \&alker
Thar Limiversisg of Southern Missssippl
ernzil; homas wallerdfusm . edu

Irnigard Wislia
The: Universing of Southern Misshssippd
email: irngasd wolfediusmoedu

BOOK BEVIEW EDITOR ... 5¢reh Spencer
The Univarsile of Southern Masissippi
smaill sarah spancer@usom, sy

CHILDREM'S BOOK
REMVIEW ELITOR ... Bosemany Chance
Thi [.||1il.-'q_:r'\,'i|l,.' af Sodhern |"-1i-,='5|5~5||:||:||
amail: rosemang chance@usm.edu

pLA PLBLICITY
COMMITTEE, CHAIR. ... Marg Parkins
Hancock County Librany Sypsiem
rnperkinsdhanceck lib, ms. us

INCIEXER v e Shidene Slagnes
The Lintersitg of Sourhemn Missksipp!
amail; shiden: sioqnerdEusm.edu

WEE MASTERS ...
The Unrvarsing of Southarn Mississippi
ermail: diane rossi@ s edu

e Diane Delewmare Ross

Traesy Englarl
The Universing of Southern Mizsissippi
ernatl tracy englerlii@esm.adu

Contents

Historical Survey of Linrary Services for Blacks in Mississippi: 1866 1o 1954
Jama Lumumba and Ane Brandon ... oo i i e 3

Creating Low Stress and High Impact Metadata tor the
Civil Rights in Mississippi Digital Archive
Stizanne (Graham e A

Keflection on the Black Experience in Children's Literature
R O A S I EURE, e morarin i R S N BN B e P i e 4]

Volunteer Librarianship Abroad: Risk Going Too Far
Virginda: TR e s i e s i s s s sl T

fly Missionary Experience in Zambia

I e R o e b R L S R e R S e e s

P LA T hcars e A e s B R S R i R s s G
BT e R e s L e R S e e e e s e
L e BT T | e o e SN - =

MLA 2002 Conference Preview: Youth Services Day @ MLA o059
Famle In 1he e s B0
Ahout Books................ S N A S A s S e s P S e 2 Bl
B R S S o e e g o 63
MLA Executive Board MINWes . wimaiinmuimes suisns i mesasgimissn imood

O e Cover: Mural painting “Ocean Springs: Past, Present & Future™ localsd on Bowen Sve.. Ooean
Springs. M5, Painled by artist Christopher Inglis Stebly, the rural depicts over 300 years af the peoaple and
wildlile 1l inhabit this area. Phatographer, Vanessa Rifchia, Public Sendees Librarian ar Cox Libirany
LSRG, dsed wath permisgion frarm the Ocean Springs Chamber of Cammerce.

Missizsinpd Libracles 15 a puhlication of the Mississippi Librony Association, and is indexed in Librasy Litera-
fure, The aricles, reporls and fealures herein represent the viewpoinis of their resnecrive authors and are nal

necescarily e oflicial opinions of the Asseciation. Printed with say ink on recycled paner,

Subscription Rate: $16.00 per vear (33,00 per issuel, 32400 per year autside the U5, free 1o MLA mem-
bers. Back issues available from Universing Microlilms Intemalional, Adverlising rales on request la Advertising
Editer. Deadline for advertizsing copy is the renth of the manth preceding month of publication,

Manuseripts must be repescipts produced as a compuler file document. Times Mew Roman font, 12 g, in
MSWord 95 or grearer, WordPerfeo! or ASCH fexr, Send lile as an alfachment or submit (he file on a floppy
disk vin surface mail. Manuscrips must be recelved by the editor by 1he ollowing deadlines: Spring, Februany
dndl; Summer, May Znd; Fall, Augqust 2nd; and Winrer, November Zed. Pholographs musl be black and
wihile, glossy finish.

NOTICE: Nues must be paid by March 1 in order 1o vole in eleclion of officers and 1o receive the Spring
issue of Missiscion! Libracies




Vol. 66, No. 2, Summer 2002

Mississippi Libraries

Historical Survey of Library Services for
Blacks in Mississippi: 1866 to 1954

B fama Lumamba
Library Media Specialist
Jaclksan Sfate Universify

i lurnumba@@hoimail.com

and

Ann Hranton
Head, Bibliographic Services
The Universtiv of Soutfiern Mississinpi
ann.branton {E_ilu.';.'ﬂ_ﬁ*-::lrr:r

INTRODUCTION

At the end of the American Civil War
in 1865, Alrican slaves were freed and
far a short time enjoved many benefits of
their new status.  Education was among
the most important of these advantages,
which was not the case prior fo the war.
Tracing the history of educating Black cil-
zens, particularly as it relates ta librany
services in school, public, and academic
libraries between 1866 and 1954, places
this research during a span of tumultuous
vears for African Americans in the south-
zastern region of the United States in
general and in Mississippi in particular.

Curing the reconstruction of the
Saouth, in an atternpt to restore the south-
ern states to full participation in the socio-
political structures of the United States,
there was a briet period when Blacks
were afforded the same righls and privi-
leges as all citizens. They enjoved their
first opportunity to vote, hold elected
office, and own land. Due ta the enlight-
ened vision of some political and private
figures, schoaols and universities were
established to address the need 10 educare
these newsst enfranchised citizens.  But
there was Intense resistance to normaliza-
fion in the South if it meant complete
equality for Blacks, Strong disagree-
ments and palitical animesity mounted in
both national and state forums that even-
tually were resolved by severely diminish-
ing Black freedom. These political shifts
of the late nineteenth century adversely
affecied early library services offered to
Elacks in Mississippi from 1866 01954,

The history of library services for Blacks
in Mississippi 1s also closely relaled 1o the
history of educating Blacks after the Civil
War.

PUBLIC EDUCATION
IN MISSISSIPPI

The Mississippi Territory was opened
for settlement in 1798, though & French
settlement had existed at Natchesz since
1716, Prior lo the 1860s, education was
cansidered to be the responsibility of the
church or else a private family maftter,
Adlluent parents either tutored their chil-
dren at home or sent them to privale
schools. By 1850, public education was
maore widely accepted in the United States
due to the work and influence ol Horace
Mann. Malionally, there was phenomenal
growth of public elementary schools
before 1860, and high schools grew
rapidly alter 1870, However, until the
late 1860s, there is very liltle evidence
that education lor Black students was uni-
versally supported or provided in the
United States.

While there were several public schoals
for white students established in Mississippi
as early as 1821, the public school system
for the general population was not autho-
rized by the Mississippi legislature until
1869, All schools were poorly funded,
and in the lafter years of the nineteenth
century, most schools in Mississippi were
just one-room structures in which all
grades were taught. Many teachers were
not formally frained and did not have col-
lege degrees. Maost af these schools
lacked library services of any kind; some
schools simply relied on a few bhooks kept
in the classroom for all grade levels. (Fee-
bles and Howell, 1975, p. 313).

CONDITIONS WERE GRAVE

This was the general siluation in pub-
lic education across Mississippi for ifs
whife students.  However, conditions lor
its Black citizens and their children were
much more grave. Very soon after the
emancipation of African slaves in the

South, the work of educating them began
during Union occupation of the south-
eastern states by the Federal armies. The
first schools for Blacks in Mississippi were
established at Corinth; other schoals were
established in Vicksburg, Some schools
were apened even before the end of the
war by such organizations as the Ameri-
can Missionary Association, the Society of
Friends, and the Freedman’s Ald Society
(Thompson, 1973, p. 11). Educating
Blacks during the post-War period of
186519049 was not universally supporl-
ed by a majority ol white Southerners,
and financial and maoral resources were
not made available to them {Thoempson,
102 25 WO B

This attitude prevailed even though
the doctrine of separate but equal had
been established throughout the South by
| 846, Because of poorly maintained or
destroyed fax records, it is difficult 1o
determine when the state, in fact, initiated
tax-supported education of Blacks. While
there was evidence of intermittent fund-
ing, statewide tax suppart was not rowid-
egd [Dalehite, 1974, p. 21). In one
exceplion, it was reporfed in a local Jack-
son newspaper that on September 18,
1869, Alderman James Lynch, a Black
man, offered a resalution that was unani-
moushy adopted by Jackson™s City Couns
cil which stated that unless all children,
regardless of race or color, could benefit
from the funds awarded 1o schools, for
whatever purpose, the city legislative
body would not sanction the support. As
a resull of this resolution, the first plan fo
provide a free school for Blacks was
devised by 1. Tarbell in 1870 [Dalehite,
1974, p. 22).

Governor James L. Alcorn, after his
alection in 1870, established “a sustem of
public education that. even though rudi-
mentary and segregated,” did reach inlo
all parts of the stale. However, betore the
end ol his first vear, criticisam against the
school system mounted and the Ku Klux
Klan engaged in increasing violence
against Black schoals.
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Foor white farmers in Mississippi, who
had suffered crop failures and loss of their
farms, blamed their misfariune on the
emancipation of their labor force. They
pecame aroused by charges that school
taxation for educating Blacks would fur-
ther impoverish them. They were also
incensed that newly established public
schools were being used to propagaie
Republican political ideas of social equali-
ty. The farmers went an a rampage of
arson and murder in eight counties, burn-
ing schoolhouses and torturing and killing
teachers, As a result of this unrest, by the
summer of 1871, some counties had no
schools in operalion whatsoever (Cruden,
1969, p, 66),

Reports of this kind of viclent resis-
tance to educaling Blzugl«;ﬁc lelt even less
chance for the development of public
school library services for Blacks during
the late nineteenth century, By maost doc-
urmented accounts, there is no mention of
public scheol libraries or librany services
provided to Black students undil late in the
nineteenth century.

PRIVATE EDUCATION
AND LIBRARIES
Shortly atter the Civil War, during the
advent of Black reconstruction uniil the
18705, however, several private education-
al institutions were established 1o enable
cilizens of color to educate themselves.
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With this move loward grealer opportuni-
ties in education, library services were
alfered more often to Black college stu-
dents, parficularly those whe attended the
Black colleges and universities founded
during the decade following the Civil War,
and to Black cilizens whao lived in the sur-
rounding communities, In 1866, the
Freedman's Aid Society of the Methodist
Episcopal Church established Rust Caol-
lege, the second oldest private college in
Mississippi, in Holly Springs for recently
freed Blacks, The school accepted adulis
of all ages, as well as children. for instruc-
lion in elementary subjects. At tha firme, its
library contained £.700 volumes., In
15869, Tougaloo College, a schoal far
Blacks, was lounded north of Jackson as
the state's fourth aldest private college. lis
library provided 4 000 volumes and was
supported by gifts,  In 1871, Alcorn Uni-
versity was established as a school exclu-
sively far Black men but became co-educa-
tional in 1903, s librarny contained 2,000
books and 1,000 pamphlets, In 1877,
the American Baptist Home Mission Soci-
ety of New York established MNatchez Sem-
inary for Black ministers in Matchez, Mis-
sissippi, By 1854, they began adding
materials fo the library. And in 1892, the
Board of Missions for Freedmen of the
Fresbyterian Church (USA) established
Mary Holmes Seminary as a school for
airls of color.  lis library had 1,500 wvol-

umes and was supported by gifts,

EARLY PUBLIC
LIBRARY SERVICES

[n general, documentation aboui
libraries in Mississippi dates back as early
as 1818, The state's first public library
was located in Port Gibson after the Mis-
sissippi Literary and Library Company of
Gibson Port was incorporated by Gover-
nor David Holmes, who signed a hill to
incorparate the two entities (Clarksdale
Megister, December 1937, p. 1), Howey-
er, no definile date can be set which
marks the heginning ol library services
which specifically included Blacks \Wil-
son and Wight, 1935, p.d6). Some-
times, despite the chstacles that existed in
Missizsippi for people of color during this
garly post-Civil War period, minimal
library services were offered to Blacks, In
1870, Governor Alcorm appointed J. D
Woarles as librarian of the State Library,
the first Black citizen to be employed in
that position. Biloxi Public Library in
Harrison County, established in 1893,
pravided services to the “public at large”
(Giloxi Laily Herald, 1893) and was
never segragatad at any time,

PHILANTHROPIC
AND PUBLIC SUPPORT
During the early vears of the twentieth
century, support for educating Blacks,
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with a provision for library services, came
from philanthropic cilizens and groups
from the MNarth, In 1917 the Rosenwald
Fund was created, stressing four pro-
grams lo improve the lives of Blacks.
Une program provided suppart tor lbrary
services. Loshoma County, Mississipp
received $17,000 rom the Rosenwald
Fund to establish a county library to serve
urban and rural Blacks. In 1929, a
Rosenwald-funded library was established
in the Mary . Jones School, a school for
Black children, in Jackson, Mississippi.

In 1970, Meridian Library Association
received a 538,000 Carnegie grant,
$2.000 of which was used to establish a
separate library branch for its Black citi-
zens. In the 1930s, the Carnegie Corpo-
ralion of MNew York appropriated
100,000 for a select group of Black
colleges in the United States for the
development af undergraduare libraries,
The Black institutions of higher education
at Alcorn and Tougaloo were recipients of
some of these funds in Mississippi, receiv-
ing grants that ranaged from $1,500 to
54,500,

In 1922, the Braothers of the Divine
Waord established 510 Augustine Semi-
nary, the first Roman Catholic seminary
in the United States to train and ordain
African American young men lor the
priesthood and brotherhood.  The Semi-
nary provided librany services in Bay 5t
Louis, Mississippi. The collection paid
special attention to works by and abaut
African Americans.,

In 1930, the City Board of Education
and City Council in Clarksdale, Mississip-
pi. along with Tund-raising ellorts by
Blacks, consiructed the Myrtle Hall
Branch Library for their Black citizens.
Gulfport Carnegie Library opened a
branch in 1947 io provide library services
to the Black community residents of Guli-
porl, Mississippl through funding appro-
priations fraom Harrison County and dona-
tions fraom the local Lions Club.

SUPPORT FROM LIBRARIANS

Significantly, suppaort from Ihe library
profession in the South was evident in the
first decades of the century. In Novemnber
1922, the Southeastern Library Associa-
lian mel for their second conference at
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Signal Mountain, Tennessee. The newly
organized professional library association
was represented by nine Southern states,
and twice as many attendees gathered
since its establishment the vear before.
I'hey tackled two pressing problems:
library service for Blacks and training
facilities for Black librarians, In 1946, a
Southeastern State Cooperative Library
survey recommended thal better library
services should be an immediate goal of
various library-affiliated organizations in
Mississippi.

As early as 1908, six credit hours in
library science were offered at Mississippi
State College for Women, and by 1940 a
minor in library science was available.
However, while library science courses
were later offered ar Tougaloo College in
the 194075, Black studenis who aspired
o hecome prolessional librarians entered
library science degree programs at histori-
cally Black institutions like Atlanta Univer-
sity in Georgia or schools in the Morth
which accepted Black students, such as
the University of Chicago.

In 1950, the University of Mississippi
Bureau of Public Administration reported
that only eight communities in Mississippi
maintained any public library service for
the non-while popualation: these were gen-
erally small branch libraries located in
towns, serving only about one tenth of the
Black citizens in the slate.

