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PRESIDENT’S PAGE

Professional standards
are a difficult issue for
most fields. They are
especially tricky in a disc
pline as attuned to public
service as librarianship.
“We know what good
library service is,” | can
hear mysell saving, “why
do we need 1o argue over
page after page of frivial
(out measurable!) ways ol
locking at what we do?”

We need to arque over
standards precisely fo
eliminate those meaning-
less measures and devise a practical and
useful tool to guide our libraries as they
plan for the future. A 30 page, long-
range plan that essentially says “provide
excellent library service as needed” is
worse than useless — it lulls us into think-
ing we have taken care of planning, and
wier can get back to putting out brush fires.
Reasonable, practical and effective stan-
dards will gquide quality planning that will
keep many of those brush fires from start-
ing in the first place. A library budget is a
practical fool to tocus or allocate tinancial
resources where they are most needed.
Ciood standards are a fool 1o quide bud-
get {and other) planning decisions.

That is why | am especially pleased
that loe Tynes and the new Public
Library Standards Committee have

Henry Leder

agreed 1o tackle this task
for Mississippi's public
libraries. To be honest,
just thinking about the
work they are undertaking
makes my head hurt. But
their work will pave the

way for the rest of us fo
take a realistic look at
what we do and how we
can improve ir,
-l:t

This issue of Missis-
sippi Libraries features
the preliminary program for this vear’s
annual conterence to be held at the
Crowne Plaza in downtown Jackson. The
theme s Mississippl Libraries @ Your
Service. Conterence planner and presi
dent-elect Terry Latour has done a won-
derful job of scheduling an exciting mix
of programs and activities. Committee
chairs have worked very hard to provide
great programs lor all segments ol the
association. William Gordon from the
American Library Association will be our
keynote speaker. There are three really
full days of remarkable and enjoyable
programs to help us keep up with the
exciting changes taking place in our pro-
fession. Please take a look at the wealth
ot program oppartunities available and
register early!

Make plans TODAY to attend
The MLA Conference
October 17-19, 2001

in Jackson, Mississippi
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The Current Status of Internet Filtering

By Sieven Turner
Curriculum Librarian
The University of Southern Mississippi

steven furneridusm, edu

Internet filtering is arguably one of the
most controversial, polarizing and emao-
tional topics that our profession has seen
or experienced in several decades. With
the advent of new legislation such as the
Children's Online Protection Act [CIFA).
the filtering debate continues to affect
librarians {and library budgers) throughout
the profession as well as community
members, school children, college stu-
dents and just about anyome who needs to
access the Internet from a public or wark-
based computer. However, like any con-
troversial topic of this nature, the ongoing
debate needs fo be revisited occasionally
in order fo understand current frends and
directions, and to clarity misundersiood
components,

FOCUS ON THE FILTER

One of the most misunderstood pleces
of the puzzie is of course the filtering soh
ware. A recent School! Library Journal
survey indicated confusion in this area
and showed that a “significant percentage
of staff in all types of libraries understood
little about how their filtering software
works,” which is not inexcusable - a defi-
nition of filters is sometimes hard to come
oy, The exact methodology of exclusion
ot any given filtering software can be hard
to discern from the marketing smoke-
screen presented on many manufacturer
Web sites. However, the American
Library Association provides an excellent
starting point. ALA loosely defines filfer-
ing software as any “software installed that
restricts access to Internet content” hy

using six basic methods (ALA 2001):

* hased on an internal database of the
product;

* hased on a database external to the
praduct;

* by ralings assigned to Web sites by a
third party;

* by scanning text, and then matching

keywards or fext strings;

® by scanning pixels, and then malching
color or tone (such as skin tones);

* based on the source of the informa-
tion.

Mast filtering software tends fo use a
combination of the above techniques to
complete the blocking process. A typical
example of this approach is NZ2ZHZ's
widely used “"Hess” filtering software
product, identified in the aforementioned
School Library Journal survey as the
most widely used filter among respon-
dents. The Bess product filters content
pased on an external. company-managed
database of acceptable sites organized
into a category systermn.  The software also
allows managers to block content based
on keywords contained in URLs and key-
words contained within searches on
search engines. Both of these are meth
ads based on a comprehensive list of
blocked words and “blocked™ sites main-
tained by the company. Bess can also fil
ter the actual search results, and return a
sanitized screen of relevant hits, NZHZ
continues to offer value-added services
such as an e-mail management system
that allows managers the option fo filter e-
mail based on many of the previously dis-
cussed fechnical processes.

FILTERING PROS AND CONS

From a technical standpoint, filtering
software certainly appears o be a viable
solution; however, there are a number of
pros, cons and general issues that one
should consider before following this pos-
sibly controversial path. (Internet
respurces mentioned in this section are
available within the cifations section,)

1. ALA Position: ALA is adamantly
opposed 1o fillering in all lorms, stal-
ing that “the use of filtering sottware
by libraries to block access to constitu-
fionally protected speech violates the
Librany Bill of Rights" and that filter-
ing is “unconstitutional in both the
context of the public fibrary and the
schoal library.”™ In fact, the ALA pri-
mary Web site has several sections

3.

that specifically address the issue of
Internet filtering and related issues ol
censorship. These Web site sections
include the Office of Intellectual Free-
dom (OIF) Web site and the ALA
Children’s Internet Protection Act
(CIPA) Web site. ALA has also filed
suit against the federal government in
an effort to repeal CIPA, and declare
its demands unconstitutional.  Maost
recently, ALA won a victory of sorts as
a panel of federal judges declined the
government's request to dismiss the
case in late July ot 2001,

. Federal Legislative Action &

Activity: Maost school and public
librarians reading this article will
almost cerfainly be aware of the Chil-
dren’s Internel Protection Act [CIPA),
and its ramifications for their organiza-
tions. For those who do not know,
CIPA Is a legislative act that requires
public libraries and schools that
receive federal funding or telecommu-
nication discounts (via such programs
as E-rate and the Library Services and
Funding Act) to install filters on all
Internet-enabled computers. CIPA
was signed into law in December
2000 and became active in April
2001. Additionally, the Neighbor-
hood Children's Internet Act (NCIPA)
was also passed into law this spring.
MCIPA requires institutions that
receive Universal Service discounts (E-
rate] “to adopt and implement an
Internet safety policy (OIF Web site)”
that addresses a number of specific
concerns related fo Internet access
and computers such as acceptable use
palicies, filters, etc. (Public Law 106-
554)

Inaccurate Performance: A recent
Consumer Reports study gave poor
grades to all titles tested (six leading
Internet filters). with the magazine stat-
ing that the "Software programs failed
to block a number of Web sites with
objectionable content, and managed
to block most Web sites that contained
legitimate educational materials.”

No More “Baby-Sitting™:
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Although inaccurate at best, Internet
tilters may be a preferred option at
many Mississippi public and school
libraries due to stalfing inadequacies,
The ability of filters to prevent user
access to inappropriate Internet con-
tent may free the overworked school
and public librarian to perform actual
job duties instead of “baby-sitting”
user Internet activihy.

5. Community, Organizational and
Legal Pressure: Linder the threat of
losing federal funds or exemptions,
many school and public libraries have
installed, or will install, Internet filter-
ing software, In fact, in the School
Library Journal filiering usage survey,
449 percent of all school library
respondents stated that they emploved
some type of filtering software on all
library computers. This is a real-life
issue, and will likely atfect a large
number of librarians in the state of
Mississippi. Pressure from, and reac-
tions of, school administrations, coun
ty and city library advisory boards,
community officials, and the general
citizenry should be carefully consid-
ered when making filtering decisions,
Community reputations, federal fund
ing and even jobs may be on the line.
If need be, librarians should seek
counsel from city, county or school
attorneys as well as other administra-
tive figures while investigating possible
paths of action.

DEBATING THE OPTIONS

While academic and special librarians
most likely will remain unaffected by the
filtering debate, school and public librari-
ans will continue to deal with this debate
for some fime to come. However, there
are some options available, and the fol-
lowing list Is an attempl to compile a few
of the mare salient salutions,

NOT TO FILTER...
I don't want to tilter.

Well, vou have al least made ALA and
the ACLU happy, if not your community
officials.

(a) Wisit the ALA Web site. The ALA CIPA
site and the OIF site have a huge vari-
ety of helptul fips, documents, “action™

plans, elc., available for perusal and
use online. The OIF site offers a com:-
prehensive assortment of links and
resources including posifion state-
ments, anti-filter journal articles, infel-
lectual freedom Weh site links, govern-
mental resources, legislative news,
mailing lists, and other resources, The
CIPA Web sife addresses issues con-
cerning the act itself, community con-
segquences, leqal activity concerning
CIPA and specific steps for libraries to
follow when reacting to these regula-
tions. ALA has also pledged to legally
support (as much as possible) school
and public libraries that decide not to
filter yet face community pressure to do
sa, ALA, in conjunction with the
ACLU and many other arganizations,
nhas filed suit against the federal govern-
ment and is seeking an injunction to
stop the removal of E-rate dollars and
L5TA tunds among non-compliant
libraries and schools. And, if they are
successiul, the CIPA and NCIPA acts
may not have as devastating an effect
on non-compliant libraries as originally

teared,

(b) Develop an “Internet acceptable use

el

policy.,” The creation of a document
that acts as a guideline for Internet
usage within your library can help
shield your library from legal and gow-
ernmental pressures, It's also a good
idea to have set requlations and a poli-
cy in place when these issues arise.
And, since the NCIPA requires that
libraries create such a document to
prevent minors (and others) from gain-
ing access to inappropriate or porno-
graphic conteni, the creation and
implementation of such a document
will put your organization in (at least)
minimal governmental compliance.
For example, please visit the ALA
Web site at:
org/ alaorg/ oif/ Internet . htmi.  Also
see “Other ALA Policies, Procedures,
Resolutions, and Guidelines Protect-
ing the Freedom to Read” at

http:# /www, ala.org/alaorg/ oif/

nttp:/ A www. ala

policies.hitmil.

Specifically visit the “important CIPA
dates” section of the ALA CIPA site.
This is a well-presented timeline that

gives a specitic schedule of actions for
non-compliant libraries to take, as well
as providing detailed information on
matters concerning CIPA, including
strategies for keeping your E-rate dol-
lars and LSTA funds.