As reparted in the Mississippi Library
Commission’s annual report for public
[ibraries in 1950751, there were liliy-nine
libraries in Mississippi, and two of the
fiftg-seven counties did not provide library
services of any kind, [Mote: As docu-
mented in the latest annual report, there
are currenily 244 public libraries in Mis-
sissippi, and all countfies now provide
library services to all their citizens without
excephion.] In 1930 and in 1952, the
Commission made a legislative hudget
request for 5100 000 for the establish-
ment of library services for Blacks. Only
$8 500 was appropriated, and two vears
later just $25 000 was budgeted for this
purpose by the Mississippi legislature, In
1950, the George Washington Carver
Litwrary, the first public library for Blacks
in Jackson, Mississippi, opened and
became a branch of the Jackson Public

Mississippi Libraries

Library in 1951, Another branch library
for Blacks opened in the College Fark
Auditorium located at Jackson State Cal-
lege the next year, 1952,

Libraries introduced bookmaohile
library services in the rural areas of Mis-
sissippi during the early 1950s, In
1952 Mortheast Regional Library astah-
lished bookmaohile service to Black
schools in its lour-county area.  And in
1954 in southwest Mississippi, the
Matchez Public Library began offering
couniywide bookmabile service to bath
the Black and white populations in addi-
tion to organizing the W, J. Fleming
Branch for Blacks

CONCLUSION

Une of the primary respansibilities of
libraries is to provide access 1o information
to all people, Far the greater part of Mis-
sissippi, particularly in the rural counties
rom 1866 1o 1954, library services were
often poorly funded and provided minimal
services at best. For Black citizens, 1hese
services were deplarable, almost non-exis-
tent. [t is interesting, however, that as the
profession of librarianship became more
firmly established at the turn of the nine-
teenth century, poor library services to
Blacks became more and more of an
issue among southern librarians.  Some
librarians serving in Mississippi communi-
ties, both urban and rural, had the vision
and passion to work toward genuine
equality in service lo all cilizens,  While
the political and social climate of those
years was extremely haostile to the well-
being of Blacks, there is evidence that
some of the improvements in library ser-
vices were made by the work of dedicated
librarians, parlicularly during the decades
betwaen the 1920s and 1950s, before the
Civil Rights era of the sixfies. A few ol
these librarian heroes are still among us;
some have passed away from this earth,
bt we pay fribule to them still in recogniz-
ing their dedicaion fo library service for all
Mississippians through library scholarships
and awards, (Mhers served as mentors,
inspiring young librarians, both Black and
white, to exceed their achieverments in the
library profession.  And some librarians
served in quiet ways that most of us may
never know.
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Creating Low Stress and High Impact
Metadata for the Civil Rights
in Mississippi Digital Archive

By Sezanne Graham
Cafalog Litrrarian
Fhe University of Southern Mississipp
suzanne. graham@usm. edy

INTRODUCTION

In Janwary 2000, The University of
Southern Mississippi began digitizing its
civil rights materials and providing online
access to these ftems ig the Chvil Hights
in Mississippi Digital Archive. Less than
b years later, the program received an
Institute of Museum and Library Services
(IMLS) grant to process approximaiely
3100 pages of manuscripts and pho-
agraphs and 145 oral histories.  Provid-
ing reliable zccess to individual ilems in
the archive without creating a boitleneck
in metadata creation was a primary goal
of the project.

The variety of formats in the callection
— which includes transcripls of aral histo-
ries, leHers, diaries, posters, and pho-
tagraphs - makes the task of creating bib-
liographic records for the ilems more
challenging. 5Several libraries and
research institutions, such as the Getly
Institute and the Library of Congress,
have grappled with ihe same issue, and
wiorke began with a study of the methods
of these facilities. A review of standards
applied by the Library of Congress Prinis
& Photegraphs Division advocated
“lightweight™ bibliographic cantral owver
electranic archival collections.

The Dublin Core metadata standard
ermerged from the literature as a familiar
and vigkle alternative to the complexily ol
MARC. USM Libraries was a charter
member of OCLC's Cooperative Online
Resource Catalog (CORC), and librarians
had used Dublin Core to catalog Web
pages. Exchanging MARC for Dublin
Core would have the advantage ol expe-
dited cataloging procedures and would
provide greater access to the digifized sur-

rogates than the USM Libraries alfords
the original documents = which are cata-
loged only at the collection level

Fach metadata lield is imporant, buf
the librarians perceive subject analysis to
be the linchpin of item retrieval.  Studies
in library and information science litera-
ture since 1983 have indicated a prefer-
ence among students for subjecl and key-
word search strategies rather than author
ar title searches. Therefore, it is expected
that the keywords in the item descriptions
ang subject headings will prove to be the
Primary access points.

Library of Congress Subject Headings
[LCSH) serves as the de facto global the-
saurus in English, but librarians began
protesting s culfural and ethnic insensi-
tivities before World War 1. In 1940,
Francis Yocum compiled her thesaurus,
List of Subject Headings for
Boalks by and About the
NMegro to supplement
LCSH. In the early 1970s,
Daris Hargrett Clack exam-
ined LC descriptors for the
Alrican American experi-
ence and determined that
they were “seriously inade-
quate.” She re-visited
LCSH in 1994 and again
found serious shortcomings.
To compensate for this lack
af specificity, the terms
applied in the Civil Rights
in Mississipni Digital Arcliive would need
to reach beyond LCSH,

To provide the best possible subject
access, the USM leam followed the three
pillars for successiul subject vocabulary of
Webh collections cited by the LUTS Sub-
ject Access Committee: optimal access
points, flexible interoperabiling, and simple
structure,  Optimal access points were
achieved, despile shortcomings of LESH,
b the creation of a local thesaurus focus-

Each metadata field
s imporfant,
but the librarians
perceive subjeci
analysis to be the
linchpin of item

refrieval,

ing on subject and name terms for the
African American civil rights movement.
Ta maintain interoperability with the
librany's main catalog, LCSH served as
the basis of the thesaurus, and USM
librarians received iraining in order fo
confribute name headings to the national
authority file, thereby authorizing them in
the national library vocabulary. To
address subject heading simplicity, even-
tually all subject-heading strings were
eliminated and a posl-coardinate system
replaced the pre-coordinate syntax of
Library of Congress headings.

THESAURUS

Librarians recognized that LCSH
terms would be insulficiently specific for
the subject materials. Generating 3200
new records with the subject headings
“Livil nghts movements —
Mississippi” and “Missis-
sippi = Race relations”
waould add little to the
accessibility of these
ilems. However, the team
agreed that use of a con-
trolled vocabulary was
imperative and that, when
possible, the headings
should be authorized
LCSH to ensure consis-
tency and inleroperability
with the headings in the
main catalog
should the hwo databases ever be merged,
Waork on a separate in-house African
American thesaurus began immediately.

The thesaurus provides a less cumber-
some and more specialized list of appro-
priate LCSH terms for the stall to use,
From the cataleging of oral histories and
books ordered through an African Ameri-
can studies collection development grant,
the thesaurus grew as a compilation of
autharized LCSH terms and a wish list of

lihrary
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locally created terms that merit addition
into the national vocabulary. The the-
saurus included cross-relerences and pro-
vided clear examples of applicable quali-
fiers for each main heading.

In the initial workllow, student workers
generated terms and a staff member veri-
lied them and submitted new or unautho-
rized terms fo Cataloging via an electron-
ic form along with the reference citation
to the individual oral history, letter or pho-
toaraph being described. A full-ime cata-
loger provided the appropriate LCSH
ferm or siring, adopted the new heading
into the thesaurus as a local term, or
determined that the term was not an
appropriate heading.  After receiving the
form with comments from Cataloging, the
student entered the metadata, Subject
neading assignment conlinued in this
fashion for two pears,

Entrusting students to make prelimi-
nary judgments expedited subject analy-
515, but the creafion of new headings still
crealed a bottleneck. The work of
describing short pieces that discuss many
subjects briefly made subject assignment
the most challenging part of metadata cre-
ation. The students needed to understand
the dilference between indexing and per-
forming subject analysis and also compe-
tently apply the proper semantic and syn-
tactic forms. It was also difficult to main-
tain good understanding via email, and
the failure to conduct formal stedent frain-
ing in subject analysis was compensated
anly by the quality of studenis. In Jan-
wary 2002, the [IMLS grant enabled ihe
library to hire a Metadala Librarian to
oversee metadata creation and o work
direcily with the students in the digitiza-
fion lab,

NACO MEMBERSHIP

Ciiven the wealth of Alrican American
and specifically civil rights materials in the
LIsM archive, a goal of the cataloging
departrment was to join the Alrican Ameri-
can Funnel Project.  The funnel projeci
enables librarians 1o conlribute locally cre-
ated subject headings to the naticnal
authority file. The Librany of Congress
(L) designed the African American Fun-
nel Project to attract institutions with

strong local area collections but withous
the stafl resources 1o commil to the pro-
duction levels expected in fraditional
Mame Authority Cooperative (NACO)
and Subject Authority Cooperative
(SACQO) membership. Participation in
lhese programs helps LT fill subject area
gaps and allows parlner institutians to
authorize name headings used in their
calalogs.

In Movember 2007, librarians al The
Unwversity of Southern Mississippi, Delta
State University, and Mississippi Valley
Siate University ook the first step toward
African American Funnel Project mem-
bership by receiving MACO training, and
wark began on the submission ol local
name headings to LC via the newly
formed Mississippi Funnel Project. In the
first four months of pariicipation, over
sevenly names generated for Mississippi
oral histories and the Mississippi Digital
Archive became NACO authorized head-
ings. In effect, this work celebrates the
efforts of civil rights heroes like 1.C. Fair-
ley (MAACE leader in Hatriesburg) and
Sandy Leigh (Project Director of Freedom
Summer in Haittiesburg) by adding their
names fo the national vocahulan,.

| his second phase supported bwa of
the requisites cited earlier, |t allowed spe-
cilic names of individuals and organiza-
fions to be wvsed in the bibliographic
recards.  Far example, the name of the
ploneering bi-racial committes, Coahoma
Oppoertunities, Inc., could be a heading in
a subject list along with the complex
string “Economic assistance, Domestic -

Citizen pariicipation — Mississippi - Coa-
homa County,”  This process also simpli-
fies heading generation by establishing a
cansistent lorm of the name that unifies
all works about and by this individual or
QrouUp.

SIMPLIFIED SYNTAX

The consistent application of subject
terms is impartant 1o ensure adeguate
recall, but the complex syntax and seman-
tic relationships of LECSH make proper
sub-heading assignment a honed skill
amaong frained catalogers, LCSH rules
[or subject subdivisions - filling more
than 1500 pages with rules and excep-
ons — dictate what subdivisions may be
used for a given type of heading and in
what order, Although the locally created
thesaurus confained examples of autho-
rized strings and indicated which head-
ings could be coupled with geographic
madiliers {e.q., African American students
= Mississippi), slring creation remained &
source of concern,

The USM team began to assess the
costs and benefits of post-coardinate sub-
ject relationships.  In a post-coordinate
structure, all relevant descriptors would be
assigned as main headings whether they
are lopical, formal, geographic or chrono-
logical.  The students creating the meta-
data would no longer cambine terms in a
sliring (i.e., a pre-coordinate arrange:-
ment), For example, the subjec! heading
“Federal-state controversies — Mississip-
pi” would be recorded as bwo separate
headings “Federal-state confroversies”
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and “Mississippi.”  Since queries in the
Yigital Archive default to a Boolean
"ANDT string, a subject search lor “Fed-
eral-state contraversies AMND Mississippi”
would retrieve this document whether the
subject headings are post-coordinate or
pre-coardinate,

Arguments in favor of post-coordinale
subject heading assignment can be fraced
to Maortimer Taube's technical reports in
the 1950s. He arqued that Boolean
operators combine search terms and
recapture encugh of the relational serman-
tics of pre-coordinated searches 1o he
effective. In the half-century since
Taube's publications, many notable stud-
ies and experiments with post-coordina-
tion have re-examined its possibilities as
computer technology has improved.  Lois
Chan added her endorsement to those
experimenting with post-coordination al
the Airlie Conference in May 1991,
When she re-visited the debate at Ameri-
can Library Association’s 2002 mid-win-
ter conference and suggesied that Web
resources be cataloged in this way, she
met & receptive audience.

The USM librarians acknowledge that
nost-coordination is & compromise. A
preliminary assessment compared the
twenig-one fopical and form subheadings
cited in the thesaurus with LCSH main
headings in order 1o defermine how many
had exact matches.  Twa-thirds of sub-
headings used in the digilal archive had
identical main headings in LCSH, or else
the headings shared the same nouns (lor
example, 1he main heading "Vielence®
cotrespohded with the subheading “Wio-
lence against™). The impact on the
refrieval of the remaining one-third varies
fram “Integration,” which has no corre-
sponding main heading (the closest terms
are “Race relations” and “Segregation”),
to the subheading "Attitudes,” which
matches with “Adlitude [Psychaloay)].”

Even among terms with exact maich-
es, however, the intelligent ordering of
LESH semantics and syntax is lost, Post
caordination suffers mosi in the loss of
precision through the breakdown n rela-
ticnships between main lerm and gualili-
er. Il a record has only one heading,
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then the relationship may be clear, bul all
records in the callection have mare than
one heading,  Without pre-coordination,
headings and qualifiers can be re-matched
fo cause erroneous hils. For example, a
search for “Jews AND Music” could
refrieve & document that discusses Alrican
American music (“African Americans”
and “Music"] and ties betwaen the Jewish
community and Alrican Americans
[*African Americans” and *Jews"),
Charles Hildreth found that Universily
aof Oklahema students use keywaord
searches most affen as their "entry”
search. From these resulls, they recon-
struct queries based on the subject terms
applied to relevant iterns in the initial list,
Assuming that the Digilal Media Archive
merges with the USM OPAC in the
future, then these iterns would nol appear
in the subject heading browse at the mast
specific level applicable. For example, an
itern on the training of civil rights wark-
ers. which was assigned two separate
terms: “Civil rights workers” and “Train-
ing,” would not appear in a list of all
itemns with the siring “Civil rights workers

— Training of.”

Presently, however, the catalogs are
separate, and post-coordination provides
a consistent and facile means of biblio-
graphic coniral over individual items that
otherwise would be cataloged only at the
collection level. The tweo databases are
still interaperable, but the application of
headings for the digital documents is less
distinc! than the relationships expressed
with strings.

COMNCLUSION

The team continues to refine the cata-
loging of the digital archive through a bal-
ance of the principles of precision and
simplicity.  In the summer of 2002, the
cataloging liaison will receive training in
the creation of subject headings as a fur-
ther step toward membership in the
Adfrican American Subject Funnel Project,
which will enable USM to submit locally
created subject terms to LT for considera-
tion. I the meantime, the local the-
saurus should be added fo the Web site to
provide researchers with the opportunity

Mississippi Libraries

I skim the subject terms applied to the
collection,

LiSM Libraries is proud of the access
it provides to rich resources of the
region's history.  This high-volume and
“lightweight” systern of meladala assign-
ment is vielding real results.  For graphic
imagqes, the metadata provide the anly
searchable terms since the items have no
ext, The staft has processed nearly 200
Freedom Summer photographs, and
schelars from as far away as Japan have
accessed these materials in the Civif
Righis in Mississippi Digital Archive.
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Reflection on the Black Experience
in Children’s Literature

Sy Ann Mullov Ashmore
Colleciion Specialist
The de Grummond Children’s
Literature Colleciion
The Universing of Souwthern Mississipni
arin.ashimorefusm. edy

When W .E.B. Du Bais and A, G, Dill
announced the publication of a monthly
magazine for children in August 1919,
they wrote that The Brownies' Book was
L designed for all children, but especial-
ly for ours. ™ Their words reflect the
desire to create a forum for Black children
fo read about themselves and their cul-
ture, its heroes and achievements, as well
as ils struggles. Langston Hughes
expressed this same desire later when he
wrote in the 1932 Children’s Literary
Yearbook thal *. laced foo often by the
seqregation and scarn of the surrounding
white world, America’s Megro children
are in pressing need of books that will
give them hack their own souls. They do
not know the beauty they possess.™*

ELIMINATION OF STEREOTYPES

M early crilic of this negative portray-
al of Blacks was Charlemae Hill Rallins.
Born in Yazoo Ciy, Mississippi in 1897,
Rellins was educaied at Weslern Universi-
ty and the University of Chicago., Prior to
joining the stafl of the Chicage Public
Library in 1929, Rollins taught schaol in
Oklahoma. Dismayed by the stereotypes
of Blacks in the children’s hooks available
at the time, she set out to persuade
authors, illustrators, publishers, librarians,
and the students in her children’s litera-
ture classes at Roosevelt University thal
all children, regardless of their race or
ethnicity, deserved beiller,

Iln a pamphlet published by the
Mational Council of Teachers of English
in 1941, Rollins wrate: “.. realistic staries
of Negro life suitable for young people
thal present the cultured Megro as well as
the underprivileged are pitifully few.”
When a Megro child did appear in a chil-

dren’'s boolk, he was
L ousually portrayed
as a ragged, bare-
foot, thick-lipped
{always bright red)

child of a shiftless
father; usually eat-
ing walermelon, or
followed by a flea
infested hound.™

Rollins {(1897-
1979} wore many hats in her professional
life. Whether she was teaching students in
the classroom ar serving them as a profes-
sional librarian at the Chicago Public
Library, she was guided by her vision to
introduce children to baooks which “.. help
voung people to live together with foler-
ance and 1o understiand each other
beiter.”” A professional librarian for 36
vears, Rolling served from 1949-1950 as
a member of the Newbery-Caldecotl
award committee, and as commitiee chair
in 1956-1957. She also served as presi-
dent of the Children’s Services Division of
ALA from 1957-1958. In 1971, she was
a member of the newly formed Coretta
Scoit King award committee.,

Charfemae Hill
Rolfios

FRIEMNDSHIPS

Follins' efforts to increase the number
of quality mullicullural boaks for children
led to friendships with Augusta Baker,
libsrarian, author and storyreller, and Ezra
Jack Keats, winner of the Caldecotl Medal
in 1963 for The Snouwy ay. Rollins
oflen used Keals’ books in her storytelling
sessions,  Alter the publicalion of his sec-
ond book in 1964, she wrate him saying.
“1 want to tell you
how much fun I'm
having with Whiste
for Willie. [t's my
main “Text” and
"Attention-getter” in
all the talks ['m
daing this summer
— and everywhere |

show it — everyone

Augusta Baker

is delighted and charmed! Some audi-
ences like it better than Snowy Day and
that’s high praise indeed.™

Anather career librarian, Augusta
Baker foundad the James Weldon John-
son Children’s Research Collection at the
Countee Cullen branch of the New Yark
Fublic Library. In 1971, she asked her
[riend Ezra Jack Keats o illustrate the
cover of her revised bibliography series.
He chase the familiar characters of
FPeter's neighborhood from The Snowy
fraw: Peter and his little sister Susie, best
lriends Archie and Amy, Archie's cat and,
of course, Willie, Peter's dog.  Of Keals,
Baker wrote in 197 1: “.. he was aone of a
few arlists who have been particularly sen-
sitive in their illustrations [of Black chil-
dren].™

The Snovwy Dav was, perhaps, the first
best-selling piciure baak in which the main
character was Black. llustrator and author
Pat Cummings writes that it *...represent-
ed a breakthrough tor Keais, .. and possi-
bly the best glimpse into whal motivated
his work, and life.” HKeats himself once
told friends that working on the book

turned his life around.™ Jeannine
Laughlin-Forter, formerly the direcior of
the Schoaol of Library Science at USM and
co-author of Chitdren’s Authors Speak,
once asked Keats why he chose a litile
Black boy as the main character in The
Snowy Day. Keats replied, “The reason |
picked FPeter was
because there was a
criminal neglect in
that area.  And now
there are a lol of
hooks about Black
kids. Peter was just
a kid doing same-
thing in MNew York
Cily thal | knew.™

|1

Ezra fack Keafs

KEATS' LIFE & WORK
To commemorate the 40th anniver-
sary of the publication of The Snowy
Day, the de Grummeand Children's Litera-
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ture Collection at USM is featuring an
exhibil of Keals' life and work entitled
Collage! An Ezra fack Keats Retro-
spective. The axhibit draws on arlifacls,
photographs and memarahilia from the
collection’s extensive holdings of Keats'
artistic and literary estate, Running
thraugh August 2002, it features original
artwiork for all of Keats' children's books
as well as rarely seen line arl and com:-
mercial artwork completed prior to his
career as a children’s illustrator.

The exhibit’s name comes from Keats
original illusirative style of mixing water-
color and collage in the creation of
Peter’s world. As he tells Laughlin-
Farter, “1 wanted it to be a special book. .

something new, | decided to add & little
snip of collage.™™ He chose a plece of
Belgian canvas lor the sheets on Pefer's
bed. Later he found a shop that sold
paper from all over the world. For Keals,
the use of collage *...made for an unusu-
al balance between illusion and realihy.™
This is particularly eviden! when he uses
real fabric for clothing, aciual wallpaper
an the walls of Peter’s home, and real
newspaper to depict frash on the streetr,
The desire of W.E.B. Du Bois and
Langsion Hughes for books that reflec
the beauty of the souls of Black children
became life's mission for librarians
Charlemae Hill Roellins and Augqusta

Baker. Their mutual friend, Ezra Jack

Mississippi Libraries

Keals, and the success of his books about
Peter, demanstrated to children's editors
and publishers that there was a market lor
baaks aboul children al color = that well-
writlen, beautifully illustrated boaks which
reflect a myriad of diversity could be
enjoved by all children, regardless of their
background, just as Du Bois, Hughes,
Follins and Baker had dreamed.
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RESOURCES FOR STUDYING AFRICAN AMERICAN
CHILDREN’S LITERATURE AT DE GRUMMOND

The study of African American history and culture, and its reflection expressed
in books far children, has emerged as a rich field of inguiry within the general area
af children’s literature research., Until recently, however, queries to the de Grum-
mond Children’s Literature Collection about its holdings of books and original
materials pertaining to African Americans could only be answered in general terms.
Part of Special Collections at The University of Southern Mississippi, the de Grum-
mand Children’s Literature Collection’s primary mission is fo hald, preserve and
make available resources for the purpose of research and teaching. Given USM's
unique role as Mississippi’s primary depository of documenis and oral histories per-
taining to civil rights in Mississippi, and the nafional reputation of the de Grum-
mond Cellection in the field of children’s literature, staff inttiated a study in the [all
of 19499 to identify and create a databasze of all holdings of books and original
rmaterials written by, for, or aboul Alrican Americans in the collection. As of March
2002, the database consists of 5700+ records, of which USM Libraries holds
more than 3600 items.

Various bibliographies and books were used to identify titles for searching the
USM online catalog and the de Grummond Collection’s uncataloged holdings,
including the works mentioned above by Charlermae Hill Rollins and Augusta Baker.
Additionally, stall used library dafabases to conduct extensive research in erder 1o
ideniity hisiorical titles depicting Africans and Alrican Americans in words and pic-
tures. Later, these references were compiled inte an online resource bibliography
which provides access o schalarly research in seven areas: Backaground Reading;
Early (1930-1960°s) Criticism of the All-White Warld of Children's Beoks; Current
Research and Criticism; African American Children’s Literature; Recommended
Reading Lists; Criteria for Selection; and Resources for Teaching African American
Children’s Literature.

For mare information about the Keats™ exhibit and the de Grummond Callec-
tion's “Resources in African American Children’s Literature™ see our Weh page at
hitps/ A lib usm.edus ~ degrum./index.shiml or e-mail Ann Mulloy Ashmaore al
ann.ashmore@usm.edu.
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Volunteer Librarianship Abroad:
Risk Going Too Far

By Virginia Withy
Librarian
Benton County Librany Siystem
vkt benton. lib.ms. us

Crowing up as an only child in rural
Mizsissippi before televisions were in
every household and telephones were
readily available, | spent a lot of time
reading. The library bookmobile fur-
nished me with books about faraway
places. And later, as & middle schoal siu-

dent, 1 sent off for travgl brochures and
arranaed them in the aitic of our barn; my
first library patrons were two roosters. As
an undergraduate warking in the Missis-
sippi College library, | began reading
ahout the emerging nations in Africa, par-
ticularly the Gaold Coast, which later
became Chana in 1957, | soon found
rmysell volunteering o be a missionary fo
Chana, but upon graduation these plans
diedl not materialize.

Az vears went by, 1 was emploved as a
public school librarian
busy homemaker, rearing three girls. 5o
my fascination with Africa lay dormant

as well as being a

until I was almast sixdy years old. 1 decid-
e 1o update my fruly nonexistent technol-
ogy skills by getting a Specialist degree in
Library and Informalion Science from
The University of Southern Mississippi.
While thinking about what | might do
afller gradualion, | explored the Peace
Corps. My daughters, in the throes of a
role reversal crisis, expressed serious con-
cerns aboul my health and satehy, not to
mention the twao-year commitment,
Although my manira of inspiration is
“Only those who will risk going foo far
can possibly find out how far one can go”
(T. 5. Eliot), they felt | was indeed “going
too far.”

So [ began looking for shorter-term
volunieer programs and eventually con-
nected with an organization called Cross
Cultural Solutions of New York. | need-
ed the structure and direction of the crga-
nization, and best of all, | learned they
needed a librarian to organize a library in
a mountain village in Ghana. | signed up
and in October 1999, boarded Ghana
Airways for the overnight flight fo Accra.
Little did | know just how helpiul all of my

Virginia Wifh: in fhe fown of Efinina, casi of Cape Coast, Ghana.

librany science studies would prove to be
to me in my volunteer worl overseas.

EXPECT CULTURE SHOCK

As part of the reading assignments in
iy information science courseworl under
Dir. Melanie Morton at The University of
Southern Mississippi, | discovered arlicles
thal used anthropological concepts to
explain the behavior of library users. In
one al these articles [Sever, 1994 the
author applies the concept of culture
shock to users not familiar with compui-
ers. Library personnel sometimes fall into
the habit of treating these users as chil-
dren, palronizing them due to their limit-
ed understanding of all things related to
computers, Another concept discussed in

this reading was the tendency 1o make
similar value judgments regarding any-
thing "a
lure.
Like the library staff that “know it all,
Westerners sometime freat individuals
from other cultures in an arrogant or
intolerant manner.  Historically, superior
altiludes have been around awhile {Bould-
ing, 1956). This negative behavior

ien” or different in another cul-

among Westerners traveling abroad is
sometimes expressed in the way they freaf
“native peoples,” particularly in Third
World countries.  Boulding suggests that
cur “image” of the world or our world-
view iz what we believe fo be lrue, is our
perception of truth, and that it is this
image of truth that influences our behaw-
iar. It is very importan! lor those whao
wish fo do volunteer work in countries of
diverse cultures and customs fo do some
careful reading and, after careful review of
one s attitudes, seriously prepare to
accept the new and unusual without
judgement. Food, dress, and social
mores are sometimes very different from
what we know and are accuslomed 1o in
the United States. Ditterent does not
mean inferior — it means different. 5o,
when traveling overseas as a volunleer
librarian, be prepared for cultural diversity
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and accept the many opportunities to
learn and experience new manners and
lifesiyles.,

MATTERS TO CONSIDER

Besides embracing new ideas about
culture, communication, and information
[and the encouragement and support from
one’s family), there are practical matters to
consider in preparing for an overseas vol-
unteer stinl.  Being a volunteer does not
usually mean vour expenses will be paid.
Sometimes it is possible to secure funding
thraugh a grand, as | did for an Earthwatch
archaenlogical expedition.  An alternative
lo securing grant funding is planning your
awn trip, financing travel and living
expenses yourself, and making all the con-
tacts for a volunteer project,  Hesources
on the Internet, fravel books, and meeting
people from various countries are good
ways 1o selecl a country and investigate
the availabiling of volunteer work. Educate
vourself as much as you can about the
host countrg’s socio-political conditions,
as well as their local costumes and lifestle
in the selection process.

In matters of clothing, remember to be
culturally sensitive to customs and temper-
arure norms, pack light and plan o buy
some ethnic wear during vour stay. [t will
lake aboutl one vear, mare or less, 1o pre-
pare for vour sojourn in anather country,
Six months would be about as shart & time
as wou can fake to de this, though | do not
recommend il You will need enaugh
time to get all your booster shots.  Starl
early with your immunizations thraugh
yaur lacal health departmen).  Essential
Web sites 1o check are the U5 Depart-
ment of Stale = Bureau of Consular Affairs
< hitp:/ /travel.state.gov = as well as the
Centers for Disease Contral and Preven-
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tion <http:/ Swww cde.gov/ = Of
course, you will need to apply for a pass-
port f[ﬂrrﬂE. and nstructions availzble from
any L. S, Post Office) helore gelling a visa
1o 1hL country of chaice fram their embassy
in the Uniled Slates. This takes time.

EXPERIENCES IN GHANA
The guestion | am maost
frequently asked about my
experiences in Ghana is
about food, which is wvery
important, culturally, |
found that the grasscutter, uPI
a charming rodent resem-
bling a guinea pig, is a
dietary mainstay in Ghana.
Crwverall, my experi-
ences in Ghana were var-
ied and lite changing. 1 se
up a card catalog with
“cards” cul from paper;
gquided teachers with no
prior experience in estab-
lishing a town library;
worked on a bibliography
of rare books in a universi-
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that it flows from doing and Teeling as well
as thinking. | am convinced that being a
professional librarian has given me the
opportunity ta “risk going too far,” and
the journey has been maost rewarding. For
mare information about this beautiful
country an the west coast of Alrica, see
hitp:# Awawnw ghana.gov.gh.
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ty library; told stories to Sunyani F.
150 eager kindergarteners; kel
helped clean and organize
ancient artifacts from a dig;
lzarned to like grasscutter AWRED @
stew: became accustomed
to cold showers for & Erchi
bathing; remembered il o
always 1o bring my own tis- Farkwa g, e
sue; and learned to ask for s Sexondy ‘ﬁl‘?‘{m
help when | needed it ﬂ:llm EMEEﬂI

Mast of all, | learned thal
lzarning is experiential and
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PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS TO CONTACT:

International Association of Schoaol Librarianship [145L)
it e dasl-slo.org s/

American Library Association International Kelations Kound Tahle
hitps: /A ala arg A/

Armerican Library Association Infernational Belations Office
htip: A ala, orgSwarke international irciret. himl
Conftains infermation about internationl visits and exchanges, checklisits,
bibliographies and funding sources.
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My Missionary Experience in Zambia

By Meredith Fuiral
Heferences Elecironic Librarian
Llriiversify of Mississipoi
mfiral@oleniss. edu

ZAMBIA?!I?

Zambia., Most people have to ask
where Lambia is localed. | had 1o ask the
same question when | was making a deci-
sion about a hwo-vear commitment as a
missionary livrarian, Zambia is located in
Southern Central Africa. It is a land-
locked country surrounded by Angola,
Congo (formally Zaire). lTanzania,
Malawi, Mozambiqué, Zimbabwe,
Botswana, and MNamibia, Victoria Falls, a
frue wonder of the world, is located on
the border between Zambia and Zimbab-
we.  Dver nine million people live
throughout Zambia. 1t may come as a
surprise to learn that Zambia’s official lan-
guage is English. The two primary rea-
sons thai English is spoken are due not
only to approximately 60 o 70 other lan-
guages and dialects being spoken

throughout the counlry, but also to the
influence of early colonial setlernents by
the British in the 19th and 20th cen-
The native languages mast spa-
ken include Myanja, Bermba, Tonga, and
Lozi. Despite the numerous languages,
the Zambian people do not have a com-
munication conflict among the many
cities and villages, Zambia is one of the
few Southern African countries with a sta-
ble government and no infernal condlicl.
Zambia is green during the rainy sea-
son and brown during the dry season.
However, bright flowers snll find a way o
bloam even during the driest time of the
year, Wealth and good health belong 1o
a few:; unfortunalely, poverty and disease
belong 1o many. Through all these socio-
sconomic contrasts, the people of Zambia
are warm, Iriendly, and welcoming to
newcomers, | hey do not let their difficult
lives get them down or dampen their joy
of life. The Zambian people are very
calm and serene, and they always have
In fact, they sing
some af the mosi

furies.

time for fea or a song.
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beautiful music |
have ewver heard.
These fraits
endeared the Zam-
bian people to me.

THE
SEMINARY
I arrived in
Jambia in March
of 1995 as a mis-
sionary journay-
man for the Inter-
national Mission

Board of the
MOZAMBIQUE| Southern Baptist
T \\‘ Convenlion, | was

-

] assigned to work as
the principal librari-
an at the Bapfis
Theological Semi-
nary of Zambia.
The seminary is

Map of Fambia

located in the capi-
tal city of Lusaka,

which has & population of over one mil-
lion.  Students at the seminary can study
to become preachers, ministers, and
evangelists. 1l is a residential school thar
alfers a four-year degree program similar
to a junicr college degree and a three-
vear diploma program similar to a high
school diploma. There is also an Enaglish
as a Second Language program offered
for some of the students’ wives who do
not have the language skills, required
schooling, or achievemnent testing neces-
sary 1o enroll in the degree or diploma
programs.  Missionaries from the United
States, as well as Zambians, teach at the
seminary, Many of the Zambian teachers
are former students of the seminary
degree program. It is the plan of the
International Mission Board to turn the
administration of the seminary over to the
Zambians in ten vears so that they will
have administrative control of lhe semi-
nary.

There were just over thirty students
enralled during the two years | worked as
a librarian at the seminary librany. From
the very heginning of my work there, |
noticed the students were excited and
enthusiastic about their studies. They
considered it a great privilege 10 be able
lo study and live at the seminany.

THE LIBRARY

As the only trained librarian at the
seminary, | had several responsibilities, |
was the library administrator, reference
librarian, teacher, and cataloger. In many
ways, the job was similar 1o that of many
high school librarians in Mississippi and
the United Siates at large.