(d} Download, display and distribute

ALAs various positional letters and
documents. Available from the CIPA
front page, these ALA-created docu-
ments explain the intellectual reason-
ing behind ALA's (and therefore vour)
anti-filtering position.

(e} Establish an effective and nen-con-

frontational dialog with concerned
local community leaders, vour library
hoard or library user. Explain vour
reasons for not filtering in an effective,
unemofional and reasonable manner.
Distribute the ALA documents as well
as the other journal and magazine arti-
cles, and study reports available on the

ALA Web site.

OR TO FILTER...

| want to need to have to filier.

We cannot all be intellectual freedom

fighters, can we? Some of us may not
feel free 1o risk our jobs.
(a) It it is your administration or library

board that is making the decision and
not yvourself, then schedule a meeting
to discuss the specifics of filtering
implementation with the decision-mak-
ers; iry 1o become as involved as pos-
sible with the decision-making process
- the more invalved you become, the
more intfluence you will have on the
how. what, where and when of the fil-
ter implementation.

(b) Maintain the ability to turn the filters

off when the need arises. Many filter-
ing issues can be resolved by simply
having access fo the administrative
password that allows you to turn the
filtering soflware on and off when
appropriate and legitimate sites are
being blocked. Be forewarned that
legitimate research sites are often
blocked by many filtering titles and
that the filtering survey in SLJ con-
cluded that maost frusirations occur
when the librarian is unable to control
the filering process. Do not let your
IT department contral this issue - they
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are not librarians, and should not be
allowed to override your professional
judgment.

[c} Help make the right software choice.
Become as informed as you can with
the filtering software choices, and pur-
chase one with which vou feel com-
fortable.  Also ry to become as famil-
iar with the specific methods by which
the sottware filters, such as the pro-
gramming or technology specifics
behind the software blocking algo-
rithms, the keyword lists, and the rai-
ing systems.  If the software blocking
is based on a proprietary database of
cites, make sure that you have access
to that list. |f a company is unwilling
to share the list of blocked sites, and
the process by whichk they choose to
block the sites, then do not choose
that soffware.

(d} Try ta maintain a few “untiltered”
computers in special areas.  Students
in an llinois school district protested
so vocilerously and effectively over
their district’s filtering program that

they eventually won the right to
unblock several computers in each
school, including the school journal-
ism computers, | his method is an
effective way to avoid frustration by
students and yoursell when attempting
to access certain Web sites for
research purposes, and can help vou
avoid conflict with the IT department
and administration.

(e). Avoid software with affiliations. Some

filtering software is produced or affili-
ated with various religious groups,
Cristine Santo of Family PC notes
that, for instance, the software “X-
Stap” is affiliated with the American
Family Association (a Tupelo, Missis-
sippi-based organization that has been
a longtime apponent al ALA, the first
amendment, and libraries in general).
Using software such as this pushes
the agenda of special interests onto
vulnerable school children, or the
unsuspecting public, and should be
avoided.

INFORMATION POLICY COLLOQUIUM 2001: INTERNET FILTERS
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2001

Of interest to librarians and other information professionals, this daviong meeting
will examine many legal, ethical, and technical issues surrounding the use of filters
in public and school libraries. The colloguium will bring together speakers repre-

senting various perspectives:

* infroductory information about what filters are and how they work:
* sample demonstrations of some of the multifaceted filtering programs;

* comparisons of various fillers;

* an infroduction to the “Children’s Internet Protection Act”™ (CIPA), its applications
in Mississippi, and the pending U.S. Supreme Court case against itf;

* the status of filters in school and public libraries;

* sessions representing viewpoints for and against filters; and

* & session presenting student research about CIPA and librarians” aftitudes toward

filters.

Sponsored by the School of Library and Information Science (SLIS) of The Lini-
versily of Southern Mississippi, the event is scheduled for Saturday, November 3,
2001, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Hattiesburg. The cost is $25 (students $15) for the

day. including lunch. Enrollment is limited. For more information and to register,
please contact SLIS at (601) 266-4228 or slis@usm . edu.

This will be the first of an annual Infermation Paolicy Celloguium en current top-
ics related 1o information pelicy presented by LISM SLIS faculty and invited experts,
Topics will include intellectual property in libraries {including copyright), the eco-
nomics of information, information privacy, children’s issues, information access,

and other legal and ethical information issues.

Mississippi Libraries

INVESTIGATE OPTIONS

Whether to filter or not to filter is a
tough call to make. Investigating avail-
able options and alternatives can be difii-
cult and time-consuming, but s an infe
gral part of a librarian’s protessional
responsibilities.  If vou are considering fil-
tering, make sure that it is essential 1o the
operation of your library and that there is
no alternative, It you or your organization
has decided unequivocally to implement
filtering on library computers, please fry
to be as informed and involved in the pro
cess as possible — it will make vour library
users happier and your joh easier.
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Super Duper Program Planning

By Carol Phares
Reference {ibrarian
Pearl River County Library System

cphares@pear(river lfb ms. us

The Bird Woman just called. All her
birds are sick and maoliing - she cannol
come!  Sixty children have arrived with
caregivers in tow, A lew baby brothers or
sisters are screaming for aftention, Sud-
denly, out of a clear blue sky come thun-
der, lightening, and pouring rain.  Just
when you thought things could not get
worse — the lights go out! s it time for
Excedrin headache #3467 No. it's time
tor Super Duper Proggam Plan #8!

Simtlar scenarios are played out all
across Mississippi. It happens maore often
than children’s services librarians would

like 1o think when they are about to kick
off their well-planned, well-organized,
knock-your-socks-off summer reading
program. For the seasoned children’s
librarian, this scene does nat ruffle one
feather, but rather one takes it all in stride
and mowves out smartly with Super Duper
Program Plan #8, based on weather
(thunder and rain, specifically]. Alter
wirning on the emergency lights, a well-
prepared librarian will lead the children in
several choruses of “It's raining, it's pour-
ing” hefore moving on to reading Verna
Aardema’s Bringing the Kain to Kapiti
Flain. By now. the children are qguiet, the
main lighting is on again and the show is
foa,

How, vou might ask, can someone do
this? It isn't easy, and it doesn't happen
overnight. To put on good programs, to
have the wherewithal to deal with the
unexpected, vou must plan, read, plan.
collect, plan, network, plan, and do it
over and over again. If you are a begin-
ner in programming, this arficle will give
vou some good ideas about where fo start
and it vou are a seasoned professional.
you just might pick up a few fresh ideas.

OH, WHAT TO DO?
Mow our scenario changes; you have
just landed the job of vour dreams. You
are children’s librarian at your hometown

public library. The director has told vou
that you will be planning and implement-
ing Story Time this fall. What do you do?
Panic? Head for the Excedrin bottle -
again? What o do?

First of all, vou listen to others.
Research the past and find oul what your
predecessor did, and what she left behind
Look around vour library. Don't be afraid
te plunder! Throw away the junk and
organize the rest, Pick the brains of the
children’s librarian within your system or
close to your system. Take copious
notes, Maost librarians are more than will-
ing to share because we are really kids a
heart and want to share our successes
with others. And, it is a good idea to
allow all ibrary personnel, even those not
directly involved with children's program-
ming, lo participate, as well. Sometimes,
they are a goldmine of ideas and
resources, 100

MNetwork by attending story hours at
other libraries, if possible. Sherry
McOwen of First Regional Library System
says that all the branches in that system
participate in Story Hour Swaps.  Each
branch keeps its own files, and then they
come together to swap ideas.

Children's Services Consultant Melis
sa Wright, of the Mississippi Library
Commission [MLC), is an excellent
resource as she is very knowledgeable

about children’'s books and has all sorts of
resources at her disposal. She will even
come to your library and tell a story to
vour children.  You can reach her at 1-
200-MISS5-LIB or melissaw@mle. lib.
Try reading the MLC children’s
services newstetter. 11 is full of successhul
ideas that other libraries have used. You
can get some very good programming
ideas, plus reviews of new books,  Also,
read the professional journals, such as
American Libraries, School Library four-
nal, and Library Journal,

E-mail lists that focus on serving chil-
dren's librarians are available. These are
simply discussion forums Tor people who
have similar interests. Send inguiries fo
the list, and children’s services experts
from around the world will answer. The

M5 LS.

American Library Association has numer-
ous e-mail lists serving children, vouth,
and vounqg adult services personnel.
Mancy Opalko of First Regional Library
Sustemn recommends PUBlic Libraries
Serving Young Adults and Children, or
PUBYAC, as it is commonly known, for
resourceful ideas. It has been known to
give a needed answer to a pressing prob-
lerm within minutes!

BECOME A COLLECTOR

While picking the brains of more
expertenced colleagues, become a collec-
tor. Collect coloring books that you can
photocopy for coloring sheets; collect toi-
let tissue rolls to make musical shakers;
collect anything that vou think might have
potential.
arganized,

Collect and share resaurces for pro-
gramming. Aing a Ring O Roses: Finger
Plays for Preschool Children, published
by the Flint Public Library in Flint, M|,
has hundreds ot finger plavs suitable for
Story Hour, Cut and tell or draw and tell
stories are fun lor children. The tel
either cuts with scissors or draws a picture
as the story is told. The finished picture
makes the final point of the story. Tell
and Draw Stories, by Margaret J, Olson,
has many such stories with directions for
drawing the pictures. You do not have 1o
be an artist for these kinds of stories.

Try to keep vour callection

cr

Even | , who cannot draw a straight line
or a round circle, have fun with these sto-
ries. Collect back issues of children’s
maqazines. Highlights, Turtle, Copycal,
and Totline, 1o name just a few, are full of
stories, games, arts and crafts.

READ - ALOT!M!

Read every children’s book in vour
collection. It this sounds like a daunting
task, it is. But vou need to know whai
books you have available to vou for your
pragramming. By doing this, vou will
identify those stories that are appropriate
o read aloud in a group setting.  Some
tales are better told rather than read
Some are best suited for children's
participation and allowing them to tell the




story. Some books lend themselves to
inferactivity, such as Faul Goble's Inkfomi
stories.  Tell the story as vou show the
children the pictures and invite their reac-
tions as you progress. Children are good
storytellers, especially when felling one of
the tried and true fairy tales, such as The
Three Lifile Pigs. Stone Soup is a story
that lends itselt well to any of these for-
mats.

INTERNET IDEAS ABOUND

The Internet abounds with lessaon and
crall ideas from color sheets to entire
themed lessons that can be maoditied for
your Fqmily Play at
hittp: is a Web
site that provides educational activities
and is searchable by age level, skill, type
ot activity, and where the activity will take
place (indoors, outdoors, in the car, in the
kitchen, etc.). Af the ldea Box, you can
learn to make Gooo-Blek, Glarch, or
The Weh site at
provides
words to songs, games, and seasonal
activities and crafis. Child Fun at
httn: /A childtun.com is a Web site
designed for parents, but is rich in crafts,
songs, and theme ideas lor librarians, too.
You can modity ideas from any of these
sources o suit your program.

pragrdrn.

Swiaaw familyplay. com

even Flubber!

nitp: S Swaw theideabox com

FRIENDS CAN HELP

Don't forget your library friends
groups. [ap not only the experiences
and talent of those who belong to your
library's friends groups; friends can also
bring in ideas and financing! The Friends
of Margaret Reed Croshy Memarial
Library in Picayune partnered with Girl
Scout Troop #373 and presented a
career exploration program called “The
Future for Teens.” Many speakers were
recriuited from the rank and file of the
library friends group to speak about their
chosen profession,

ORGANIZING YOUR IDEAS

Atter you have spoken with the expert-
enced people at your library or in your
library systemn; after you have read {and
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continue to read] everything vou can get
your hands an: alter vou have scoured
the Internet, it's fime to put everything in
a place where you can find it when you
need it.  Start a filing systern with subjec
talders. For example, vou may have fold-
ers for ‘pets,” “kites,” “weather,” and “col-
ors. Into the “pels’ lolder yvou will place
any rhymes, finger plays or songs about
pets, activities or color sheets about pets,
and a hist of books available in your library
about pets, In this folder you should also
have a Program Planning Sheet. |t is
viery Important fo document vour saurces
so that vou can find them when you want
to do the program again. You will need
to document where an idea, a game, a
story, etc. is located, even if it is in the
bottam right drawer of your desk. You
want to be able to put vour hands on it
again because in a year, you may not
remember that you put the poster of the
pet parade in the storage room where it
would not be harmed.

PROGRAM PLANNING SHEET

Date:

Attendance:

Program theme:

e =

Approximate time:

Filrms or filmstrips:

Arts and crafts:

Color sheets:

Flannel Board:

Cames:

Songs/ Finger plays:

Stories:

Other:
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PROGRAMS WITH A THEME

Each subject folder could be a pro-
gram; each program should have a
theme, It will make implementation of
the program go more smoothly and,
mare impaortant, it will make the program
more memorable to the child. A collec-
tion of stories and activities that are nol
tocused on a central idea is just a loose
collection of stories and activites. I vou
have a theme, it is easier tor children fo
remember their experience at the library.

Themes such as numbers, colors, ani-
mals, or seasons work well with the
preschool age children. For the older
child, you will need something a little
more tocused, such as themes based on a
specific book.
and crafts would then revolve around this
main story. Themes for older children
may perhaps focus on local literature and
folklore or history. |t should have some
personal appeal for the children. For
example, a cooking program may use
recipes from a cookbook in the library
that features simple meals for the latchkey

child.

Other staries, activities,

PROGRAMS OF MANY TYPES
There are many types of programs

The basic five are; Lapsit. Story Hour,

Summer Reading Program, Special Pro-

grams, and Teen Programs,

* Lapsit = A program designed for one
and two year old children. These pro-
grams are normally short in duration
with short stories and lots of sing-song.
action and finger-plays, It Is designed
to introduce toddlers to the concept of
the book and to begin building a
child’s attention span.

s Story Hour = The most prevalent
type of library program is the story
hour or story time for preschoolers, It
is normally scheduled during school
hours. You may also take these pro-
grams to children in daycare or in
Head Start classrooms.

* Summer Reading Program - \We
pull out all the stops for this favorite
annual program tor most of us in public
libraries. We invite professional per-
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formers fo the library, throw parties, and,

of course, encourage our younger librany

users to read, read, read!

* Special Programs - Author visils,
sleepovers, literary parties, seasonally
hased programs, almeost anything vou
can name, lalented people with spe

cial knowledge or skills such as story-

tel

ers, Mad Science, or the Snake
Man, can be asked to put on a pro
gram. This programming is primarily
aimed at the elementary school age
child and is designed to introduce the
youngsters to the library and the ser-
vices it has to offer,

* Teen Programs - In additon fo any
of the programs mdntioned above for
special programming, this program-
ming is aimed at 13- through 16-year-

old young adulis. Programming for

teens may also include a Readers’

Advisorny Group. This group may vol

unteer in the library by writing reviews
of ¥A books and by making sugges-
fions concerning collection develop-
ment of these materials. |

LAY = ""I':__-

teen group assist in keeping the

shelves read and straightened in the

jiuvenile area. They chose a section
they want 1o maintain and | post a
“This section 1s maintained by..." sign
above that section. This gives owner-
ship of the library fo the teens, making
them feel maore responsible toward
maintaining the library that will likely
follow them into adulthood.

MARKETING YOUR PROGRAMS

When everything is prepared and you
are ready for your program. how do you
get the word out about it? The librarians
naolled for this article overwhelminaly stat
ed that word of mouth is the best adver
tisement. If the children enjoy their Story

Time. they will tell their friends. If their
parenis or caregivers teel the time has
been well spent, they will tell others. You
also want 1o put up posters in the library
and hand out flvers or bookmarks at the
circulation desk and in the children's area
of the library. | send notices to each of
the area schoals at the end of the school
year so that they can place them in the
children’s final report card, reminding
thern and their parents about the upcom

Mary
Ann Louviere, Children's Services Coor-

ing Summer Reading Program

dinator at Jackson '-r..'mf.ll'cz]l.* Library Sus
tem, says that she puts announcements in
“But," she
cays, “our most successful means of pro
Miller Wren

of First H-:'lgin:'m| Library Sustermn advises

the newcomer pamphlets,
motion is word of mouth,”
that vou should get to know the class

room teachers at your local elementary

schools and take vour program 1o them
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Nancy Opalko, also of First Regional,
uses a library hotline that parents can call
o seek programming information. Public
service announcements at the local radio
and television stations are free. Maost
local newspapers also run some lorm ol
public service announcements,

ADVICE FROM A VETERAN

Mow just picture your children seared
on their cushions in the children’s area of
vour library, locking up al vou expeciant-
ly. They are waiting for a stary. But
don’t panic; vou know your stuffl You
know what vou are going to do during
each program. You have the finger-plays
and sengs memorized so well that they
do not sound memorized, Never read a
story to your audience it you have not
read it yoursell. 11 is preferable that vou
read the story several times and practice

Journals

The fellowing is a list of only four magazines.
There are hundreds out there. These four, |
believe, represent the best in support ol program-
ming, They all cenfain stories, rhymes, riddies,
crafts, and theme related programming idess

Copyear Magazine

P Q. 081546

Racine, W 5340815465

Published five times per school year: Seplem:

bers Ociober, Movembers December, January”
Febroary, May/ April, and Mays June,

Highlights for Children

P O Box 182167

Columbus, OH 43218-2167

Published monthly with an index in December,

Tadline Magazine

23740 Hawthorne Bled,

Torrance, CA 90505

Corlaing slories, songs, games, and activities for the
rwnr to five pear ald child, Published bimonthly.

Turtle Magazine for Preschool Kids

P 0. Box b&7

Indiznapclis, IM 46206

Published monthly except bimonthly Janoares

Vol. 65, No. 3, Fall 2001

vour delivery before your program. Most
of the time, it will not be possible to prac-
Hee vour delivery. but even when vou are
pressed for time, never, ever read a book
aloud that vou have not read before doing
s for a group,

| here are many surprises that may
pop up. even with familiar stories! Once,
| wanted to read Maurice Sendak’s Where
the Wild Things Are to my group. | was
very familiar with the story and did not
ook at the lbrary’s copy of the book
before the program. To my dismay, as |
was reading, | turned to a page that was
torn in hall. And the missing halt of the
page was the text! Luckily, | knew the
story well enough and was able fo adlib
through the missing page. Since then, |
have taken the time to look over every
page of a book before | use it

Keep vour program flowing. Change

RESOURCES

February, April/May, July/August, and Octo-
ber/Movember.

Books

Flirt Public Library. Ring & Ring O 'Roses: Finger
plays for Preschool Children (1h ed), 1996,
HSEMN 09654585905

This Is a book of Hnger plays and songs, The
table of contents lists the songs by subject, the
index lisis them by the first line.

To Drder:

Flirt Pubslic Librany

Business Office

1026 Eawt Kearsley

Flimt, Ml 48502-1994

MNaoel, Keren G, Cur and Color Flanne! Board
Storles. Minneapolis, MM: T. 5 Denison & Co.,
1985, (ISBM 513017879).

The book i arranged so that vou may oot the pic
fures directly cul of the book and use them for
your flannel board. i has sfories and rhymes.

Ralns, Shirdey C. and Robert ). Canady,  Story
Strefchers: Activities to Expand Children's
Favarite Books. Mt Rainler, MD: Grephan
Hose, 1989, (ISBEMN 0876591195},

This Is & wonderful rescurce for finding activities

that go with particular books. All the books
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often. It aftention seems 1o be waning,
switch to something new.
things. Just because it has never been
done, does not mean it cannot be done,
Trust your instincts,

I'ry new

ENJOY YOURSELF!