The collection in the library is very
goad: in fact, | believe it is one of the best
theological libraries in Southern Alfrica.
The colleclion consists of approximately
13.000 volumes of books, periodicals,
and videos primarily focused on the sub-
ject ol theolagy and religion, Maost of the
library cofleciion was obtained, not
through purchases, but through the per
sonal gifls and donations of departing or
reliring missionaries.
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Chne of my fasks as administrator was to
order hooks, periodicals, and videos, Sew-
eral fimes while | was there, funds for
maferials became available to the librany,
making it possible to order many new
acquisilions. | was delighted that so many
books and videos were added to the collec-
tion owver the two-pear period | was in
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charge of the libran,.

Another administrative fask involved the
rearganization of the periedical subscrip-
tions,  The periodicals came from many
ditfferent countries including Kenya,
Malawi, Nigeria, South Africa, and Eng-
land, in addifion o the United States. With
no vendor to assist with maintaining the

- R e

Assistants (I-r) Luke Buleva, Sam Mufewa, Lawrence Chibuve, Enock Musonda, and

Justin Lokekie,

"This ought to be available to every
person to help increase knowledge abont

current subscriptions, or billing the librany
for perindicals on a rouline pay schedule,
there was no reasanable arder o the sub
scription renewals, claims or tracking of
the financial recards,

| was very fortunaie to have five
assigned student workers and one full-time
library assistant work with me in the librany.
The students and lihrary assistant were
instrumental in helping the library run
smoothly. They had the same fype duties
rhat mosl student workers have in academ-
ic. libraries in the United Slates. The help
the students provided allowed me fo focus
on other areas of my job beyond the
administrative needs of the library. | was
able to provide reference assist ance o the
teachers and sludents who used resources
in the library. | also taught a library skills
and research methods course during the
first school term of 1999, A schoal ferm
is approximately three and a half months.
leaching the class was a challenge
because my resources were only a few

books | had brought with me, and it was
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my first fime to teach an adult class. |
laught the class on a basic skills level, start-
ing at the elementary and moving to a high
school leval,

The biggest and muost formidable chal-
lenge for me was the assignment 1o com-
plete the retrospective conversion of the
card catalog to the online public access
catalog or OPAL, a project begun about a
vear before | arrived,  Earlier, a volunteer
missionary couple had purchased fwao
computers through donations and sei
thermn up in the library, One computer was
installed in the librarian’s office. and the
second computer was located in the main
room of the library for use by the students.
| had 1o learn the Winnebago sofnvare car-
aloging system, used by many American
school media systems, before | could
begin fo consislently and cerrecily cafalog
the books. The Winnebago user’s manu-
al and the software itself were the only
resources available 1o help me learn the
systern. Finally, atter much rial and error,
| was able to spend some time, almost
every day, adding records to the system,
The switch to the computer catalog
involved both copy and original cataloging
and the processing of materials, including
printing new labels for all the book spines.
As my practical training was primarily in
public services, | had o rely almost com-
pletely on my library school knowledge io
assign subject headings and Dewey Deci-
mal numbers to the maierials, Fortunate-
Iy, | was able fo waorl with current editions
of the Dewey Decimal Classification and
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felafive Index and the Sears List of Sub-
ject Headings, To mu own arnazernent, |
entered approximately Q000 filles ro the
QPAC during rmy firme in the library,

Betore | lefr in 2000, several good
things happened to the library. The
library received funds to purchase needed
equipment, a barcade reader for inventory
as well as future checkouts, Secondly, a
new compuler was donated to the librany
that made it possible for me to set up a
network between the two existing com-
puters s that sludents could more easily
search the OPAC, In the future, | hope
the library will become wired for access 1o
the Internet.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

| was not totally consumed by library
work during my fwo vears as a missionary
likrarian. | was involved in many other
social and missionary activities as well,
and had many good times with other mis-
sionaries.  There were many weekends
that | traveled to bush villages with ather
missionaries who were ministering to the
people. | joined a community choir in
order to meet other people in the city of
Lusaka, My time away from the library
also included travel, particularly several
trips 1o ather parts of Zambia and 1o the
naighharing countries aof Zimbhabwe,
Botswana, and South Alrica.

Almost everyane | talk fo is surprised
to know that | did not live in a hut, The
truth is that | shared an apariment with
anather missionary.  The apartment had
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both running water and electricing,  How-
ever, many Zambians who live in the cily
live in concrete houses with no electricity
or running water,  Zambians who live in
the bush willages have huts for homes,
which lack many modern conveniences,
In fact, they normally gel water from a
cendral well, river, or creek, and usually
they also have no electricity.

CHANGED FOREVER

Living in Africa was a new, strange, and
wonderful experience,  Af first | was a little
lenely, but the friendship of the Zambian
peaple as well as the other missionaries
helped me quickly settle in and enjoy life in
LZambia, The fime | spent in Zambia in the
seminary library was absolutely invaluable
to me. | cannot count the ways | was affect-
ed, mentally and emotionally. | am thank
ful that | had the chance 1o meet some real-
by wonderiul people and to gain an abun-
dance of life experiences, as well as having
an excellent apportuniny fo pul library theo-
rny into praclice as a professional.

Although the International Mission
Board of the Southern Bapiist Canven-
tian sent me to Zambig, this is not the
anly crganization that sponsors people to
work in overseas library services. There
are many opportunities awaiting librarians
in countries all over the warld, and [ rec-

ommend this type experience to any
librarian who has the time and opportuni-
by, | have a special place in my heart for
Zambia and southern Africa and hope 1o
refurn one day.
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What's So Special About...

Column Editor: P Toby Graharm, The Universing of Southern Mississipoi

“They Belong in Mississippi”:

*99,

Evers Papers Donation to MDAH

By Elbert K. Hilliard
Lirector
Mississinni Denariment of Archives
and Hision
a0l 35496850

In a ceremony Held in the historic
House of Representatives Chamber of the
d Capitol Museurn of Mississippi Histo-
ry an April 25, 2002, Myrlie Evers,
widow of civil rights leader and martyr
Medgar Evers, presented liftu-five hoxes
of her hushand’s personal papers as well
as her own to the state of Mississippi,
Before a large audience of elected offi-
cials, civil rights leaders, interested cifi-
zens, high school students, and family
and friends, Mrs, Evers spoke eloquently
aboul her strong attachment to these
papers, It was dilficult 1o let them go.
They were something near and dear fo
me. | could pick them up and feel a litile
hit of Medgar.™ Bul in an extraordinany
gesture of reconciliation, Evers presenied
the papers 1o the Department of Archives
and History because, in her words, “They
belong in Mississippi.”

Indeed they do belong in Mississippi.
Medgar Evers was perhaps the most
imporlant figure in this state’'s civil rights
histery,  As the first Mississippi field sec-
retary for the MAACP, Evers played a
leading role in nearly every civil rights
acticn in the state belore June of 1963,
when he was assassinated in the driveway
of his lamily home at 2332 Guynes
Street in Jackson,  After her hushand’s
death, Muyrlie Evers moved her family to
California, where she hecame a promi-
nent business executive and public ser-
vant. In 1995 she hecame the first
woman 1o chair the NAACPE.

Though she has now lived on the

West Coast tor nearly three decades, Myr-
lig Evers has maintained strong ries to
Mississippi. At the ceremony April 25¢th,
she spoke of her love for the state and her
determination to make the world under-
stand the sacrilices Mississippians made
in the struggle for human rights, She
announced thal she is in the process of
establishing the Medgar Evers Instilute in
Mississippi to perpetuate her hushand’s
memaory, fo henor the achievements of
civil rights leaders, and to promote racial
reconciliation and equality.  Mrs. Evers
said also that Medgar shared her feelings
abaut the state and that she f2lf thai he
would have approved of her decision to
bring their papers home 1o Mississippi.

DOCUMENTS EVERS WORK

The Medgar and Murlie Evers papers
will Torm one of the most important col:
lections held by fhe Mississinpt Depart-
ment of Archives and Histary, The
papers of Medgar Evers document his
wark with the MNAACE in Mississippi dur-
ing the 19505 and early 1960s and reac
tions to his murder in 1963, Among
Medgar Cvers's papers are primary docu-
ments relating to civil rights actions,
including petitions for improvements to
black schools, affidavits signed by Alrican
Americans denied the right o register fo
vote, the ariginal minute book of the
Jackson chapter of the NAACP, and
reporls on investigations of racial inci-
dents,  The Medgar Evers papers also
include correspondence from the 149505
and '60s, materials Evers used to develop
speeches, newspaper clippings from
Evers’s files and about his death, and
sympathy lefters that were sent to Mys,
Evers from people around the world.

The papers of Myrlie Evers document

Murlie Evers and Efthert B, Hilliard,
director, MDA, meerf to plan the
ceremony at which she will present the
Evers Collection.

ner continued involvernent with the civil
rights mavement atter her hushand’s
death. The papers also include corre
spondence relating to her family life in
California, her corporate and public ser-
vice careers, and her leadership of the
MNAALE: materials from her campaign for
Congress in 1970 and the Los Angeles
City Council in 1987, and personal
papers of her family, the Beasleys, in
Vicksburg.

Mary prominent national institutions
sought the Evers Collection. Mrs. Evers
chose the Mississippi Departmenr of
Archives and History alter a long process
of discussion and negefiation. We were
initially encouraged to approach Mrs
Evers by Jeanne Luckett of Communica-
tion Arts Company, whao had worked




closely with Mrs. Evers, the Department
of Archives and History, and Tougaloo
College in developing exhibits for the
Medgar Evers House, which has been
restored with funding provided by the
Mississippi Leqgislature. We asked
leanne, a longtime friend of the Depart-
ment, to convey to Mrs. Evers our interest

in the collection.  About three years ago,
during a visit to Jackson, Mrs, Evers visit-
ed the Old Capitel Museum, where she
spoke with Donna Dye. then museum
directar, and H. T. Holmes, director of
the Archives and Library Division, about
the Evers Collection, Close 1o a year
later, the Department was invited to sub-
mit a formal proposal, and the process of
negotiation began,  Mrs, BEvers was con-
cerned aboui such questions as when the
papers would be calaloged and opened,
what kind of finding aid would be pro-
duced, and how much contral she waould
refain aver the use of the papers.
Alithough | teel that ocur responses to
these guestions gawve Mrs. Evers conli-
dence that her papers would be well
cared for here, | believe that in the end i
was Mra, Evers’s longlime friendship with
former governor and MDAH Board of
Trustees president William F. Winter, and
her admiralion for him, that sealed her
decision to place the papers at MDA,

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE GIFT

At the ceremany on April 25th, Gow-
ernor Winter described the significance of
Mrs, Evers’'s gift to the Department. “In
opening these papers we have the oppor-
tunity to make a strong and public slate-
ment that the Mississippi Department of
Archives and History belongs to every
single person in the state. We collect
documents and arfifacts relating o the
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histary of all Mississippians, We callec
documents and artifacts that reveal the
truth about our history, no mater how
painful the truth is. That is the mission of
this Department. We proclaim it and cel-
ehrate it here today.”

The Evers papers will be the first new
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collection accessible o the public in the
William F. Winter Archives and Histary
Building, which is scheduled 10 open in
2003, We are proud o offer a collection
of such significance, and we hope (hai
scholars, students, and interested citizens
will make good use of it.

™ 1 I T R ] "
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WWe help libraries to become a magic place,
where books come o life in young minds, and
reading becomes an experience and a memory

rather that just a simple activicy.

we represent— % GRESSCO,LTD.
b

Ve represent many
manufacturerers who
create warm, happy
and functional places
for children to be
invited to explore the
wanderful world of
reading. Contact
Library Interiars for
more information.
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Column Editor: Rick Targerson, Delta Siate Uniiversity

Authority Records:
Directing Traffic in Your Catalog

B Kathleen L. Wells
Seriior Catalog Librarian
e University of Southern Mississippi
kathleen, wells@usm. edu

l'o a library user searching for material
by a certain author or gn a particular sub-
ject, the online public access catalog
(OPAC) can be a daunting information
maze. Like winding streets in an unfamil-
iar cify, searches can lead to dead ends or
te places that, while they may be interest-
ing, are not where the searcher wanis 1o
he. If the patron is looking for works by a
local author named James Smith, how
will thal name be distinguished from fthe
other James Smiths in the catalog? |f
there is nothing under “James Smith,”
does that mean the library owns nathing
by the author, or is he in the cataloag
under a different name? Flipping threugh
a card catalog drawer allows for accidental
discovery of headings filed {or misfiled) in
unexpected places along the way to locat-
ing & desired heading., While OPACs
also have browsing capability, 2 heading
in an index screen does not convey as
much information as an entire catalog
card, and nonstandard headings do not
necessarily “file”™ where they can be easily
spotted. What is needed, then, is a direc-
fional systerm paointing OPAC users away
from inaccurate searches and toward the
infarmaticon they need. Fartunately, such
a system already exists in the form of
authority conirol,

While proponents of keyward search-
ing may consider authority work obsalete,
a file of accurate and up-to-date authority
records can be of great value to OPAC
users by gathering information under
authorized headings and providing cross-
relerences. For example, an Auburn Uni-

versity study used OFPAC transaction logs
to show: (1) browse searches for series
rose steadily as the librany's series authoring
records were added o the automated sys-
em, and (2} patrons used the cross-refer-
ence structure to locate series fitles,'
Authority recards may also include usetul
noles that explain the relationship of head-
inas to each other or bring out background
information about authors and subjects.

A LUXURY?

In & 1998 survey, 21% ol Mississioni
public and academic library respondents
reported that they did no authority worl: at
all, and many others were selective in the
types of headings that received authority
contral.®  Financial constrainls were the
mosi-cited reason for limiting ar for not
performing autharity work.  In the current
fiscal environment, a labor- and detail-
intensive process like authority control
may seem like a luxury. However, “the
key elements of authority control, good
structure and consistency, are essential 1o
a good library catalog,™ Even if a library
cannol afford to authorize its entire
database, selected headings can be autho-
rized to assist patrons in the mosl fre-
quently performed types of searches.
Since personal name headings are amang
the most-authorized headings in Mississip-
pi libraries’ catalogs,” this overview of
authority record structure will focus on
personal name authority records, A com-
plete listing and explanation of MARC
authority tags can be found in the
MARCZT Format for Authority Daia.,

THE BASICS:
MARC VARIABLE FIELDS
Ihe Txx field in authority records rep-
resents the authorized form of the head-

ing. This is the form in which all the cor-
responding incidences of that heading
should appear in the library’s bibliograph-
ic records. The 1xx fag for personal
name headings in authority records is
100, as it is in the bibliographic record
format,
100 1 Faulkner, William, %
1897-1962

Linlike 1xx bibliographic fields, these
fields in authorily records do not end with
a period.

In authority work with names, the cat-
aloger Iries to establish unigue headings,
e, o differentiale belween persons with
the same name. This may require adding
information to the form of the heading
found on the work being cataloged. Birth
and death dates should be added o per-
sonal names if known, although the
Library of Congress (LC) does not go
back and add death dates to names thal
were esfablished with an open date.
Fuller forms of names can be added
according 1o Angfo-American Cataloging
Rules, Znd ed. [AACRZ2) Rule 22.18:
“add the fuller form to distinguish
between headings that are otherwise iden-
tical™; in many cases, LC adds fuller
[orms even when they are not required 1o
break a conflicl.” For example, in estab-
lishing a heading for James Smith, the
hypothetical author mentioned above, the
cataloger would first look at the form of
nis name on the chief source of informa-
tion af the ilem being cateloged. If thai
form is simply “James Smith," the cata-
loger shauld ook for additional informa-
tion in order to distinguish him from oiher
James Smiths. There might be a bio-

y
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graphical blurh in the book or on the
jacket indicating that Mr. Smith was barn
James Lawrence Smith in 1955, In that
case, the authorized heading would be:
1001 Smith, James S5q (James
Lawrence), $d 1955-

If Mr. Smith wrote under the name of 1,

Lawrence Smith, the heading would be:
100 1 Smith, J. Lawrence Sq

{James Lawrence), hd

1955-

The 4wxx lields represent see trom
references, These are made for variant
forms of the heading in the Txx field,
though relerences are not made for all
possible varianis. Library of Congress
Rule Interprefation (LCRED 26.2 says:
“Trace a relerence [rom each variant that
affects the primary elements of the name.
Faor the normal, inverted heading this
means variations in all elements 1o the lelt
of the comma and in the first element to
the right of the comma.”™ In our Smith
examples, then, the first heading above
(Srnith, James) would not receive a cross
reference tor the fuller form, since there
are no variants affecting the primary ele-
ments of the name. The sacond exam-
ple, with the forename represented by an
initial, would receive a “see” reference
from “amith, James Lawrence:”

100 1  Smith, ). Lawrence $q
{(James Lawrence), 5d
1955-

400 1 Smith, James Lawrence,
Sd 1955-

To same extent, the number of references
glso depends on the variants of the name
found in the work or works being cata-
loged. I Mr. Smith also writes under the
name “l. L. Smith”™ but "), Lawrence
Smith” iz the predominant form used in
his works, the cataloger adds a second

reference to the above authority record:
400 1 Smith, 1. L. $q (James
Lawrence), $d 1955-

Since the rules require that a reference be
constructed in the same {form it would
appear it chosen as the heading, the binh
date is given in cross-references just as if
is in the authorized heading.