The most important thing to remem-
ber about children’s programming is 1o
enjoy it voursell. When vou enjoy vour-
self, you can turn a reluctant reader on to
reading and even make him a lifelong
reader! Mary Thompson, Coordinator of
Children and Youth Services at Central
Mississippi Regional Library System,
gives this advice: "Children love books
and being read to... go for it! Learn by
doing. Practice, know your story, be pre
pared, get organized.”

offered are perennial favarites, such as James Mar-
shall’s George and Martha One Fine day, and Eric
Carle’s The Venr Hungry Caterpilfar,

Williarns, Liz and Dick Williams. Felt Board Fun
for Everypday and Holidaps, Dundee, [L: Building
Blocks, 1984 (I1SBN: 094345202 3],

This boak has Hannel board storles about the hali-
days and that feach basic concents

Internet Resources
Child Funs hitp

Full ol stories, games, aclivities, and crafls,

childfur. com

Finger Playe Index Page: htip:// lalcon. jmu
el = ramsei| IIr'qq-l;:I.ll..-||-_||'x!'l'||
Has the words to finger play songs along with the

actian,

Kids Spirid: hitp < kidspirit. com

This webs site aflers loks of online activities for chil-
dren. It also has a large colleclion of printable
colar sheets

PURYAC — PUBIc Libraries Serving Young Adults
and Children. To subscribe to PUBYAC, send an
emnall message to lissproci@pralrenst org, leadng the
subject line emply and puting “suhscribe pubyac”
without the quotes in the message area.
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Collection Development
Basics for School Libraries

By Elizabeth Haynes
Assistant Professor, SLIS
The University of Southern Mississippf

ehaynes@netdoor. com

School library media specialists have a
myriad of dufies, and life in a school
library media center (LMC) can often
seem overwhelming 1o the LMS running
a one-person show, One of the most
important duties, however, is that of col-
lection development and maintenance. A
relevant, current, and affractive collection
will encourage studenfs and facully 1o use
the LMC for information access. curricu-
lar support, and personal recreation.
Caonversely, old, irrelevant, and dingy
shelves of books will turn off the most
avid reader and library user.

SELECTION POLICY

The first and foremost rule to remem-
ber in collection development is that the
school district should have a written selec-
tion policy, approved by the school
board, The policy should set forth expec-
tations for the collection and selection
principles. The policy affords protection
o the library media specialist in carrying
out professional judgments with regard to
selection of materials

Along with the selection policy, there
should also be a written procedure for
handling complaints about materials.  All
campus administrators should be aware of
it, and the library media specialist should
have copies of a form that concerned per-
sons can fill out it they wish, In dealing
with complaints, remember not to be con-
frontational but to listen calmly 1o the
complainant's concerns, The com-
plainant should be informed of the proce-
dure for handling complaints, The library
media specialist should not be drawn into
an argument or become defensive about
the material in question. Remember thai
parents have the right to control what
their children read or view. but they do
not have the right to control what other

children read or view.
Twao Web sites that can help vou with

these policies and procedures are:

* http:/ Swww ala,org/alaorg/ oif/
workbook _selection. himl

* hitp:/ Awww, ncte.org/ censarship/
rightZread_shtml (includes the NCTE
form for “Citizen's Request for Recon-
sideration ™),

PRINCIPLES OF COLLECTION
DEVELOPMENT
David Loertscher gives the following
principles for collection development:

¢ The collection of the library media
cenfer should be appropriate tor the
community served by the school.

* The library media specialist should
have a plan in place to build a collec-
tion that is curriculum-oriented and
supports the needs of the school,

# Fach type of media included in the
LMC should be considered part of a
systern that includes materials,
required equipment, stalf fo support it,
and facilities that accommodate if,
(Do not buy something that you can
not use, maintain, and support.}

* The collection should be constan:ly
reevaluated and changed to meet cur-
rent needs.

* Collections should reflect democratic
ideas, intellectual freedom and cultural
diversity, (Loertscher, 208-209)

BUILDING BETTER
COLLECTIONS
There are a number of faclors fo keep
in mind in developing a usable, inviting
collection of materials.
= Know the curriculum = The librany
media specialist must he tamiliar with
the curriculum being taught in the
schoaol al all grade levels and in all
subjects, Some time spent perusing
textbooks and curriculum framewarks
will pay off down the line when read-
ing reviews and deciding what to
arder,

Know the latest student inferests
= Like all of us, students like to read
and/ or view materials on subjects that
interest them. s wrestling still popu-
lar? Do kids still reach for Goose-
bumps first? Be aware of what's
Qoing on.

Invelve the faculty - This can
sgem like an uphill battle at times.
Putting out requests for suggestions
can elicit one or two responses — dis-
appointing at best.  Try asking teach-
ers what subjects the LMC needs
more of in the collection. And keep
trying. Mavbe you need to ask at dif-
terent times of the vear when feachers
are not so busy., Maybe a different
kind of form could be used.

Be aware of vour own biases -
Library media specialists are blased
too,  Maybe vou prefer cats fo dogs
and are tempted to buy every book
about cats that comes along. Maybe
you personally disapprove of the sub-
ject matter or viewpolint in a particular
work. Think twice hefore automatical-
ly crossing it off the order list. s it a

work that would fill a need with some
of your library users?

Analyze vour collection - Whal
are the strengths and weaknesses of
your collection in terms of curriculum
support and student interests?  ls your
newesl book on astronomy fen years
ailed?

Have a plan - It you've analyzed
your collection, vou can develop an
action plan for remedying problems
that vou have discovered. Set priori-
ties and a realistic fimeline. Having a
solid plan, backed up with facts about
what is needed, may convince the
authorities to let you have maore
maoney when budgets are allocated.
Have a consideration file and
categorize it — A consideration tile
is a collection of order cards for mate-
rials you may wish to buy. Your con-
sideration file can be updated continu
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ously as you read reviews or receive
requests from teachers and students
When ordering time comes, you can
select those materials that meet vour
current priorifies. A consideration file is
also usetul when extra money some-
Hmes drops in your lap.

*  Use caution in buving sets and// or
from catalogs - Buying sets is a
good way fo use up a lot of money fast
and easily, but is that what vou really
want to do? Do you truly have a need
for every single title in the set? s the
amount of money saved by buying the
whole set greater than what vou would
save by only buyving the titles you really
need from the set? Buying from cata-
logs brings other difficulties. Have the
materials received favorable reviews
from reputable review sources? How
old are the materials? Copyright date is
sometimes difficult to ascertain from a
catalog entry, parficularly with audiowi-
sual malerials.

= Spend all vour money — Keep rack
of your budget and make sure you
spend all the money available to you.
| his may seem self-evident, but there
are a lot of library media specialists who
do not do it s difficull 16 request a
budget increase when you are not
spending all the money you have now.

* Weed!'T - Weeding can be a touchy
subject with school administrators,
particularly if they do not want to allo-
cate money 1o replace the materials
that are removed. We do studenis a
grave disservice, however, by provid-
ing materials that contain outdated,
biased, or misleading information.

COLLECTION ANALYSIS

Collection analysis can be carried out
in several ways. | he collection can be
analyzed for age, through collection map-
ping, by analyzing usage, by checking
against bibliographies, or by calculating
the abiliny to meet curriculum requests,

Age analysis can be done by randomly
selecting every 10th or 50th or 100th
card in a card sheltlist and noting the
copyright date. Or books can be counted
off on the shelf if this is done at a time
when most books are on the shelves. In
an autormnated library system, reports can
be generated to produce stanistics to fur-
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nish the age of the collection.

Collection mapping is a technigue for
analyzing particular portions of a collec
tion related to specific subjects. For
example. all of the materials available on
China might be analyzed in relation fo
age/ copyright or publication date, num
ber ol materials versus number of stu-
dents needing them, etc.

DEVELOP A PLAN
The steps in developing a collection
olan are as follows:

*  Analyze vsers — This includes know-
ing student interests, student ahilities,
ethnic makeup of the student popula-
tion, and curriculum needs.

*  Analyze collection - As noted above,
the collection can be analyzed in a
number of wavs., A method should be
used that meets the needs of the par-
ticular situation,

* Prioritize user and/ or collection needs

* Develop goals and objectives based
on the priorifized needs

& [evelop an action plan to meet the
goals and objectives

* (army out the plan

* [Evaluate the plan

*  Start the cycle over again

WEEDING

Part of collection maintenance is the
process of weeding, Weeding can often
be a sensitive subject with administrators
and a dreaded chore for library media
specialists, School curricula change, stu
dent interests change, grade levels on a
campus may change, and materials that
once were useful or popular may no
longer be needed.

Materials that should be weeded
include those that are outdated or incor-
rect, biased or stereotyped, worn or dam-
aged. unpopular or unused, and those that
are poor in qualiny,  Materials that should
nol be weeded include classics, unless
replaced with new editions: local and state
history or local school publications; and

materials not subject to rapid change.

THE INTERNET AND LIBRARY
COLLECTIONS
Many persons believe that the Interne
will render physical library collections
obsolete. That has not happened vet, and
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it may never happen. Many materials are
now available online and there are indeed
valuable Web sites thal provide up-ta-date
information about a variety of topics,
However, the Internet is rite with mis-
information and bias. Students must
carefully trained 1o evaluate information
found on the Internet as to source. relia-

e

biliny, currency, authority, efc.

The smart librany media specialist will
be aware of good Internet sites and have
them bookmarked or listed in bibliogra-
phies. Finding and evaluating such sites
may be a part of collection development.
just as is finding and evaluating other
materiais. But the Internet ultimately

becomes just one more medium that the

LM5S considers when planning for a com-
prehensive and well-rounded collection
that meets the informational and recre-
ational needs of the students and faculny,

RECOMMENDED SOURCES

Bradburn, Frances Bryant. QOuiput Measures
for School Library Media Programs. Neal

Schuman, 1999

Doll, Carol A and Pamela Pefrick Barron, Col
lection Analysis for the School Library Media
Center: A Practical Approach. American
Library Association, 1991,

Everhart, Mancy, Eveluating the School Library
Media Center: Analysis Technigues and
Research Practices. Libraries Unlimited, 1998

Loerischer, David V. Taxonomies of the
School Library Media Program. 2nd ed. Hi
Willow Research and Publishing, 2000

Web Sites
hitps £ O ala.org s alaorg/ oll/workbook
selection himl = Waorkbook for Selection Policy
Witing [American Association of School Librar-
baris

I

hHp: /S www ala.org/aasl/ resources/ collec
fian himl = A list of resources helplul for collec-
Hon development (American Associgtion of
Schoaol Librarians)

it S alaorg s assl positions s ps_billofrg
ks himl = Access o Resources and Services in
the School Library Media Program: An Inferpre
tation of the Library Bill of Rights {American
Association of School Librarians)

hipe s S wa ncte org/ censorship/rightZread._sh
tml = “The Students’ Right to Read™ (NCTE)

Includes form for complaints aboul materials
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Central Mississippi Library Council
Celebrates 25 Years of Service

By Greftchen W Cook
Library Director
geooki@belhaven. edu
& Carrie G. Wallis
Acquisitions Librarian
cwallisi@belhaven. edu

Belhaven College

For twenty-five years the Central Mis-
sissippi Library Council (CMLC) has pro-
vided Jackson-area libraries with an orga-
nized reference-referral service and an
outlet for networking. JJts mission is “to
promote optimal access to books and
other informational materials, fo provide
reference services to patrons of member
libraries and to further develop inter-
library cooperation.” While the mission
has changed very little over the years, the
membership of CMLC has broadened,
and its methods for accomplishing its mis-
sion have changed as technology has
advanced.