See also references are entered in
Lbax fields, For personal names, a 500
field reference is made trom other valic
lorms ol the name that are alse in use as
headings in the librarny's catalog. |f an
author writes under multiple names and,
o quole AACRZ Rule 22 2B2, has "sep-
arate bibliographic idenfities” associated
with each name, then each name should
be established as a vahd heading. Sup-
nose that cur Mr, Smith, who writes
scholarly works on Southern history, also
writes detective tiction under the name
“Attila lones.” The cataloger creates an
authority record lor both “bibliographic
identities,” with “see also™ references link-
ing them:

100 1 Smith, ). Lawrence %q
{James Lawrence), $d
1955-

400 1  Smith, James Lawrence,
Sd 1955-

B0} 1 Jones, Attila, $d 1955-

100 1 Jones, Attila, 5d 1955-

500 1 Smith, ). Lawrence 5q

{James Lawrence), $d

1955-

Mote thal the reference for a variant of
Smith’s name is not repeated on the
authority record for Jones, since it is not &
variant of the lones name.

If an author uses several pseudonyms,
or has a joint pseudonym with another

author, it may be difficult to tell the whole

story with cross-references. In such
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cases, the cataloger can use what LT calls
an explanatory or complex see also
reference, a lree-text note in a 663 field
{complex “see” references are entered in
tag 664). LC prefers the use of simple
references where possible,” but catalogers
can use complex references as needed in
local autharity records.

663 For detective and mys-
tery stories written by
this author under a
pseudonym, search
under $b Jones, Attila,
1955-

Encoding the name in this reference in a
separate subfield {($b] enables it to func-
hon as a “live,” clickable reference in an
OPAC display. Displaving this nede in
the OPAC gives patrons a brief overview
of an author’s biblographic identities.

The 667 held is defined as a "non-
public general note.™  This is a note for
catalogers’ use, giving background infor-
malion aboul the authorized heading in a
cataloging contexl.  For personal names,
such & note could be used when differen-
Hating between two or more authors with
the same name, or o indicate autharity
work dene in connection with a particular
project ar library collection:

667 Mot the same as Smith,
James, writer on 18th-
century music

667 USM Oral History Pro-
fgram

An importan! area of name authority
records is the 670 field, or source data
found information.  This is where the
cataloger documents the information used
to establish the name heading in the 100
field. Often the source is the work being
cataloged, bul relerence waorks, Web
sites, and correspondence with avthors o
publishers can also be cited in the 670,
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670 fields include the title and date of the
worli being cited, the location in the work
where the information was found, and the
information itself,

670 History of Mississippi,
2002: 5b t.p. ().
Lawrence Smith) jacket
{James Lawrence Smith,
b. 1955}

670 Mississippi authors
WWW home page,
416,2002: 5b (Shirley

Jean Johnso n)

Sources for “see from” references are not
required by the cataloging rules, bur all
“see alsa” references must be document-
ed in 670 fields:

670 Murder in the Delta,
1999: $b t.p. (Attila
Jones) back cover
{Attila Jones, pseud. of
). Lawrence Smith)

The 675 held, lor source data not
found, ar first seems like the uliimate in
cataloging minutiae: we have io siate
where we didn’f find the information?
But catalogers can exercise some discre
lon in the use of 675 fields: all sources
that are unsuccesstully consulred do not
have to be listed. Like the 670, the 675
refers 1o the heading in the Twx field. A
source cited in a 675 might not cantain
the 1xx heading, but could have informa-
lion necessary for eslablishing a "see
also” reference, Another possible use of
the 675 is to list sources consulied in fry-
ing to break a conllicl between identical
MATES.

A field that is no longer used in LC's
name autharity records, but which cata-
logers may find valuable in creating local
authorifies, is the 678 lield, for blographi-
cal or historical information pertaining 1o
the Tux heading.
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678 0 Born Natchez, Miss.,
BA1T7/722; d. Oxford,
Miss., 6/°20/98.
Professor of English at
the University of
Mississippi, 1950-1987.

A word of caution:  libraries that
enhance their local authority records
with, for example, expanded 663 fields
or hiographical information in the 678
could lose that data if the records are
overlaid with standardized records pur-
chased from a commercial vendaor or
downloaded from OCLC. The likelihood
of a local record being replaced with a
“bought” record, and options for presery-
ing local data, need to be weighed in
deciding what types of local authority
work will be dane.

CONCLUSION
Authorily waork is a time-consuming
process, and many companents of
aulhorily records do not display to the
public. Library users rarely find their way
to the technical services area fo say “Hey,
greal cross-reference!” But the results of

all that work are on display, and are used
every day, in the structure of the OPAC
and its ability to direct patrons 1o the inflor-
mation they nead.
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NEW BUILDINGS
AND RENOVATIONS
O Tuesday, April 23xd this vear, the
Mississippi Library Commission
(MLC) held groundbreaking ceremonies
for their first permanent library facility
since the Commission was established in
1926. The new building will be located
on a beautiful wooded lot at 3881 East-

wioad Dirve in Jackson.

{Picfured Left fo right)

Sharman B. Smith, Executive Direcfor
af MLC: Representative Gregory Haol.
foway, Sr. (D¥sirict 76); Senator Rob
Smith (Disfricd 35); Kepresenfative
Tommy Kevynolds (Districk 33); Kepre-
sepfafive Sfeve Holland (Disirict 16);
Dr. Glenda Segars, Chairaf Board of

Cennmissioners; Senator Sampson lack-
son (District 32 ); Represenfative Joe
Warren (District 20); Dr. Terry Latour,
President of MLA; Frances Cofeman,
MLE Eﬂ'ﬂfl’.f HMN2R lcll'l'f_,.' Df- RU.‘F.'FI?:.F'
Burns, MLC Board member; Larry
McMilfian, MLC Board member: JoAnn
A, Reid, MLC Board member

Construction is underway of the
60,000 square foat building, and it is
projected that the new state library head-
quarters will be ready for cccupancy by

earhy 2004,

<

The First Regional Library Head-
quarters in Hernando is currently
adding 15,000 sq. ft. in an exiensive
renovation and expansion project.  The
addition will provide much-needed space
for offices, public computers and meet-
ing rooms. During Mational Library
Week, FRL held a "“Construction Zone
Pariv” and encouraged people of all ages
to personalize part of the tempaorany con-
struction wall,
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News Briefs

First Hegional
Library
irector Jim
Anderson ard
Regional
Board Mem-
bers Marie
Carliton
{ Fafe County)l
andd Lucie
Bridgforih

- : {DeSoto Coun-
fuy) take a break from the Regional
Board Meeting to sign their names dur-
firg the “Constroction fone Parfy. "

R

The Jackson-George Regional Library
Systemn celebrated the 5 200 sq. fi. expan-
sion of the Lucedale-George County
Public Library with a “Building for cur
Future™ groundbreaking ceremony, JH &
H Architects, Lid. of Jackson designed the
new building, A 1999 Capital Improve-

ment Grant from the Mississippi Library
Commission, with matching support lrom
the city and county, is funding the
$890. 905 project. On hand for the cere-
mony were many area children, each
zporting a “hard hat” to help celebrate the
start of the new construction.

Lucedale-Ceorge Counfy Public
Libirary “Building for oor Future”
Fictured are (f to r) County Supervisor
Heory Cochran, Supervisor 1.E. Pope,
Supervisor Larry Havard, Supervisor
Fav Eubanks, Library Trusiee Florence
Wilson, Natalic Sommerour, Represen-
tative Percy Maples, Jim Corfey, Cihy
Alderman Carie Moulds, Mayvor Davion.
Whites, MO, Library Manager fanet
Smith, f:ii‘!,.-' Alderman Lfﬂyd Welford,
Alderman Lowis Valenfine, and Afder-
man Payiton Doadfey.

-
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Waveland Library held a ground-
breaking ceremony on April 26 for their
$500,000 renovationexpansion project.
The project will increase the present
building’s size to 5,000 sq. ft., the mini-
mum recemmended [or a communily
fibrary; bring the building into compliance
with the Americans with Disabilities Act
and implement energqy conservation mea-
sures. | he project was funded by a state
bond grant through the Mississippi
Library Commission, the City of Wave-
land, and Hancock County Library Sye-
tern.  Architect for the project is Walter
Balton of BDA, Inc. of Giloxi.

LJ
—_— “_' .

GIFTS AND GRANTS

The Mississippd Library Commission
has awarded a $20.000 Librany Services
and Technology Act (LSTA) grant to the
Hancock County Library System.
Funds will be used to improve library ser-
vice through a redesign of the library sys-
tem's long-range strategic marketing plan
o take it into the 21st century. The mar-
keting grant will create a “hbrand”™ identity
for the library system “to identify the
library systemn’s] services as distinc
from athers.” Ted Riemann and the
Prime Time Group have confracted with
the library systemn 1o assist in the develop-
ment of the new “brand” identity

e

The Mississippi Library Commission
also funded LSTA grants for the Jack-
son-George Hegional Library Sys-
tem 1o create three Homeland Security
Intormation Centers,  The Security Cen-
ters are |located in at the Pascagoula
Public Librarv, Ocean Springs
Municipal Library and Lucedale-
George County Public Library.
They will be used 1o educate the public
with reliable and accurate information on
security, ferrorism, biological warfare,
nuclear wariare, and psycholegical
aspects of terrorism.  Public programs
and multimedia presentations featuring
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national and local professional securiny
specialisls are also planned.

Ihe M. R. Dve Library in Horn
Lake, a branch of the First Regional
Liorary, recenily received a agrant from the
Assisi Foundation of Memphis to create a
farnily literacy program called “First Place
tor Families.” The $16.000 grant has
been used for developing collections, pro-
grams, and workshops.  Parent-teacher
materials, including books and videos,
have heen purchased on subjects such as
reading readiness, lesson plans, learning
disabilities, and other difficult parenting
issues.  Twenty-six thematic stary time
kits were crealed andeare available for
checkout. Teachers. childcare centers.
nome schooling families, and library stali
members may reserve kits,

Frograms funded thraugh the grant
nave included family story fimes and lec-
wures on parenting and lileracy. Featured
guests have included Ann Henson and
Judy Swirdivant of BRIDGES (Eringing
Resources, Inclusion, and Developmen-
rally Appropriate Gains to Every Child in
Mississippil; Deborah Adero Ferguson,
who uses music, dance, and Adrican lan-
quages 1o draw people inta the story-
telling experience; Richard Graham, a
world music aficionadoe who featured
music from Brazil, and Autumn Morning
Star, a Mative American storgteller,

T

The University of Southern Mis-
sissippi Libraries recenlly received a
$1 million endowment from Hatiiesburg
residents Mary and Joseph Tatum Jr,
When fully funded, the endowment will
linance library internships at Sauthern
Miss for twe graduate and 13 undergrad-
uate students, with preference given to
the children of Hattiesburg and Forrest
County public employees. Through the
endowment, the Tatums have combined
their interests in education, libraries and
improving benelits for public employees.
This gift is the largest privare gilt 1o be
designated for USM Libraries in the hisio-
ry of LISM,

o
—_— -I-_'_

L

The Meridian/Lauderdale Coun-
ty Public Library received 2 grant ol
$100,000 from the Riley Foundation,
Presented by Dr. Richard RKiley to librany
direcior Steve McCartney, the award will be
used lo purchase approximately S000
audio boaks, which will provide ‘reading’
pleasure o those with visual disabilities as
well as enterlain library users on the road or
busy with other fasks. The grant is the sec-
ond in two years awarded to support the
lirany's collection in service to the city and
county citizens of Meridian and Lauderdale.

e il

NMEW SERVICES & COLLECTIONS

The Jackson-George Regional
Library System now provides a new
free service 1o the public at all branches.
The Learning Express Library service
enables students and those seeking o
betier their professional careers with a
more convenient way fo prepare lor aca-
demic or professional exams — online
Anyone with a valid library card can
access the online service at home ar at a
local branch library from the Internet.
The Learning Express Library covers
mary praclice tests for academic studies,
such as ACT, GED, SAT, math, reading,
and science. The online service also
offers praclice lesting for professional
careers such as Civil Services, Cosmetol-
ogy, EMS, Firefighter, Law Enforcement,
Military, and Real Estate. Adult Basic
Skills tests are also available,

B S

Mississippi State University
Libraries, in cooperalion with the MSL)
Engineering Hesearch Center (ERC) and
the M5SU Remate Sensing Technologies
Center (RSTC), announces the develop-
ment of the Geospacial and Compuiation-
al Digital Library. The Geospacial and
Computational Digital Library will
serve as an online spatial data archiving,
access, and distribution systern and will
provide a Web-based source ol remate
sensing and geographic information for
qeospatial research. The Librany will also

support federal agencies and related orga-
nizalions in conducting natural resource,
transportation planning, and environmen-
tal assessment programs. The project is
being developed in partnership with
Imagelinks, a software company specializ-
ing in software G5 development.

For additional information on the
Cieaspacial and Compulational Digital
Library initiative, contact Deborah Lee,
Associale Professor/ Reference Services
Librarian, at 662-325-Te82 or
dleed@library. msstate. eduy,

—

The Mississippi State University
Libraries has also established the Archi-
tecture Industry Information Center
(AC) to provide relerence resources for
the state’s practicing architects and con-
struction indusing prolessionals. For a fee.
firms may become members of this
unigue information cenfer, which provides
customized, focused searches on a varieny
of topics related to architecture.

Mississippi State Universify Libraries
establishes the Architectore Indusiry
Informartion Center. Pictured are;
Roby Decker, Architect; Kathrin
Dodds, S/ARC Jackson Cenfer Librari-
an; Anne Decker, Architect: Breff
Cupples, Architect fotern.

The architecture branch librany, locat-
ed at 736 Soulh President Street in Jack-
son, features more than 3,500 volumes,
as well as journal collections and periodi-
cal indexes, Al is assisling profession-
als in information refrieval related to cin
planning, arl, consiruction, landscape
architecture, and interior design. The
AlC also serves as an authorized reseller
of American Instilute of Architects docu-
ments. For more informalion. contact
Kathrin Dodds at 601-354-6184 or
kdodds@@librare. msstate edu.
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MLA MEMBERSHIP TOPS 500

Current Mississippi Library Asso-
ciation membership has exceeded
500, according to Dr. Terry Latour,
2002 MLA Fresident.

“This indicates people who work
in and support Mississippi libraries
are committed to building & strong
organization, ” sald Latour. "I urge
each member fo recruit a colleague
or friend to join MLA. Membership
forms can be accessed af hitp: /7
wuw filr usm edus” ~ mla/member,
member.pdf. By joining now, vou will
receive discounts for the annual con-
ference in October, gualify for com-
mittee membership, and receive other
membership henefits.  And don't for-
get to jain one or more raundiables o
support gualify programming in areas
of special inferest, "

WEB PAGE UPDATED

Membership as of April 2002 is
listed on the MLA Web site, along
with other updated information.
“Webmaster Steve Turner and the
Web Commitlee have done an oult-
standing job of making our Web site
usable and informative,” continued
Latour. “And we look forward fo
making it even more responsive to
our mmembership in the futere.”

To receive current information on
MLA activities, join the MLA e-mail list
and encourage ofhers 1o subscribe at
bt www b usm, edus ~ mlas
listservs html.  Future news releases
and other information will be seni
CMLY via the MLA mailing list. If yvou
are receiving MLA information from
ancther list, please make sure you
have registered for the MLA list, so
vou don't miss important information.

“On behall of the MLA Executive
Board, thanks to each of you who
have renewed vour membership for
2002 in support of educational
opportunities and library advocacy
efforfs siatewide, 7 said Latour.