CMLC BEGINNINGS

In 1976, ten libraries came together
seeking to improve their resource sharing
oppartunities.  Amoeng them were Hinds
Junior College, Jackson State University,
the Mississippi Library Commission,
Jackson Metropolitan Library System.
Tougaloo College, Mississippi College.
Millsaps College, Belhaven College, Edu-
cational Media Services of the Depart-
meni of Education and the Mississippi
Research and Development Center,
Although time has changed the names,
form and function of several of these insti-
tutions, the CMLC has endured as a
strong example of what can be accom-
plished when professionals work together,
[he membership roster now includes the
above organizations as well as the Missis-
sippl College Schoaol of Law, Mississippi
Department of Archives and History, Mis-
sissippi Museum of Natural Science, S1.
Dominic Hospital, University of Mississip-
pi Medical Center and Wesley Biblical
Seminan), Representatives of interested
libraries attended the first meeting, held in

Augqust 1976, A mere three months
later, with the help of a grant from the
Mississippi Library Commission, a pilo
program of resource sharing was begun.

COOPERATIVE SERVICE

CMLC s first effort at addressing
resource needs came in the form of Infor-
mation Passport, or Info Pass. Comple-
mentary 1o interlibrary loan, this referral
service allowed CMLC librarians, unable
to meet a library user's specific informas
tion request, 1o issue a one-time-use pass
to another member library, Individual
parficipating libraries would reteree the
request and determine what information
and services the source library might pro-
vide to referred users.

The Info Pass is still in use today, pro-
viding procedural control of access
between cooperalting public, academic,
and special libraries.

CMLC's second project to improve
upon inter-library cooperation was a
biweekly shutile for the delivery of ILL
materials and general correspondence
amaong member libraries. The Jackson
Metropalitan Library System provided the
van and driver, and member dues offset
transportation and other minimal costs,
Remarkably, this service endured for a
decade. With the transformation of the
Jackson public library systermn in 1986,
however, CMLC delivery service came fo
an end.

Although information is no longer
shuttled weekly between libraries, the Info
Fass remains a viable mechanism for for
mal referrals of people in genuine need of
access to unique materials held by source
libraries.

A COMMUNICATION NETWORK

Cne of the earliest functions of CMLC
remains perhaps its sirongest 1oday: an
outlet for communication between partici-
pants. From its inception, member
libraries have provided one another with
directories of their holdings, schedules of
their hours open, subject strengths, special

collections, important policies, and stalf
confact information. Regular meetings
three times a year allow librarians to stay
current on policy changes affecting the
dccess of resources, personnel changes,
and facility and technology improvements,

In addition, member libraries take
turns hosting CMLC meetings.  Most of
these meetings include some wpe of pro-
gram, many of which showcase “hest
practices” of the hosting library,

While CMLC has organized work
shops on library topics from its inception,
the rotation of meeting places has served
as an informal means of continuing edu-
cation and building community between
professionals.

And, in an era when staff development
tunds are universally low and often do not
provide education opportunities to para-
professionals, CMLC's work in this area
is important,

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

An added benefit of CMLC member-
ship is its formal structure for those
libraries within educational institutions
accredited by the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools (SACS). Undes
the current Criteria for Accreditation, rela-
tionships with other libraries must be for-
malized, in writing, and reqularly evaluat-
ed. The bylaws of the CMLC provide for
a written contract for membership, and
the functions of the CMLC are evaluated
at regular meetings. And with its quarter-
century history, even the most skeptical
SALS peer evaluator has to admit that
CMLC is an enduring institution.

CMLC has long been open to the
addition of new members, whether pri-
vately or publicly funded, or whether they
are academic, public or special libraries
Mow, however, the member libraries of
the CMLC are even more anxious to
expand its borders beyond the libraries of
the three counties that make up its prima-
ry service area. With electronic technaolo-
gy replacing van service, the resource
sharing opportunities are limitless
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October 17-19, 2001

Crowne Plaza Hotel
Jackson, Mississippi

Preliminary Conference Program

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17

5:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

9:30 a.m.

10:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.

11:00 a.m.

11:30 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

1:30 p.m.

Ficket Required

2:30 p.m.

REGISTRATION

r~ I P
Lo Flaza Flodel Mezzaning

MLA BOARD MEETING

Hanrye J. Leder, Lincoln-Lawrence-Franklin Regional Librang, Presiden

LEGISLATIVE COMMITIEE
Cilenda Segars, Iiewamba Community College and Db Mirchell, Warre

Counmg-Vicksburg Public Likrang, Presiding

MAGNOLIA STEERING COMMITIEE

Frances I, Coleman, Mississippl State Linversin, Presiding

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK COMMITITEL

lenniter Smith, Madison County Library, Fresiding

MAGNOLIA USERS’ GROUP MEETING

Framces Colerman, Missission Siate University, Fresicing

CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
FPreserving Family Treasures Workshop
Christine Wisernan, SOLIMET, Presenter

Drinvicd Juergens, Universily of Mississiopl Meadical Center, Fresiding

MLC CONTINUING EDUCATION TASK FORCE

Virtwal Communication: Working and Commuanicating in
Cvberspace

L { k -1 |
Wirkshap locusing an the ssues of eiquette, securiny, and legal respon
cililities associated with virtual communication ieols

Kebeoca Baiam, Whitten Laraup TFainer

L

Richard Cireene, Mid-Mississippt Begional Library Systern, Presiding

EXHIBITS GRAND OPENING

H bbby Cuttinng and Catles

BLACK CAUCUS SCHOLARSHIP LUNCHEON
Eeni'ufug;-' Tﬁrﬂ-ui_ph the F!_.'i"i. of an Arfisf

Fick and Konda Homan, Presenters

nmmunity College, Presiding

I heresa B Akbar-Ellisan, Hinds |

GENERAL SESSION
& ¥Your Service & Your Library
Williarm Qardon, Americars Librang Assaciatio

AT

H|-||-l_- ._ el | ircohi-Lawrenca-Franelin I-:._-._'||._|-'.|| |.||:".':|'._ ["I'.'wi-.|l".l.:
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MISSISSIPPI AUTHORS

e andd maesl recer g ang e be rauais e Missis .i":['-i authoirs!
* Larcion Haines, author o Summer of the Redeemers, Vooclod, an

; L !
8 serhes af mystaries 581 In the -"|:'-'.|'.--:|:'| Delra: Fham .'irl.'.'u_'- ATl

Buried Bores wath a new fliles ta he added 10 the series in March:

Splintered Bones

L [-'l.l-."’ F:ll"'\-l'i"ll..l .||_|||-|- _|" f.-.-- |":::l--. (1] ] -,'.||:|-. ning will disciiss his

lavorite garderning fitles designed to save the home gardener, whether
# vegelable fancier or a Hower perleclionisl

# ludu H Toucker and Charline B M

monk, Chrsimas Shormes o -"-:':-'-'--'-.'.':.':.' ilesrrared Bay Whoan Warers

inct published by the Dndversitg Press of Mississinp
Books will he meailable for purchase and signing by authors after the pro
grar.
Sponscred by the Friends of Mississippi Libraries

GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS ROUND TABLE
(GODORT)

Making the Numbers Work For Yoo Via the Census Informa.
tion Highway

D= Willie H. DeBernyg, 5. Census Bureau, Sneaker

DeBerry will speak on electronic access fo the 2000 Census,

Phoebe Term, The University of Southern Mississippi, Presiding

YOUNG PEOPLE'S SERVICES ROUND TABLE
New Book Fair/Book Review & Swap Shop

Melssa Wright, Mississippi Library Commission, Speaker

RECEPTION FOR MLA PRESIDENT HENRY
LEDET AND ALA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
WILLIAM GORDON

Sponsored by SIBS| Corporatia

DINNER ON YOUR OWN

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

ickal Bequired

8:30 am. - 10:00 a.m.

REGISTRATION

Cronwrne Flagzsa Hoel Mesranine

TWO YEAR COLLEGES ROUND TABLE
BREAKFAST

Irelarmmation in the Electronic Age

L. Juanitg Flasders, Margarel Jane Stauble, Manoy Tenhel, Hinds Com
munity Collece: Bathleen Hutchison, Copiab-Lincoln Communite Cal
leqe, Speakers

DCr. Juanita Flanders, Hinds Carmmunity College, Fresiding

epixtech USERS GROUP

Will eiscuss lormation of an eplxtech ussrs group in Mssissipn
ScoH McoCausla 1, EpEiEch, Spedde

Susan Cassagne, Pear]l Biver County Library System, Presiding

Coard will introduce their mew

Teeamita Flanders

Margaret Jane Stauble

MNancy Tenhet

Kadhleen Huichison

i
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12:00 p.m.

12:00 p.m.

1:30 p.m.
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2:00 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

2:45 p.m.

Mississippi Libraries

YOUNG PEOPLE'S SERVICES ROUND TAELE
(YPSRT)

Storvitelling with Diane Williams

Victoria Penny, First Regional Librarny, Presiding

MAGNOLIA BASIC TRAINING

Heginning level e itg in searching MAGHMOLA databases Inelud i
EBSCOHost, GaleNET, Gralier and SIRS

Warious instrucioms and vendo representalives, Presenting

Catherine Mathan, First Beglonal Library, Presid 1

POSTER SESSION 1

FOUr postar sessions ta De preseniecd

STUDENT POSTER SESSION 1

o student [Eoster sessions e ne presentds o

LIBRARY INSTRUCTION ROUND TABLE (LIRT)

Feaching for Learning: fnstructional Planning
I:Il. [..llll. Chene, |he \“'I.l'il'll';'hl |.||_I||:..'_ "1;:||',-||-C-,"

Shirdene Stagner, The Universie of Sauthern Mississ pol, Presiding

MISSISSIPPI SIRSI USERS GROUP

It rdance fumded 1o currend S1ES] gasers onlu|

SIRSE Invenfory Confrol

Ly Juanita Flanders and Margarel lane Staukle. Hinds Communiy Ca
||'-'||' SDEAEETS

Ly Juanita Flanders, Hinds Community Collage, Presiding

FUBLIC LIBRARY & TRUSTEES SECTIONS
LUNCHEON

lon Salems, Arls Alliance af _I.:l =50 il |||| N |,...|_|||l- S A
.\-.: III! 1= -I it Ill.III::I "I [ LF ] TN .I.Illl .I.l.' II:'I__ _l.'|'~ _'.'_|_I rl:||' L"“l. |_I|'
Chocobodic, written under the pseudomam Kudie Adams, set for ouhlica

fican i Jangary. Three ather baoks will be |'-||'-| shyed In The mext vear

POSTER SESSION 2

U [ 1=lar sassions i e firesenl |

MAGNOLIA ADVANCED TRAINING

Advanced level training in searching MAGNOLIA, dalabases, with sepa
rale sessions bar schoa [ru b a@nd acedermic librarians

Various instreckors and vendor reoresentatives Fresent ng

Catherine Nathan, First Reglonal Libramy, Presiding

BETA PHI MU Beta Psi Chapter

Call for Papers: Student Research Competition Presentations
Winrers:

=andra I'I:f'-\.-'.""\-. An Analysis of the [Roital e ang :'IIII ES5ES I..:l lized o
Selectsd Archivisls in Mississippl 1o Derermime the Ootirmal Medel for the
LHaitzation ol e i..-.ll-rl."- ?':'--J-.'"-u ."-"l.-u'-.ll o A | imber Hisl i Phodio
graph Collection

Silvia Judd, “Starlare; Five MNative American Muths

Caral Green, The Universitg ol Southem Mississ pp Presid nig
A brief business meeting will folloaw the program

Lynn Shurden, Mississippi Library Commession, Presidesi
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS ROUND TABLE
(SCRT)

Local Collections, Global Access: Bullding the DMgital Arclive

al LSM
Dr. P Taby Grabam, Diane Ross, Peggy Price, The Lnbversihy of South-
ern Mississippi, Speakers

Fegay Price, Fresiding

STUDENT POSTER SESSION 2

P sduden osler sessians o he nresented

INFORMATION LITERACY COMMITTEE ~
SCHOOL LIBRARY SECTION

Implementing Information Power and Information Literacy

Standards for Stademt Learming

Mary |:"-'1.'-!'|| Saortan, Director of Metaire Park Countre Dav School in
Louisiana and Member of AASLAAECT Schaal Librery Standards
Mational Guidelines Writing Commites, Speaker

Session will Tocus on the standards developed by the American Associa-
fion of Schoel Librarians and the Association for Educational Communi-
catins and | e ||:|--|-:|-'_|l__' with a hands-on demonstration of how ta use
the stancards inan individual sohool setting

Mary Beth Applin, The University of Soutbern Mississippi and Cindy Har
rison, Yelma Jackson Middle School | Presiding

ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGE AND RESEARCH
LIBRARIES SECTION (ACRL)

FPromise and Perils of Resowrce Sharing
Sue Medina, Metwork of Alabhama Academic Libraries, ':.~|:-.--::~|'|
lure Breland Schmids "-'1".'-|'\-'\-||'-|: Srate Unbversing, Presid e

NEW MEMBERS ROUND TABLE (NMRT)

Libwaries and Leadership = A Plan for Success
Woilllamn Ciordon, American Librany Sssociation, Speaker

Brooke Lippy, Central Avkarsas Universig, Presiding

POSTER SESSION 3

Fowr noster sessicons o be presenie:

EXHIBITS RECEPTION

MISSISSIPPI AUTHORS AWARDS BANQUET
Maria Collins & Sam Ml-"l'l:—.. f“-’.ia-.;a-:n-::i Srabe Unive A i1 Lvnn Shurdén
Missiseippi Library Cormmission, Presiding

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19

REGISTRATION

Coroene Hlazae Hofel Meszanine

SPECIAL LIBRARIES SECTION BREAKFAST

From Tange fo Mango: A Service Provider's Guide o
lerpreovinng Communication

[, Chailes Sampson, Charles £, Sampson & Associates, Sneaker
Rennie Sanders, Mississippi Department of Enviranmental Qualiey,
Presiding

PAST PRESIDENTS’ BREAKFAST

Limmibktesdd to BLA |:.::'1| Aaresicenis

Dy, Toby Graham, DNane Ross, Peggy Price

Sue Medina

I BN
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9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. COPYRIGHT COMMITTEL
Copyright and UCITA Update and Discussion
Erice Coe, The University af Soufhern Mississippi, Fresidin

9:000 am. - 11:45 a.m. FRIENDS OF MISSISSIPPI LIBRARIES
Waorking Together: Friends, Trusiees, and Directors
Marhan Woodlil-Sanley, Mississippi Cenler for Nonprofits, Presenter
Coomme and share ideas with oiber Friends of aplers an Increa=ing meamber
snips, fund raising ventures, gnd ways 1o keen visibile in the commuanin,
Business Meeting
Ms. Francis Delmas, Presicent

10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. CIRCULATION DISCUSSION GROUP

|'-\.n-_'||' w Hehm The :l| VET=ih, P Satiern r'\-'1i'\-\.-\.i'\-\.-\.i"||:li II'\-'I '-_||'| A10

Nathan Woodliff-Stanfev
10:00 am. - 11:00 a.m. WEB PAGE COMMITTEE

MLA Web Page Showcase and .Df_-:.u:-:-fan Crroup

Erica Coe, e Ulniversity ol Southsrn PMississ sipoi, Presiding

10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. TECHNICAL SERVICES ROUND TABLE (TSRT)

Dwisourcing Technical Services Activities: When I Works,

When It Doesn'y
Hane Brown, SOLINET. Snealer
Kathlean '.-".'-'.l'-_ | Faie Ly ity ol S |.. "-" SEISEIRD Pr esiding

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. PUBLIC LIBRARY DIRECTORS DISCUSSION
GROUP

Mississinpi Puhtic Librany Adminisirators Councl, Spansor

Parel Discussion nn E-rate, Tallowed by moderated discussion an sali

I MFOES

Diane Brown

11:00 am, - 12:00 p.m. REFERENCE DISCUSSION GROUP

(T B .|II\._ "'\-'1|'-'-|'-'-||'-|. Siate I_:l| VETSIR. [' resing

12:00 pom. - 1:30 p.m. AWARDS LUNCHEON
licket Required Henry Ledet, President

.y by 1k {
|'._ n Shurden, Aaarcts U haii

1:30 pom. - 2:00 p.m. PHOTO SESSION FOR AWARD WINNERS

OUR SERVICE IS
UNSURPASSED

Binding periodicals cmd rebinding We take pride that our workmenship,
books in quality Dindings 15 our rnaterials and service are armong
business, cmnid has been since 1912 the best in the industry

Less expensive Adhesive Type Bindings
available upon TE‘E{".J.-':ST

|00 Hembree Park Drive o LBRAg
g ; — "

PO Box 428 o - '"‘f"’d“
e R e Ay - e 1

Roswell, GA 300770008 fa | e AN

Telephone 770-442-5420  FAY 7744240183 )

" . 1 1 a ¥ ]

5 1 Opsoarbunity Ernplowes I'...r'-m L / F .'\I-"',"

e {...1__.-'.-__.“_..
L ] L ‘.‘-h.-__.

Nﬂtl:}nul leIEIIY Bindery Co. of Ga., Inc. s

5 CERTIFIED SRV BRI
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Mississippi Library Association
Authors Awards Committee
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2001 Award Winners

FICTION: MARTIN HEGWOOD, THE GREEN-EYED HURRICANE

Martin Hegwood is Senior Attorney for the office of Secretary of State. He is a native of
Pascagoula and an alumnus of the University of Mississippi, where he received a bachelor’s degree in
Public Administration and a J.00, During his career, he has served on the Governor's staff as Extradi-
tion Hearing Officer, and has been a liaison 1o the sfate’s prisan systern; he is also a former assistant
district attorney, and he has worked as a lobbyist tor the University of Mississippi. All of these experi-
ences help confribute to his second career as a novelist. Mr. Hegwood is currently writing a mystery
series for 51 Martin's Press of New York, and Green-Eved Hurricane, published in July 2000, is the
second of the series. Kelly Flynn from Amazon.com notes that “If you can’t actually get to the Gulf, |
recornmend purchasing a pound of peeled shrimp, whipping up a hotter-than-Hades cocktail sauce,
pouring a glass of sweet lemon tea, and diving into The Green-Eved Hurricane. As hurricanes are
wont to do, the book will pick you up, toss you around, and leave you shaken = and invigorated.”

NONFICTION: NORMAN WINTER, MISSISSIPPI GARDNER'S GUIDE

Morman Winter received his bachelor's degree fram Hardin-Simmaons University and his master’s
degree from Texas A&M University. He has managed several organizations in the horticultural field as
an executive director for the Texas Pecan Growers Association, National Pecan Marketing Council,
Texas State Horticultural Society and the American Bose Society. Mr. Winter now serves as an exten-
sion horticulturist for Mississippl State University and acts as coordinator for the Mississippi Medallion
Award program promoting outstanding plants for the state. In 1997, he received the Qutstanding
Achievement Award from the MiHﬁiSHEr}pi Nl:ﬂPr"_.,-m-:-‘I'l Association. Many people may know him from
his weekly award-winning Southern Gardening daily television news segments, his daily radio program
on Mississippi Public Radio, or newspaper columns regularly featured in newspapers such as the Jack-
son Clarion-Ledger, the Biloxi Sun Herald, and the Starkville Daify News. In January 2000, Cool
Sprinags Press in Franklin, TN, published Mr. Winter's Mississippi Gardener's Guide. This quide is
part of a gardening series that began in 1996 and now covers most of the United States

SPECIAL AWARD - ART & PHOTOGRAPHY: MAUDE SCHUYLER CLAY,
DELTA LAND

Maude Schuyler Clay is a member of a fiith generation Mississippi Delta family and currently
lives in Sumner, Mississippi. After going to school at the University of Mississippi and Memphis
Academy of Arls, she moved to New York City. During her twelve-year stay in the Big Apple she
worked at LIGHT Gallery and as a photography editor. Several magazines, such as The New York
Times Magazine, The London Observer Magazine, Vanity Fair, and Esquire, have published her
photographs, Since returning to her native state, she has worked as the photoaraph editor for The
Oxford American. In 1999 the University Press of Mississippi published her photagraphic portrayal
of the Delta in Delta Land., Mark Goodman, Professor of Art and Photography at the University of
Texas at Austin, states “As a photographer, Maude Schuyler Clay takes nathing for granted nor twists
things inte melodrama, avoiding banalities and curiosities. Instead, Delta Land is filled with whole-
ness of the physical world and the surprisingly simple delights and complex facts of squarely facing
reality, These pictures will be a legacy.” The Mississippi Institute of Arts and Letters presented her
with the 2000 Arts and Letters Award for Photography for Delta Land
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About the MLA 2001
Authors Awards Books

Hegwood, Martin, The Green-Eved
Hurricane. New York: 5t Martin's Press,

2000. 272 pp. $23.95 hardcover.