Submitted by MLA
Fublicity Commitiee
Mary M, Ferkins, Chair

MLA 2002
CONFERENCE

PREVIEW
Youth Services Day @ MLA

The commitiees of the Mississippi Library Association's School Sec-
tinn, Young People’s Services Roundtable, Magnolia Training and Youth
Services Swap Shop have designed a “Youth Services Day @ MLA™ on
Wednesday, October 16, 2002, at the Hattiesburg Lake Terrace Con-
vention Center,

The day is designed to offer school librarians, media specialists, and
children and youth services librarians a package of activities (in addition
to programs for general audiences) that offers continuing education, a
luncheon, book talks, a swap shop and time to visit exhibits of new
books and products.

Debbie Wiles, author of Love, Ruby Lavender and Freedom Sum-
mer. will be the speaker at a youth services luncheon. Wiles received
the Mew York Public Library/Ezra Jack Keats Award for best new writer
of children’s books. Freedom Summer won the Coretta Scott
King/Steptoe new tfalent award for illustration and is a Junior Library
Guild selection. YPSRT, chaired by Melissa Wright, and the MLA
School Library Section, chaired by Dee Dee Long, are sponsors of the
joint luncheon.

The Magnolia Training Committee, chaired by Catherine Mathan, is
offering continuing education on several MACNCOLIA products of inter-
est to youth services librarians and media specialists. An afternoon pro-
gram featuring book talks by and for vouth services librarians is sched-
uled in conjunction with the popular Swap Shop, chaired by Victoria
Fenn,.

Youth services librarians, media specialists and school librarians can
spend the aliernoon visiling more than sixty exhibits and siill have fime
Iy attend MLAs firsl general session, “Allernoon with Authors,” and the
all-conference President’s Receplion honoring MLA Presiden! Terry
Latour and keynole speaker Dr. Robert Marlin, Direclor of the Institute
[or Libraries and Museums,

For more information, visit the Mississippi Library Association’s Web
site at wwwlib,usm edus ~ mla/home. himl during the coming months,
And when you visit, subscribe fo the MLA e-mail lisl fo receive MLA
news and conference updates throughout the vear,
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People in the News

Alisa St. Amant has joined the staff
of the Lamar County Library Systemn as
the branch librarian at the new Oak
Grove Librarg, While preparing the new
pranch 1o open, 5l Amanl hopes o get
patron cards into the hands of as many
people living in the Ok Grove communi-
ty as possible betore opening day.

— ey

Martvy Coleman has heen named
Assistant Dhrector for Technical Services
of the First Kegional Library Svustem.
riginally Trom Ohio, she earned her
E.A. in Information Systems fram Missis-
sippl State University and her M. L5,
trom the Uiniversity of Alabama,

N S

The Hancock County Library
Svstem recently announced six staff pro-
maotions and four new employees,
Sheila Cork has been named Coordina-
tor of Customer and Information Services
for the Hancock County Library System.
Adrienne Bradley has been promoted
to the newly created position of Assistan
Coordinator of Customer Services.
Susan Predergrast has been promoted
to Assistant Coordinator of Information
Services. Andrea Kyzar has been
named branch manager of the Pearling-
ton Public Library. Charles Jack has
been named Automation Manager for the
Hancock County Library Sustern.  Met-
ric Dockins has joined the staff as a Ret-
erence Librarian. Donna Szkolnik has
joined HCLS as a Reference Librarian af
the Bay St. Louis-Hancock County
Library. Sandvy Stone has been named
acting branch manager at the Waveland

Library, Swe Favre has been named a
Customer Service Assistant at the Bay 51
Louis-Hancock County Library,  Ann
Mameth joined HCLS in Februarny as a
Library Clark.

Donna Hutchings has refired from
her position as the Adult Education and
Family Literacy Coordinator for the Han-
cack County Library System.  During her
ten years as coordinator, she expanded
the program from a one-on-one literacy
pragram to a multi-lunctional family litera-
cy center funded by the library system

and stalled with a paid assistant and more
than sixty trained valunfeers, most of
themn holding advanced degrees.

Huichings™ program, housed in the
Waveland Library and Literacy Center,
has been featured in local, state and
national publications and received the
Mississippi Municipal Leagues” *Commu
nity Spirit” award in 2000. *Miss
onna.” as her studenis and Tacully aflec-
ticnately know her, was a WLOX-TV Per
son of the Week and has been honored
locally by the Mississippi Library Com-
mission, the Bay 51 Louis Rotary and
Waveland American Legion Pest 77,

1

— W

Yvonne Parton, Computer Trainer
for the Jackson-George Begional Librany

Sustern, and Rex Bridges, Public Eela-
licns Specialist of JOELS, were the fea-
tured presenters al United Way's firsi
Community Care Council meeting ol
2002, The warkshop., “Internet
Resources tar Man-prafits,” highlighted
resources available to local health and
human service providers as well as tips
for web site development,

L)
L
&+

Donnelle Scott has joined The Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi Libraries
as [nformation Services Librarian at the
LSM Gulf Coast Library, Scolt earned
her M.L.ILS. at The University of South-
ern Mississippi,. Meg Meiman, Informa-
tion Services Librarian, began employ-
meni at USM Cook Library on the Hat-
tieshurg campus this spring. She earned
her M_L.1.S. at the University of Alabama.

e

Ronnie W. Wise, direclor of the
Bolivar County Library System and chair-
man af the Bolivar County Literacy
Council, has been selected to be one ol
an extracrdinary group of 181 nationwide
candidales for a Leadership for & Chang-
ing World Award, The award, sponsored
by the Ford Foundation, seeks to recog-
nize. sirengthen and support leaders cur-
rently tackling tough social problems.
Wise was one of over 1,400 to be nomi-
nated for the award this yvear. Each vear,
Leadershin for a Changing World recog-
nizes 20 oulstanding leaders with a4 mon-
etary award of $130,000 and additional
resources for their programs. Wise was
nominaled for the award by Lena Sham-
blin, BCLC literacy coordinalor.
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Fraiser, Jlim. Mississiopi River Couninyg
Tales. Greina, LA FPelican Publishing,
2001, 168 pp. $16.95 paper.

[Feaders who want the chance to learn
fascinating information about Mississippi
histony and myth must read Jim Fraiser's
boak, Mississiopi River Country Tales. i
iz full of stories about peaple, places, and
events. Most of the chapters cover sever-
al periods in Mississippi history, including
stories of setflement, wars, slavery, and
reconstruction. One chapler explores the
folldore of creation stoges from MNative
Americans,; others are about ghosts and
haunted houses located in Mississippi
river country areas.

Fraiser's book compiles and weaves
the staries together 1o show the courage,
cowardice, hate, and love of our Missis-
sippl ancestors, stories thal have been
passed down from generation io genera-
tien. It is an cpportunity to join the
author an a journey through Mississippi
river country and lool back at the
endurance of past generations and the
stories they passed on to their children
and grandchildren. Each chapter is full of
ramance, adventure, kindness, and hostil-
iy, Readers may already be familiar with
some of the stories in the book, but many
include people and places nat very well
known: Annie Christmas, Queen of the
Riverboatmen; Kermit the Frog; and the
by who saved Vicksburg, Readers may
wonder at how many of these stories have
endured through the years.

Mot only are the stories themselves
engaging, but also the fitles of each sec-
lion add some levily To the overall Teeling
of the book, as the entire wark has an
underlying attitude of fun and courage.
This hook will appeal 1o anyone wha has
lived in Mississippi, especially those who
have lived here long enough o know the
river country areas located throughaut the
state. The boolk is captivating for any
reader and has a format that makes it easy
lo read. Each chapier is composed of
short stories averaging from one para-

About Books

graph to a couple of pages.

This book truly is a celebration of Mis-
sissippi’s past. Any public or academic
liorary would be lorfunate to add Missis-
sippi River Country Tales to its
collection.  Also, this book 15 a must for
any library developing a quality Mississip-
piana or Southern literature collection.

Meredith Futral
Reference/ Floctronic Librarian
Ulniversity of Mississipp

Hegwood, Martin, Massacre [sland.
Mew York: St. Martin's Press, 2001.
260 pp. $23.95 hardcover.

laking the action to Dauphin lsland,
Alabama, lack Delmas, a Mississippi
detective from the Gulf Coast, is back
with murder, adventure, and danger at
hand in Massacre fsfand.  In this third
novel, Martin Hegwood develops a story
of intrigue and deception, while also 1ak-
ing us deeper into Delmas™ character,

Eebecca Jordan and three other vic-
tirns are found dead in the Dauphin Island
beach house of Jason Summers, who is
also one of the victims. Carolyn Caviss,
mother of Rebecca, wanls to clear her
daughter’s memary of the ugly rumors
surrounding her death. She goes 1o see
Jack Delmas.

Wanting only to enjoy the last few
days of his daughter’'s summer visit, Jack
intends to reject Carolyn’s request for
halp.  But his rescletion crumbles when

his own parental concerns for his daugh-
ter resonate o the distressed plea for help
by Caralyn Caviss to salvage her daugh-
ter's repulation.  So agains! his better
judament, Jack agrees to investigate.
When Jack goes to Dauphin Island 1o
investigale, he unintentionally puts his
eight-year-ald daughter, Feyton, in dan-
ger as he delivers her to his @ewile Sandy
and her fiancé, who are also visiting
Dauphin Island, By teaming up with
Sheriff's Deputy Jimbo Melnnis, a man of
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action who really enjovs pursuing the bad
guys, Jack ruffles just encugh feathers for
Jason Summers’ ormer associates to pud
both Jack and his voung daughter in
harm’s way.  Although fearful for Pey-
lon's safety, Jack is commifted io solving
the murders right to the dramatic end.

Massacre Island measures up 1o ils
predecessors, Big Lasy Backroad and
Cireen-eved Mureicane, with s well-awrit-
ten plot and extremely likeable here, Jack
Delmas.  With a storyline full of intrigue
and action, it meets the requirements of
an enjovable summer read. Massacre
Isfand is strongly recommended for all
Mississippi libraries.

Donna Phelps Fite
Purvis Branch Librarian
Lamar Counny Library System

Johnson, Mary Elizabeth. Mississio-
o Quilts. Jackson, M5: University Fress
of Mississippi, 2001, 224 pp. $30.00

paper.

Mississipni Quilts, by Mary Elizabeth
Johnson, with photography by 1.D.
Schwalm, 15 the resull of 8 two-year docu-
mentation project of the Mississippi Quilt
Association (MQA]. The Association
searched nineteen davs throughout the
state 1o locate and document a wide variety
of quilts owned or made by Mississippians.

The book’s infroduction traces the for-
mation of the MQA and the daunting task
it faced in Irying to creale an accurate his-
lorical recard. The publication of this
book was an additional strugale, as the
challenge of funding proved 1o be an
abstacle. Eventually, funding for its publi-
cation was made available from the
Depariment ol Archives and History,

The first six chapters cover quilts and
quiltmaking in Mississippi, chronological-
ly, from belore 1825 to 1946, Early set-
tlers broughi many of the oldest quilts to
Mississippi.  The materials and condition
of Ihese pieces ofien attest 1o the fact thar
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they were hasic necessilies rather than
works of art, Some were backed with
feed sacks and stitched with the string
tfrom those sacks, Some were pieced
from fabric of worn or outgrown clothing.
One of the most unusual findings of the
search was the number of quilts from the
1920s found in the Meridian area with
waol batting. Ewventually, one owner
explained that “during the 1920s this sec-
tion of the state was overrun with cypress
weed, commanly known as “dog fennel,)’
and the anly animals which would eat the

"

waed were sheep

I he seventh chapler covers an interest-
ing variety of special quilts such as fund-
raiser quills, vo-ve quits, and quilts made
especially for children. The eighth chap-
ler, “The Tradiion Continues,” discusses
thirteen contemporarny Mississippi quilt-
makers, including Martha Skelion, Gwen-
dolyn Magee, Geraldine Mash, and Hys-
tercine Rankin, These conlemporary arti-
sans are producing quilts in both fradition-
al and extremely contemporary patterns.

The text is fascinating, and quilt-relal-
ed quolations from Eudora Welly, han-
orany chairperson of the MOQA, lead off all
but the last chapter. The chapters begin
with  photographs, many of which were
taken by Miss Weliy, thar illustrate the
time period.  These quotations and pho-
fos provide a literary and historical link 1o
the quilts. The bool is well indexed, and
the lorm used for documentation is
included in the appendices. However,
the highlight of this treasure is the color
photographs thal show many of the docu-
mented quilts and quiltmakers.

This is a must-have for virtually all
Mississippi lbraries. Local histerical soci-
eties and museums will also want 1o pur-
chase il, as will individuals with an interes
in quilting and the fabric arls. It is heped
that the MOA will cantinue the waork of
documenting work created since 1946
and will research quilting doene by Adrican
American Mississippians throughout the
stare’s history, as well.

Louise Pledinec
Assisiant Collection Development Officer
Mississipni State Universing
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Kirkpatrick, Stephen. Wilder Missis-
sippi. Text by Marlo Carter Kirkpatrick.
Madison, M5: Thy Marvelous Weorks,
2001, 153 pp. $38.00 hardeover,

Phaotegrapher Kirkpatrick’s follow-up
te his 1993 work, Wild Missizsippi,
delivers a2 generous seleclion of beautiful
and diverse images of the living things
lhat inhabit our state with us. The large
color photographs, many in close-up,
celebrate Mississippi’s flora, fauna, and
peautiful landscapes, from a dalphin in
the Gulf ai dawn 1o wildflowers growing
b a waterfall in Tishomingo County,
The piclures, inferspersed with poetic
text by Kirkpatrick's wite Marlo, tocus an
the small and often overlooked wonders
in nature: frogs, insects, lichens, aleng
with the deer, waterfowl, and majestic
rees one expecls in a gallery of Missis-
sippd wildlite,  Familiar creatures are pre-
sented in fresh and sometimes startling
ways:  wild furkeys and a buck solemnly
eyeing each other in the middle of a
lield, a "frog's-eye view" of a cotton-
mouth advancing on the camera, only ils
venomous head showing above the
wialer,

Witder Missiszinpi concludes with a
series of vignettes that describe how
selected images were caplured, giving the
reader insight into the trials and joys of
nature photography.  Recommended for
Mississippiana collections and for public,
schoal, and academic libraries.

Kathleen L. Wells
Senior Catalog Librarian
Liniversity of Southern Mississinpi

Webster, Anne L., compiler. African
Americans: A Mississinpi Source Book,
Carrollton, M5; Pioneer Publishing Co.
2001, 193 pp. 330,00 paper,

Mississippi librarians hawve a way with
words, as does Anne Webhster af the Mis-
sissippi Department of Archives and His-
tary proves in African Americans: A Mis.
sissippi Seurce Book., In this boaok,
Webster brings together many words thai

are exiremnely uselul for locating African
American materials in the Mississippi
Department of Archives and History
(MDAH).

MDAH contains a wide varieny of
resources and materials of interest o any-
one researching the lives and works of
African Americans from the eighteenth
century 1o the present. The earliest date
of a work in the collection is that of a
manuscript. The manuscript, dated
1788, 15 lhe George Rapalje notehook,
an invaluable resource for documenling
slave labor in the provingcial period of
what would laler become the state of Mis-
sissippi.  Webster, in considering the
needs of the researcher when compiling
African Americans: A Mississippi Source
Book, lists manuscripts alphabetically by
county in Mississippi, and athers by the
states of Alabama, Arkansas, Kentucky,
Louisiana, the South and Western States.

T he work is indexed by subject.  Sev-
eral appendices are included; one is a lisi
al Alrican American authors prior to
1960, A list of books in the MDAH
book collection by African American
authors will alsa be uselul lo interested
library users performing research. In
addition, Black newspapers and Black
periodicals, located al MDAH, are listed
but the holdings are not complete.  Also
featured are lisls of image and sound
recordings, and some of the official state
records from wvarious state agencies, as
well, A page of the Pearl River Baptist
Assaciation Minute Book of 1820, and a
documen! and letter authored by Ben-
jamin Drake in 1845 are only a few of
the illustrations.

This book will be useful in the geneal-
oy section of public libraries as well as
in the reference section of academic
libraries, Genealogists and histerians
alike will be delighted to find this frea-
Sure.

Joan M. McLemore

Fibeary Direclor

Copiah-Lincoln Community College
MNatcher Campus
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About Children’s Books

CORETTA SCOTT KING
WINNERS AND HONOR
BOOKS, 2002

AUTHOR AWARD WINNER
Tavlor, Mildred D, The Land, MNew
York: Phyllis Fogelman Booliss Penguin
Putnam, 2001. 375 pp. $17.99.

Mildred Tavlor, born in Jackson, Mis-
sissippl, and winner of the 1977 Newhery
Medal for Ralf of Thunder, Hear My Cry
(1976), presents ils prequel, The Land,
as a gift to us all and 1o Mississippians in
particular. In The Land, readers learn the
story of Cassie Logan's grandiather, Paul-
Edward, from his childhood in Georgia to
his awnership of land in M ssissippl. Inoa
rebellicus act, Paul-Edward, the san of a
prosperous white man and a slave, leaves
home at fourteen to escape his daddy and
his white brothers and find his own des-
fimy. In the post-Civil War South, Tavlor
captures the histary, the language, and
the hard times of African Americans with
such clarity that vou feel as if you know
the characters well.  Paul-Edward’s stany
of growing up is a gripping one, with pac-
ing and events that will keep vou reading
and wanting to read or re-read all of the
books aboul the remarkable and lovable
Logan family: Song of the Trees (1975,
Lef the Circle Be Unbroken (1981), [he
Friendship (1987), Mississippi Bridge
(1990, The Road to Memphis (1990,
The el [1995).

AUTHOR HONOR BOOKS
Flake, Sharon G. Money Hungne New
York: Jump at the Sun/Hyperion Books
for Children, 2001, 187 pp. $15.99,

Raspberry Hill loves money. And no
wonder, She and her momma have lived
on the streets, and she never wants o do
that again, Raspberry is thirteen and she
hoards money.  The kids at school rease
her for selling pencils and other small
iterns at school. The apariment in the pro-
jects, where Raspberny and her mamma
live now, scares her, and she is afraid that
they will lose the meager aparlment and
become homeless again. In a fit of despair
over Raspberry’s greediness, Momma
throws 3200 of Raspberry’s savings out

the window. Then their apartment is bro-
ken inta: the couch, the microwave, the
television and all of Raspberry’s cash are
gone. They find a small, battered house
and begin a process 1o own il and find
some happiness.  Despite desperate cir
cumstances, Flake has drawn a likable
character in FHaspberry Hill, a girl who will
bring a smile to vour face even while vou
sympathize with Raspberry’s plight and
admire her defermination to survive,

Carver: A Life in
Front Street,

Melson, Marilvn.
Poems, Asheville, NC:
2001, 103 pp. 316,95,

In fifty-nine elegant poems, Marilyn
Melson captures the life of George Wash:
ington Carver. She shares some surpris-
es about him. Mot only is he a batanist,
an inventor, and a teacher but also a
painter and a musician. He alsa {ound
firme to knit and crochet,  From “Wash:
board Wizard.” readers learn that Carver
taok in washing when he lived in Kansas.
In “Egyptian Blue," we learn that Carver
developed a lormula for the color hlue,
“hluer than lapis” and “saught for five
thousand years.™ From "Foultry Hus-
bandry,” we know that Carver was
assigned to be Superintendent of Poultry
Ciperations along with his teaching duties
and other projects at Tuskegee Inshitute.
Small black and white photographs of
Carver and bifs and pieces of his life
extend MNelson's free verse, The small
details embedded in Melson's poems and
in the photographs add up 1o a very large
man: a horse-drawn wagon, a sample of
Carver's nesdlework, a Bible, a photo-
graph of Booker T. Washington, and
photographs of Carver as a young man
and in his later years.

ILLUSTRATOR AWARD WINNER
McRissack, Patricia C. and Jerry
Pinkney. Coin' Someplace Special. An
Anne Schwartz Book Atheneum Boaols for
Young Readers, 2007, [32] pp. 316.00.

[n the 19505, ‘Tricia Ann, a young
African American girl, is excited to be
rraveling on a city bus by hersell through
Mashville to the public library. On her
way to the library she encounters  racial

parriers on the bus, in a park, in the
Southland Hatel's grand labby, and at the
Cirand Music Palace. At last, she reaches
the Public Library and joviully reads the
message abhove the front doar: “All Are
Welcome.” Pinkney’s richly detailed
watercolors illuminate the characters and
the sefting, reflecting both the indignities
suffered by Adrican Americans and the
exuberance of one young girl.

Gl Someplace Special was includ-
ed in a previous column entifled “A Sam-
pling of Special Picture Books for 20017
in Mississinpi Libraries.

[ILLUSTRATOR HONOR BOOK
Rappaport, Doreen. Martin's Big
Weords: The Life of v, Martin Luiher
Hing, Jr. llustrated by Bryan Caollier. Mew
York: Jump at the Sun/Hyperion Books
for Children, 2001, [32] pp. $15.95,

“Inspiring” and “glorious” only begin o
describe this fine biography with its clear,
spare fext and its rich collage and watercol-
o illustrations, Rappaporl inlerweaves
some of Dr. King's most memaorable words
with descriphions of major events related to
his passion for civil rights.  Designed for
children ages 4-9, this elegant book with
Ly, King's large, smiling lace on the cover
will aftract children to enter his world and
read shill more of his words. Mariin's Hig
Words is also a 20002 Caldecott Honor
Book, as mentioned in a previous column
aon Mewbery and Caldecolt asward winners
in Mississinni Libraries,

Mote: Bryan Collier was a speaker ai
the a5bth annual Fay B. Kaigler Children’s
Boolk Festival at The University of South-
ern Mississippi on April 5, 2002, To a
luncheon group ol 240 people, he spoke
from the heart about his decision as a
reenager to become an artist.  Then, to
everyone s delight, he showed large, origi-
nal artworle for his collage and watercolor
ilNlustrations in Uptown and in Martin's Big
Words, It was a marvelous occasion for
getting o know this respected illustrator.

Rosemary Chance

Assistant Frofessor, 5015

The Universiiy of Southern Mississiopi
Rosemary, Chance@usim. edu
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MLA Executive Board Minutes

MARCH 8, 2002

BOARD MEMBERS ATTENDING:

Terry Latour, Presiden!

Prirna Flauche, Woe-Prosidont/ Brosidenelect
Kathleen Walls, Secreiany
Feith Coleman, Treazurer

Jirm Farks, Farlizmendaan

Henry Ladet. Fast Fresident

-EII:II.' F!-l‘:.;‘li, AlA lf:'_'l.:.l.':ln::fl'r_il.'

Indira Bhowal, Speclal Librans Secrlon Chair
left Stagell, ACKL Chair

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:

Ernima Ainsworln, Afississioo Librans Commissian

| neresa Akbar-Ellisan, S0 A Blach Cavcus

rany lulia Anderson, Execusive Secretany

Ann Branton, Editor, Misslssinad {ihearias

Trucy Engler, Membershio Commities

b Mitchell, Legisiative Commiites

Jenniter Smith, Mavonal Litrary Week Cammiites

Chairs\Vice.Chair, Putifie Library Section

Sharman Smith, Executive Director, Mississippi

Litrany Comendssion

Shirlene Mogner, LIET Chalr

Presiderd Latour called the meeting to arder at
10:05% a.m. The agends wes presented.

Al

OFFICERS" ANID) STAFF KEPORTS;

Minutes. The minutes of the Jan. 28 meeting
B. Beal moverd
e approve The minutes; T, Akbar-Ellson sec-

were disiribured and reviewed,
onded,  Approval was unanimous,

Treasurer's Reporl, 15, Caleman presented
a kalance sheer current as of 272872002, The
repart was unanimaush approved ana motion
by 15, Wells with o osecond b ) Slagell.

President's Report, T, Lalour called on
Vice-Prosident Flauchd ro reparl on planning
for the 2002 conference in Hattieshurg

Vice-President/'President-Elect. P
Flauche distributed a report on the stams ol
conference planning, comparative slafistics on
canlerence allendance in 2000 and 2001, and
& pragram praposal lorm; she noted that o pre-
lirninary version of the farm is zlso an ke MLA
Weh site, She alsoe distriboted &2 brackore o
the Cabol Lodge in Hattieshurg and reporad
Thal ghe and Local Arrangementss Commities
Co-Chair Ann Branton had visized the hotel.
The Cabol Lodge oflers @ Tl room rate of $35,
with no seles tax, il billed directly oo lax
cxemon institution ar if paid al e tme of check
aut with a purchase order from a lacexempt
insfitution (libran,, unbversing, eic.]. The hotel

aoffers & condinental breaklast and has soitable

public rooms for conference aciivities. A Bran-
ton added (hat e mooms are comiordable (159
reoms, 4 special handicapped-access rooms,
bearing impaired accommodaiions available)
angd thal the ambbience is pleazant, P Plauche
mowed that the Board approve the Cabol Lodge
as the conferance headquarters, K, Coleman
seconded.  Approval was unanimougs, P,
Plaché added shat she is warking with the Flas-
pitality Commiltee on the possibilily of pre-reg-
istration al fhe holel so hat conference afben-
dees can avedd lang registralion Tnes, ard That
A Bramton will work ar the contract wailh the
hatel. T, Latour noted that the Jacksan Cale
Lodges have Internet access; the Hattiesburg
hotel does nod, bus they're locking into i
Slagell asked if the second general session on
Thureday were usually a luncheon. P, Plauché
repaled hal he schedule ol the keynole spealer,
Eoherr Martin, diclared 1his year's plarming; he
will not arrve in ime far the first general session
on Wednesday ard will make his presemation at
1. Slagell
mientionzd that the ACEL Sedlion would like o

fhe second session on Thursday.

aave a luncheon meeling, bul does nol wani i
t conflich with the general session; he will dis.
cuss planning with PP Plauchd later, A, Branion
pointed our that the Black Caucus vsually has a
luncheen on Waednesday, B. Beal noted that i
is dillicult fo aveid scheduling conflicrs.

ALA Councilor’s Report, B Beal disiribul

el & writen repor,

1. Pay Equity. MLA has a request from LA
Fresicent-elect Mitch Freedman o send ane
or bwe represenfatives 1o the meeting of the
ALA Task Force on Belter Salaries and Pay
Equite ar Ihe ALA Annual Conference in
Alanta in June. The meefing will address

salary and advocacy issues, Freedman asks

that attendees at this mesting be prepared 1o

present a 90120 minute advacacy prograrm

al their slate library asscciation conferences.

F. Flavche noted that the MLA conlerence

schedule is compressed, with he bulk of

[ G @M g ."i-'|i|'||:| o g -:_|a_-|!,_';,'_ aehedul-

ing & tight, hur pay equity 1 an imparlan

lopic that inferests evenyene, and o s impar-
lart fo make space in the program for such

& meeting. P. Plauché pointed o thai

program fitles need to be given emphasis in

he conlerence program; in the past, the
narme of he group has been given greater

emphasis, T Lamwur asked lor volunteers o

attend the ALA mesting, K. Caleman ashed

about costs: T Latowr nared that there s no
money inthe MLA budaet o suppert such
fravel. A, Branlon asked i persons wha

attended the meefing would be required o

register lor the conlerence; Po Plauche

replisl hal e meefing waald probansly be

a arecanlerence wirth na registralicn

required, The Board agreed 1o delay mak-

|
it

F.

G.

ing a recommendalion; T, Lalour encour
aqed Board members to disserninate inlor-
mation aboul the meeting and ask for volun-
fears. . Plauché ernphasized thal aliendess
are expecled o pur an a program ar the
ML conference.

2. Ecrate. ALA i= seeking input on E-rale
rulermaling by dhe PCC, B Beal noted that
the E-rale is a popular program; ALA per
caves that there may be danger of ils being
eliminated, and invites efforts 1o kees the
program alive., Comments 1o ALA and

e FOC are invited., B, Beal addad that
public inslifutions other than libraries are
aflecled by Erate.

3. Musewrn and Library Services Act.
This act is up for renewal (H.B, 3754,
AlA encouracss librarians o ask heir con-
gressional delegations o sign an as co-
sponsors,. o date, Bep. Bennie Thompson
is the only congressman from Mississippi
whi has dane so

A, GATS, ALA s concermed that puldic insti-
mitians, including Lbrares, would be nega-
tively affected by the General Agreement on

Services [0ATS],  Private

providers may challenge policies thar profect

Trade in

governmenl services i those policies pui
private providers 21 a competitive disadvan
g

5. ACHRL Webcasis. ACEl
Wehcasts available for continiing education

lhas a list of

im academic braries. & listowas disiriboted,
Larour sioled Ihal there were two Mississippi can
ates i the recent SLA Council eleclion

SCELA Councilar's Repart, SELA Councilar
Cilenda Seqars was ahsent. T, Lawur noted that
e SELA conference will be in Charleston the
weel alter MLA, SELA oflers schelarship
apparfunifies for wa individuals interested in
DECONTNG liorariams, A, Branton noled that O,
Segars had sent & call Tor papers for the SELA
conference to Mississippd Libraries.

Execufive Secretary. M. Anderson repart-
edd that she senl out g second round of member
ship rerewal forms the lasl weelk in Februang.
MLA b5 now up to 32% mernbers as of March
7, end shie anhicipates the 1atal will he i 1 40
kv the end of 1he maonth, She added thar she
T. Akkar-Ellisan
ke fora list of Black Cavcus members,

bas o new, Taster COMmpuner,

Mississippi Libraries Editor. A Branlon
reparted that ML will e rakers 1o the printer this
aflarnacn,  Mary Beth Saplin i queest edilor of
the spring issue, which will be mailed in approx-
The |._:|'||I.-'F:|‘r_~'.|r.|.' ol Soutk-
ern Mississippi Foundation gave M1 a check for

$140.

imarely three waeks




I. SECTION REFORTS:

AL

v,

ACRL. 1 Slagell reporred thal he s in the pro-
oosn Of |}\|I|i|1|:| IC:_||=:'1}‘“|_‘:r a |'|-:_'|r“.“|i:'|.,=|rir"g Cormmir-
fee for ACEL. The ACKEL program at the annu-
al conference wall be a workshop on cammini-
cation skills. The section may have a spring

program as well,

Public Libraries., Seclion Chair David
Waodbum was absend, B Plaoche naoted that
public lilbraries and fruslees are working on a
canference program o appeal 1o all likrarians;
there will be more Information af the nexe meei-
i,

School Libraries., Zeclion Chair Dee Dee
Long was absenl. T, Lalour neded hat fhere s
chgeing dialogue wilh schael Forarians 2nd that
there will be praograms 1a appeal 1o schoal
librarians a1 the MLA conference.

Special Libraries. L Bhowal reporied Thai
the section has 26 paid members, She and
Yelma Champion of MLC are working an a flier
I send 1o prosoechive menthers, ”'II"'.-!,.' are alsa
working an a program for the fall conference,

Trusteas. Mo reporl; Randy Sherard absent.
ROUND TABLE REFPORTS:

Black Cawcus, [ Akbar-Ellisen reported thal
Yarne Sranford will preside aver the program
this vear, The caucus is inging to a8l a speaker
i do a one-man program [“Hals"] lor the meel
ing.

Friends., F. Delmas repaorred that they arg
warling on a program on markering the local
library; 1mey da nol have a speakar yer

LIRT. 5. Stogner reported thal Barlon
Spencer of U5M will be the speaker al the con
ference program on creafing sireaming video,

TSRT. Secrerary T. Englen reported that the
rodind table's spring program will be May 24th
at the Ridgeland Public Library.  Suzanne Craze
harm of LSM will discuss digitizafion. Program
planning is incomplete, and there moe be olbher
speakers,

2YCRT. Chair 1. Akbar-Ellison gave thea
narnes of the other round table officers: Ruth
Ann Free, Wice-Chair, and Joan Mcolemaora,
Secretary.  An oe-mail has been sent fooall mem-
bers ercoursging mermnbership renewal.