Jack Delmas, a southern P.I, with a
taste for a cold bottle of Dixie beer and a
little bit ol danger, is hack in The Green-
Lved Hurricane by Martin Hegwood, In
this second novel, Hegwood allows us to
see more of the personal side of this Mis-
sissippi detective who entered the arena
in Big Easy Backroad., Unce again we
see Jack’s laid back abproach to life as
Hegwood takes us to the man's own
backyard. His characieristic lovalty leads
him directly into the middle of a deadly
control war for Biloxi's waterfront.

It was a fishing trip like many others.
Casper Perinovich, long time friend and
father figure. and Jack were out on Peri-
novich's boal, Miss Marie, spending time
together, talking, shrimping, and remem-
bering times gone by, Jack got out on
the dock with his thirty pounds of shrimp
and said good night to Perinovich, who
intended to ride out the coming storm
and do more shrimping. That was the
plan. Jack learns of the tragic death of
his friend at his brother’s campaign party
the next afternoon where he is helping
baoil the shrimp he and Casper collected.

It appeared to be a freak accident, Gas
i= left on in the old house. A light turns
on. A deadly explosion happens.  All
members of the family, the friends, and
the neighbors are saddened and shocked.
Then Perinovich’s niece, Sheila, hires
lack 1o investigate, She is not so sure i
was an accident. Mor is Jack. He even
waonders if he is in fact his friend’s murder-
er.  [Jid he leave the gas stove on when
they left the house to go fishing? Was he
the cause of this tragic death?

Sheila’s suspicions prove right as
Jack’s investigation not only removes his
own guilt but also uncovers the long list of
enemies his friend had accrued. Not ane
to hold his tongue or his literary pen in let-
ters to the editor, Perinovich enraged

evervone including a Vietnamese gang,
angry redneck neighbors, the local mayor,
and even his own money-hungry niece.

Jack continues his investigation fo its
treacherous end to learn the truth. With
his own life in danger, he has 1o know
what happened to Casper "Mr, Cass”
Perinovich, his old friend and the father of
his childhood best friend who had died so
tragically in Camille, a green-eved hurri
cane. Even if exposure of the truth
reveals that his old girliriend, Mr. Cass’
niece, is part of the plot, the truth must
COme out.

Hegwood not anly develops a more
complete persona tor the character of
Jack Delmas in this, his second novel, but
he also paints a brilliant portrait of mod-
ern-day Biloxi moving from a past era
into the current one. From the smallest
boats used for s shrimping and seatood
canning days to the Mississippi coast's
busiest casino boats, Hegwood's thrilling
mystery keeps you turning the pages,

The Mississippi Library Association
has named [he Green-Eved Hurricane as
its recipient of the 2001 Authors Award
for fiction. This work fully deserves the
award; this author is one to have in any
Mississippi library,  Martin Hegqwood has
a true talent for writing the good old-fash-
ioned mystery with a modern twist.

Donna Phelps Fite
Furvis Branch Librarian
Lamar County Librany System

Winter, Norman. Mississippi Garden-
er's Guide. Frankling TN: Cool Springs
Press, 2000. 263 pp. $19.95 paperback.

Many Mississippians are probahly
already familiar with Norman Winter
Winter's Southern Gardening television
news segment is shown weekly on local
stations in towns such as Biloxi, Jackson,
Tupela, and Meridian;, his Southern Gar-
dening radio program is heard daily on

Mississippi public radic. |n addition, Win
ter's gardening column appears in Missis-
sippi newspapers such as the Clarfon
Ledger, Biloxi Sun Herald, Brookhaven
Leader, Hattieshurg American, and
Starkville Daily News. Winter received a
bachelor's degree from Hardin-Simmons
Liniversity and a master’s degree from
Texas A & M University. He is currently
Extension Horticulturist for Mississippi
State University and serves as coordinator
for the Mississippl Medallion Award pro-
gram, which recommends outstanding
plants for Mississippi gardeners.

With the publication of Mississippi
Cardener’s Guide, Norman Winter's gar-
dening expertise is now available 1o an
even larger audience. The book is
arranged in an easy to follow format, and
readers can quickly find information on a
wide variety of plants that are suited to
Mississippi's climate. The book is divid-
ed into sections such as annuals, bulbs,
grasses, ground covers, herbs, perenni-
als, roses, shrubs, flowering shrubs, trees,
lowering trees, tropical plants, and vines,
Within each section, pages are devoted fo
specific plants.  Instructions for growing
each plant are given, as are hints for con
tinued care and maintenance. Sugges-
fions are given about companion plants
that can be used with the teatured plant to
create an attractive landscape.

My favorite part of these plant pages is
the sidebar that presents a wealth of infor-
mation about each plant in a very concise
formal. Included in the sidebar are the
plant’s light needs, bloom time, bloom
color, height, spacing suggestions, water
needs, soil needs, and uses. The center
section of Mississinpi Gardener’s Guide
contains color photographs of each fea-
lured plant. The book also includes a
plant hardiness zone map, an index, a
color wheel for identifying companion
plants, a bibliography of books about
southern gardening, a glossary, a list of
public gardens in Mississippi, and a list of
plants that received the Mississippi Medal-
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lion Award from 19962000

Mississippi Gardener’s Guide 1s an

attractive, well-designed book. All

aspects of the book, lrom the lont size fo
the graphics to the easy to handle size
show that much care was taken to make
the book as reader iriendly as possible.
[his bhook is a welcomed addition to
resources avallable for Mississippi garden-
ers, It is recammended o |‘.-..|||'-: and
academic libraries in Mississippi. The
Mississippi Librany Association has select-
ed .'l'-'jll:'-:'\-tl":"ei.'..f:'.ll'.'." Crardener’s Gide as the
recipient of the 2001 Authors Award for
nonhiction

Sarah Spencer
Information Services Librarian

The University of Southern Mississippi

5

Clay, Maude Schuvler. [eltz Land.
Jackson: University of Mississippl Press,
1999 96 pp, 33500 hardcover

Delta Land by Maude Schuvler Clay is
a beautitul and taithtul tribute to the land
scape of the Mississippi Delta. While
many photographers have chronicled the
people of the Delta, this is the first time a
photegraphic collection has examined the
tandscape. In 1987, Maude Schuyler
Clay returned to Sumner, Mississippi,
where five generations of her family had
lived and worked, Prompled in 1993 by
the request of a doctor who wanted pic-
tures which would capture “the stark and
elegiac beauty of the local landscape™ 1o
decorate the walls of his clinic, she began
to photograph the Delta land, At the fime
ot this request, Llay was already a
renowned photographer, whose work had

appeared in publications such as Vanin

Fair and Esquire,

Lewis Mordan, a celebrated author in
nis own right, provides an introductory
essay that describes the [lelta of his mem
ories and how these memories appear as
black and white images in his mind,
According to Nordan, "it was my mama's
no-count dog that opened my eyes upon
the world that Maude Schuyler Clay has
captured so eloquently on black-and-
white film, exactly the shades and hues in
which my memory holds those same

15 of Delta

images.” While the photograp

Land need no explanation, Lewis Nar- influences as a photographer. An unex-
dan s essay is a wonderful accompani- pected “treatl” Is the inclusion of four pho
ment and description of the Delta, bath tographs taken in 1925 by Clay's mater
past and present, through the eyves and nal grandfather, Joseph Albert May,
experiences of a nafive son which have been reproduced from the
As Lewis Mordan points out in his original glass negatives,
essay, very few of Clay’s phetographs Maude Schuyler Clay's book, Della
include people. lhere are no farmers fand, would be a wonderful addition for
working the tields. no churchgoers in the any library or archive. |hrough the eye
pews, and no shoppers at the local com of her camera, Clay has offered a glimpse
missary. What one does find are the inta the place she calls home and the
images of dogs in fields, old gravesites beauty of the Delta landscape. The Mis-
-"||'||'| I I""I;'ll"il""\-_ ':|||| I!ri:n;_-:'r::;'-u_ r||||.|.I ||-'||.'E"'\. bt et ||"l| l_il_:l.rl:lrlq_- IIJ"|-\."_'-|'_'IL!||-iI'l|| i':,,l"'\. IIq_IIIIl__I:.l
and churches, Many of the buildings in Delfa Land as the 2001 Authors Award
the photographs have been in obvious recipient of a special award for an out-
disuse for manmy vears = mavbe even for- standing book in the category of ar
gotten
The book concludes with an afterward Lvnda Aldana
:'l':__' rl"'llll'\'.'.lhll.' L:": |'||||.'.I ol [...I-'I'\, H"i' |'|r|:.l"\.'i|||""| |:...;|'|'|:.||II'-'_I'_i' ||I.'.II3'|'|;]r|'r||'|
some insight into her own heginnings and The University of Mississippi
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USM LIBRARIES ANNOUNCE
NEW E-MAIL TUTORIALS

The University of Southern Mississip-
pi, USM Libraries has developed a new e-
mail tutorial series to assist faculty and
stall to keep up with the rapidly changing
electranic resources of the information
world, The Eagle "BsStruction”™ e-mail
tutorials will allow library users to learn
about the Libraries” electronic catalog,
databases or off-campus access in the
comfort and leisure of their home or
office. The tutorials can be reviewed at a
time convenient to the individual, The
first e-mail tutorial of “E-Struction™ will be
mailed September 24th.  Six more tutori-
als will be delivered thereafter - one each
week. The tutorials will include: 1.}
Accessing Electronic Library Resources
Fram OH-Campus (Remotes/Proxy Ser-
vice], 2.) Using ANNA, the Libraries’
Online Card Catalog, 3.} Using EBSCO-
Host Databases for Article Searching, 4.)
Using WebSpire Databases for Article
Searching, 5.} Using the JSTOR
Database for Article Searching, 6.) Using
Academic Universe for Arficle Searching.
7.) Retrieving Articles That Are Mot
Available Full-Text.