COMMITTEE REPORT5:

Conference 2003 Site Selection. P,
Flaucheé presented 2 packst of information on
Ciglf Caast sibke visils, She ane commiites miem-
hers M., Anderson, H. Leder, and K. Coleman
visired five sites: Beau Rivage, the Presidens
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Casine, Grang Casina  Bilaxi, Grand
CasinoSOrasis in Culiport, and Casine Magic in
Ea, 56 Lauis, The Cammities is recammend-
ing Casina Magic. The hotel s on a 60{0-acre
sire with good access to Beach Bl and local
cnic groups would work with MLA an possible
aclivifies. The helel provides Infernel access,
and there would be na chargs o the conven-
lion center, For meal luncions, we can el the
hatel haw muck we want ta spend and thay will
?. PMauchdé will work with the
Mfer further discus
sion of various sites, P. Plauchd roowved Tt the
Board accepl Casing Magic in Bay 5t Louis as
Ihe 2003 MLA conference site. B, Beal sec
onded.  After addifional discussion. T, Lalawr
e rmicdion passed wnani

desion 2 menuy
hatel an a Tal moom rae

called the guestion,
masly,

Legislative Committee. [ Michell report
erd ihar the committes has appointrments with
both Mississippi senators during ALA Legisla:
live Day activilies in Washirglon in May,  She
has mot wel received registiation Informarion
lrom ALA, She noted that the Mississiop legis-
lature is Fecusing mainly on Medicaid in this
session. 5. Smith added thar the House budget
recommendation for MLT has been filed wifk
almest a 51 million cut. The House Education
Cormmitles laler subsfilufed a bill with a cul tha
wirs smaller by $200,000. 5. Smith added thar
fax revenues look beter 1his monih and rthat the
Senate dess nat have an appropriations bill e
The House bills were based on a 4% growlh
rate.  Some senalors want o mabe cuts based
o @ lesser growdh rale, which waould mean curs
in the range of $1.2-1.6 millen cuis. W othat
hapoers, Smith added, i1 wonld rerum ML o
19951997 funding levels. T, Latour asked
about the stabus of the new MLO building. 5
St replied shat the building has been Turded,
though MLC had ko ask Far an additional rillien
for infrastructure work,  $3 million for furmitre
and equiprment will be Tunded in the legislarive
cpesinn. B, Beal asked if initial hands have
been sold. 50 Smith replied that they have,
acdding that the bond fund may grow, bue fhe
interest goes to the stale. Bids lor constrzchon
will open on March 282 A ground-breaking
ceremomy will be held when a cantractar is
bired; Ihe agengy plans 1o beoin the new build-
ing in summer 2004, T, Lataur remindad
those present ta ralk 1o thelr leglslalors aboul
Abraries wehan the cpporunily arises.

Membership Committee, Co-Chair T,
Englert asked M1 Andersan Tor application
fonrms and dor lisls af new maembers and non-
renewals, The Membership Commines will
have 2 1ahle 21 the USM Children’s Book Festi-
wal In Apedl. T, Englert asked for demographics,
adding that if the associstion does not have such
fiqures, she would like 1o de o survey e idenlily
membership patterns and needs. She sugyges
ed that the Membership Cammiflee have a
member survey 25 parl ol ils chargs, ang thal

Mississippi Libraries

the Brard consider offering firstyear member-
ships at Falf price fo arract new members. She
also raised the possibiline of adding ribbons for
rew memoers o MLA conderence packers, and
of the sssociation raising marey by selling pra-
rocticnal malerizls such as mugs, calendars,
and tole bags, A Branon noted that ribhans
for new members &l the conference would help
them o make contacts. T, Larour asked for for
mal propasels, pointing oot that response 1o 2
member survey o and after the 2001 MLA con-
He suggesied thal
parinering wilh sections and sound fables might
1. Smith sig-
gested thar GIS does compiter mapping and
mbgat b willing 1o de demographic maps. T,

ference wins IE'}'-.‘IF-E‘ITI-El!.' WA,

b a Btler Ly fiv elicid TSI,

Englert formally asked for demographic infor
rnatian and lisrs of lapsed and new members,
and asked that the Board look b he possibilily
of selling promaoticnal materials. P Plavchd
moted [hat it wauld be belpful T membership
expiration dales were an the MLA mailing
abels. T. Akbar-Ellisen suggested that when
renewal forms are senl cut, the envelope sheuld
be stamped "Membership Kenewal.”™ P
Plauche poinfed oul thal the applicalion form s
an the Wk, :_|r_:g|i||-:;| that e -;_'lf Fise :_~'-1.=||.|' M-
bers, Sheila Cork, is writing a rhesis an why
librarians da not join professional associations
anngd that the Infarmation could ke uselul in
recruitment. B, Beal asked if library school
instractars slill recormmend professional involee
mend fo Iheir students. S Brandon nated thal
LIS LIS directar Tars Walser has a column in
Mississippd Libraries and bas recently written on
the tople, T, Latour poinfed our that inderes
varies among LIS facully members. P. Plauchs
mentioned (hat a brochure would be useful; 1K
Wells added ibat a2 brochure exisls bul is in need
of updating.
brochure be wpdated and thal inferest among
library school siedents sheuld e encouraged.

T. Latour suggested that the

5. Smith sugqested a doar prize for completing
a membership survey af the MLA conference.
She offered o generale & mailing lisl for a
broader database of libraries and librarians than
iw coversd by the MLA lisl, She alea cliered o
put an insert {a membership farm or an
anncuncement] v the MLC newslatter, the
Facket, T, Latcur asked ihat T. Englert and
P Anderson look at existing demagraphics,
and that T. Englert work with P, Plauchd on &
draff brochure. B, Beal will investigate 1he cost
of ribbons. ML Anderson will foak al the mail-
ing label program 1o see abour adding the
rmermbership expiration date; she added thas she
canld use help in preparing mailouts, T,
Englert will invesfigate the cost of promoefional
marerials and submil proposals o the Board,
B. Beal ashed if there were a new members
round taole. P Plauche replied that i is achive
and will hawve a conference program; A, Brankon
added that it will be a joint program with the
USM Schocl of Library and Informatian Scl-
ence,




Mississippi Libraries

. Mational Library Week Committes, |
Smith reported o tofal attendance of 220 renis-
frants lar Legislative Dhy, plus 116 legislatars
and pages, and Lt Governor Amy Tuck. The
comimittes used the Facke! le announce the
MLW pragram. The cammillee will have a

meetng and prograrm 21 the MLA conlerence:

fions.  Plauché thanked the cormitles dor s

work,

E. Other Committee Reports, B Wells report-
ed that the Election Cormminee will meet March
22 in Jackson to prepare hallots far mailing,

V. OLD BUSINESS:

A, ALAZYour Library Campaign. T. Lakau
reparles thal he has registersd MLA as 2 part ol
this campaign

B. E-mail List. T. Latour repored thar the ML
e=rmiail lisd is in fhe procesg of beling cleaned up,
will invalid addresses being remaved.  Fle
added al there is fow o link lo the lisl on the
MLA Wely site

V. MEW BUSINESS:

A, LSTA Grant. T. Latour distribated copies e-
mails between himsell and other Board mem-
bers with regard 1o a possible LSTA arant from
MLC 1 MLA o conver the cast of dislribufion of
Mational Librarg Weok materals. The Board
had! approved the proposal by e-mail, The cost
af the most recent MLW mailing was
S7962.17. T. Lateur emphasized thar MLA s
an eliginle recizient lor such g grant, noling that
other library associalions also receive LSTA
qrants for programs, B, Beal meved that the
Baoard ratify iz e-mal appraval of The aranesal:
F. Plauché seconded. K, Coleman asked for
clarification of MLA's &ligibility. 5. Smith
responded 1hat such grants are given a1 the dis-
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cretion of the MLO executive direcrar; she
naofed Ihal LSTA has more lalitude than LSTA,
which lacused on physical facililies. K. Cale-
man as<ad whn would da the work; 5 5mith
|'-:='|'.-|iF'I:Z that ML stall would e aeailable to
pasist, T, Latour called rhe question. Approwva
WS LNATI oS

E. MLC Board of Commissioners Momina-
tions. |, Latour relerred 1o an e-mail messane
ha had sent o MLA members soliciling nomi-
nations for the bostee’s seal on the MLE Board
of Cammissloners, which will become wacanl
this summer, distibuling coples of ke noemina-
fons he has received =0 far. The annomtes
rmwst be o lrustee at the time of appaintment
Fhe MLA Board is charged with suhmilting a2
leasl six narmes. Mo Anderson asked i the
rominess nave 1o be members of MLA T

Larcur repdied thal there s nothing about thal in

writing.  H. Leder noted thar there has been

concern aboul the gengraphic makeun of the

PMLC Board and that the current incumbent,

Fussell Burns, is the only member from the

savrthern rari afl the slale, P Plavchd noded

that one of the nominees was Trarm e Jack
sons Deorge area and stated that she will nomi
nate loyee Lee, chair of the Hancock Couniy

Bosrd of Trustess. She suggested thal sending

I list in too early couls resull in its heing put

aside,  There was some discussion of the lisl

and o the number af praclicing librarians on the

Brard, | was agreed thar the Board will selicil

e naminations and indorenation and will fake

up the matker ar the May meeting. The nomina-

fors/norminess as of March 8 are: Catherine

Mathan S Jolee Hussey: Paul Carlwright Qscar

. Tanner Jr; Deb Mirchell s Randy Sherard;

Missle Craig/Ywvanne Stanford; Bob

Willirs/ Barbara Marting, Kaileen Thielings Mary

Edmands;, Meven MoCarinay/ Lindsey Keene

. ALA Draft Privacy Policy. T. Larcur dis-

Pribvisrec] & draft privacy policy Trom ALA and
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asled for cormments. ALS i5 asking that stake
library associations endarse the palicy.
Endorsement would nol constitule sdoplion; B.
Feal reminedec fhe Boed thal 8LAS nesilion is
that privacy pelicies are a loczl matler and 1Bal
libraries could still have ther own individual
nolicies. P. Flauchd nored 1hat there 5 a slaigle
an libramy privacy in the Missizsippl lbrary laws
ol 185, and thal i might be complicated o
MLA 1o go bevand (hal, B, Beal suggesied
askirg MLA altemey Carol West fo review the
policy and comment, He noted ihar nalional
security can overrdde lacal palicies in same cir
cumstances. T, Larour will ask O West o
review the documene,

. Mext Board Meeting., The May meeling was
criginally scheduled for May 100 ALS Legisla
tive Day programs will lake place the firsl parl of
thar week: the SOLIMET anruzl mmeeting s the
previous Friday, I was peinted aur that some
universilies will ke holding graduation cere-
maries May 100 T, Latour asked for sugges-
ans for ather dates. Aler some discussion, T.
Akbar-Ellison maved that e e rmeefing he
moved to the May 17, K, Wells seconded,
Anproval was unanirmos,

E. MLA Committees. T. Latour asked the

Board 1o consider the makeup and conlinuing

existence of the Conlinuing Education, Long

Range Planning, Publications, and Publiciy

Committers. He s haw ) treaig filgs gedting peor

ple to serve on these commilttees or o seve &3

chair. The Board will discuss the commiftess at

the next meeting,
VIL ADJOURMNMENT
The Board adjourned a1 12:35 pom

Aespeciiully sebmitted,
Fathieen L Wells, Zecrefory

NEW MEMBERS ROUNDTABLE NEEDS YOU!!!

have been formed and need members.

meambers, pdf

form.

WHY: MMRET is planning some exciting events for the 2002 conference inc
dent Paper Presentations” and “Jigs and Reels: An lrish Evening with Jim Flanagan.”

WHCO: Any member of MLA, new or "old.” Membership in MMRBT is apen to MLA members who have been members for six
vears or less. "Old” members can get invalved through the Friends of NMRT,

HOW TO GET INVOLVED: Contact Mary Hamilton at Mary. Hamilton@usm.edu or (601)266-6170. Several committees

HOW TO JOIN: Frint membership form available an the MLA website at http:/ www lib usm edu / ~ mla/ members./

COST: Only 53. To add NMRT membership to your current MLA membership, please select NMRT on the MLA membership

uding a program entitied “First Impressions: Sfu-
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Apply Now for
EDITOR

of Mississippi Libraries

Advertised
by the Executive Board of

* the Mississippi Library Association

Applications are now being accepted for the exciting and challenging position of Editor for
the quarterly publication, Mississippi Libraries. This award-winning publication, pub-
lished by the Mississippi Library Association, has had a long line of excellent editors. The
MLA seeks an enthusiastic and energetfic person to follow in their footsteps.

The new editor will be responsible for issues of ML for a three-year period beginning with
Spring 2003 and ending Winter 2005. A stipend is awarded tfo the editor each year and
he/she is able to choose his/her own editorial staff.

(Qualifications include: experience in writing and editing, excellent organizational skills and
is able to meet deadlines, excellent time-management skills in coordinating mulfiple pro-
jects/tasks at the same time; ability to delegate responsibility; ability to plan for and antici-
pate future areas of professional interest and develop new ideas; ability to be tactful and
work well with others: excellent skills in computer software applications and proofreading
skills. Experience in page layout/design is preferred.

Please send a leiter of application,
resume and two work-related references by October 1, 2002 to;
Mary Julia Anderson
MLA Executive Secretary
PO. Box 20448
Jackson, MS 39289-1448




TODAY

MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
PoOL BOX 20448, JACKSON, MS 39289-1448

MEMBERSHIP YEAR_

Mame

Address

Position

Litarary

Harme Phone

Business Phone

Telefax

Electronic Address

Secticn: [ ACRL [ Public [T Seheal [ Special 1 Trustiea

YEARLY DUES SCALE

Persenal Membershin

DAARE A BRI oo i et i R s e IGO0 &
Salary up te ST DDD e et ee e F26.00 %
Salary up e $29 999 s eromremmpmame e 13500 %
Snlanap b BT BRR e e e L e F4R00 &

AT e ISR L v an e e B s e M B 450,00
Trustee (Non-Bhraran). o e 115.00

Friends and others not employed by a lbran agenoy. ; L1500

S G e

Library student (full-timea) ... R b R B e 51500

.\.
—
i

Institulional Membership ..o Y4500

Hound Tables
AMRT — Aulomation and MNetwarking ..., ¥ 3.00
AR L BRI s e ne s o SR e g s e 300
ECET — Educational Communication and Tech, . 4 3.00
GODORT — Government Docurmems...... 1 3.00
L PR s e emaiy Bt et o e e e e L R e < 3.00
MMRT — Mew Mambers i i i v e s :

3

LR Special Crllections o S SR S RS o300
L
ﬁ

T IR

[SFT — Technical 3eruicas ... i e ere e
SV CRT o= T Wear CEHBaE. . o i i is s i T i
YPSRT — Young People's Senvices.. oo, P 30D

ok
s
=
Ly

Frafessinna Liakbiling nsurance
Frofessiaral Liabilily Insurance for Librarians 0 PALO00 4

e

Crenation 1o Peogy MayMUA Scholarship Fund
TOTAL MEATILES e e b

MLA vy at tirnes supoly s membership st o other professiaonal arganizations or librang vendars
Check bers if vou deo mot wand vour same incluced on such lisis, 7]

Make chechs pavable to Missiscippt Library Associarion and mail 1o MLA, PO Box 20448 Jacksan.
ME 35285 148, Al duss include sulscription 1o Missizsion [ ihrasies,

Please charge my MLA dues fo my [0 VISA O MasterCard
Account Mumber

Expiralian Dale

Lignature.

MOTICE: Dues must be paid by March 1 in onder o receive March issue aof ML, No
back issues will be sent,
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Inland Fishes

of Mississippi

By STEPHEN T, RODS5

For the casual argler, e
ichthvologist, and every
oo T ebeeeen, this Dok
witll prove o
EsoLUrce and an ireplace-
abale assel for wkentiling,
onseErng, unoerstanding,
and apeciabing the
slale’s vanous species.
Copublshed waill the
rhississipol Gepatrant of
Wilcthie, fiskeies, ardd Parks
250 clioth

:
. - e ] H

o2 goonsiant i
:

UNIVERSITY PRESS OF MIS5ISSIPPI

. Okefenokee

P PHOTOGRARHS BY

P LLUCIAM NIZMEYER

i TEXT BY GEORGE W FOLKERTS
FLush phetcgraphs of a orim-
eval weTlands in Mg Amaricar
P goulhesst

| 445 cloth

Wauld you like to learn more about
these titles and others that we publish?

If so, join our librarians’ e-mail list by
e-mailing us at press@ihl.state.ms.us

Presurving the

Pascagoula

Preserving the
Pascagoula

By DONALD G, SCHUELER

A classic ook about the ey
onmental riumah that saved a
southeast Mississiop wellend

18 paperback

Also, vislt our
websile at

W Upress statems.Us

3825 Ridgewood Road = Jackson, MS 39211 « QRDERS: 1-800-737-7788

Understanding

Chronic Pain

BY ANGELA, |, KOESTLER PH.D.,
AND ANN MYERS, MD

A handoook for pecple coping
with chirenic pain and suffering
and for those wha seek to under-
stand and support them

Y18 cloth: 512 paper

Understanding

Colon Cancer

BY RICHARD ADRCLNY. a.D

For the general resder a concise
manLal of facts, wamings, ore-
vention, treatments, and forecasts
528 cloth; 512 paper

Understanding
Hepatitis

BY JAMES L. ACHORD, t.D.

For general readers a compre-
hersive discussion of the causes
ard reatments of hepatitis

S28 cloth; $12 paper

Mississippi Library Association
Post Office Box 20445
Jackson, Mississippi 39289-1 448
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