Far more information or 1o register for
“E-Struction,” wvisit the library instruction
page at htip:/ /www lib usm_edu/
nstructs or contact Mary Beth Applin
{Hattiesburg campus] 601-266-4245,
mary.applini@usm.edu or Kathy Davis
(Gult Coast campus) 228-867-8760,
kathy davis@usm.edu

INTRODUCING KUDZU
TO MISSISSIPPI
Both Mississippi State University and
the University of Mississippi are currently
laking part in the new interlibrary loan
project, Kudzu. The Association of South-
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News Briefs

eastern Research Libraries launched
Kudzu, a system ot linked online catalogs
at 14 research libraries across the South-
east, which connects more than 180,000
students and faculty to maore than 23 mil-
lion volumes, The systern allows users 1o
orowse the parficipating catalogs using a
single search interface, and to submir
interlibrary loan (ILL} requests directly to
the source library. Each participating insti-
tution agreed to make Kudzu LI
requests top priority and send articles via
fax or Ariel software and send books and
other non-book materials via Federal
Express. By expediting orders in this fash-
ion, turnaround time has been greatly
decreased for ILL transactions. Each par-
ticipating library absorbs the cost of these
rransactions that translates into no cost for
patrons,

U. N. DEPOSITORY AT MSU

Mississippi State University is joining a
select number of institutions worldwide
that serve as official keepers of UN. doc-
uments and publications.  Recent inclo-
sion of the university's Mitchell Memaorial
Library is a first for Mississippi. Designat-
ed by the United Nations Publications
Board, it joins nearly 400 other deposito
ry libraries spread among approximately
140 countries,  The alficial records of the
main U.N. argans, periodicals and the
United Nations Treaty Series are among
materials typically available at participar-
ing libraries. At M5U, they will be
housed in Mitchell Memorial Library's
government documents area,  LaDonne
Delgado, MSL Libraries’ government
documents coordinator, said printed doc-
uments “will he accessible during all
hours the library is open, with additional
online access to some documents.” For
more information about the UN. docu-
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ments at Mississippi State, contact
LaDaonne Delgado at (662) 325-7660 or

ldelgado@libran,. msstate edu.

NEW RESOURCE CENTERS

The Statistical Data Center at MSL)
provides access fto a collection of elec-
tronic data files, primarily in the social sci-
ences and business, with access to statisti-
cal resources via the Internet and com-
mercial vendors. |n addition to data
sources, the Statistical Data Center will
provide instructional support through the
provision of online searching quides,
instructional sessions, and one-on-one
research consultations. Available
resaurces include America FactFinder,
Inter-University Consortium for Political
and Social Research, MicroCase and
Research Insight/Compustat. The Statis-
tical Data Center is a virtual collection
with most resources available remotely or
at four specially designated computers
located in the MSU Libraries Reference
Room. For more information contact
Deborah Lee at 662-325-T682 or
dleed@librany, msstate, edu.

The Undergraduate Research Center
(URC) is a collection of popular under-
graduate reference materials that deal with
both sides of an issue (pros and cons) and
includes the following series: The Oppos-
ing Viewpoints Series, Contemporary
Issues Companion Series, Current Can-
troversies Series, At Issue Series, Infor-
mation Plus Series, and the CQ
Researcher, The URC also includes a
career center with a selection ol résumé
books, cover letler books, and career
encyclopedias. For more information
about the Undergraduate Research Cen-
ter, contact the Beference Department at
662-325-7667 or reference@library

msstate, edu.
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People in the News

SOLINET ELECTS NEW BOARD

Frances N. Coleman, [lean of
Libraries at Mis-
sissippi State Lini
versity, was elect-
ed Treasurer
of the e
SOLINET Board
of Direciors at
SOLINET s
Annual Member-
ship Meeting in
May in Atlanta,
Deorgia.

Frances N, Coleman

BPM BETA P5SI CHAPTER
STUDENT RESEARCH
COMPETITION

Tom Walker, Director of the School of
Library and Information Science at The
University ot Southern Mississippi,
announces the winners of the First Annu-
al Beta Phi Mu Beta Psi Chapter Student
Research Competition, Winners: San-
dra Haves, “An Analysis of the Digital
Imaging Processes Utilized by Selected
Archivists in Mississippi fo Determine the
Optimal model for the Digitization of the
Lauren Rogers Museum ot Art limber
History Photograph Collecnion.” and Sil-
via Judd. “Starlore: Five MNative Ameri-
can Muths " Finalisss: Robert Fowler,
“A Cataloging Needs Survey for Music
Faculty and Staff at The University of
Southern Jama
Lumumba, “The Larly History of Librany
Services Provided 1o Blacks in Mississippi
[ ¥66-14954 7 and Vivian J. Scoit,
*The Multiple
Overview,”
papers at the MLA conterence in Ucto

Mississippi,”

Intelligences: An
Winners will present their

T,

PEGGY MAY SCHOLARSHIP
AWARD 2001
Sheila Cork, assistant coordinator of

information services for the Hancock
County Library Systern, has been award
ed the 2001 Peaggy May Scholarship.
lhe Mississippi Library Association pre-
sents the scholarship annually to a library
science graduate student in honor of the
late Pegay May, a state librarian and
advocate for Mississippi library develop
ment.

PERSONNEL UPDATE

Hancock County Library System in
Bay 5t Louis recognizes Myra Haynes,
technical services manager, who was
honored with an anniversary luncheon for
her 20 vears ol service to the Hancock
County Library System. She received a
nlaque from the library Board of Trustees
and a proclamation trom the City of Bay
51, Louts.

Mary Perkins, public alfairs alficer,
was recognized by the Hancock County
Chamber of Commerce for her work with
1|-|'i:' [-_:|‘!|'|'T'|.*;li;‘r1'-. M["”'IIH_'[ :;:EIETL":{I_""\. '.r_-.l_:-rrl-
mittee. The committee is responsible for
the Business After Hours, ribbon cuttings
and the annual Business and Industry
Fupa,

Mississippi State University Libraries
announces the addition of two new faculty
members,  Jill Grogg (M5
of Tennessee, M. A, University of Missis-
sippi. BLA. University of Tennessee at
Chattanoogal has been named Assistant

Universing

Professor/ Instruction Services Librarian
and Cris Ferguson (M. 5. University of
[ennessee, B.A, University of Richmaond)
has been named Assistant Professor/ Seri-
als Librarian

LISM Libraries of The University of
Southern Mississippi welcomes a new
addition to its taculty, Phoebe Terry
(M_L.S., University of Alabama), as Gov
ernment Information Librarian. Returning
to LISM Libraries atter a year in Illinois,
Tracy Koch Englert (M5 University
af Winois, Urbana-Champaign) joins the
ibrary faculty as Catalog Librarian, Aftes
twelve vears of service to USM Libraries.
Dr. Carol Cubberley
Technical Services, retired from LSM
Libraries this May, 2001, For two years,
tromn 1997 to 1992 she served as editor

Direcior af

of Mississippi Libraries and later served
as treasurer of MLA, 1995 ta 1996,
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Mississippi Library Association

2002 Committee Preference Form

MName

Address

Library

Business Phone

E-Mail Address

Section: 4 ACRL,

1 Public

U Schoaol

J Special

Fosition

Home Phone

Jd Trustee 1 Friend

Get involved in MLA by joining a committee, Active parficipation by the membership is critical to the success of our Association,
Please rank, in order of preference, the committees on which you would like to serve. Also, indicate whether you have previous expe-

rence on the committee.

Committes
Archives & History
Awards
Conservation

Constitution, Bylaws &
Organizational Review

Continuing Education
 Lopyright Review

Election

Fiscal Management
~ Handbook

Information Literacy

Insurance

Experience?

.

L O 0O

O O oo Qo o

i

Committee
Intellectual Freedom
Legislative
Long Range Planning
__ Membership
~ MS Author Awards
Mominating
Mational Library Week
~ Publications
_ Publicity

Scholarship

Experience?

M

U U LU U U o0 LD e U

The MLA conference will be held October 2002 in Hattiesburg, MS. If vou are interested in serving on a conterence committee in
addition to or instead of the others, please indicate.

Exhibits

Hegistration

Foster Sessions

| ocal Arrangements

Hospitality

Please fill out and return this form to: Dr. Terry Latour, W.B. Roberts Memorial Library, Delta State University, Cleveland, M5 38733,
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Library Education Update

Column Editor: Thamas 0. Walker, Director, SLIS, The University of Southern Mississippi

T

Thomas. Walker@usm. edu

The Accreditation of Schools of
Library and Information Science

Schools of fibrary and information sci-
ence, under a variety of labels, have been
accredited by the American Library Asso-
ciation [ALA) for many decades. The
process of accrediting professional educa-
fion occurs for other fields as well {law,
medicine, and many others) and is a non-
governmental system of evaluation that is
voluntary. Like other accrediting pro-
grams, it exists to establish and maintain
standards of guality so that graduates
from accredited programs will be pre-
pared in a consistent and predictable way
as they enter the profession. The ALA is
the largest library organization in ihe
world and has members in every kind of
information-related institution; however, it
is not the only association in the profes-
sion and there is some concern that other
professional associations, such as the
Special Libraries Association, Society of
American Archivists, among several oth-
ers, should have an importan! role in
evaluating educational programs. As
attractive as that idea might be, this article
focuses on the accrediting activities of
ALA,

| here exist two major kinds of accredi-
tation for higher education, one at the
institutional level and the other at lower
unit or program levels, Regional and
national associations, such as the Com-
mission on Colleges of the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools,
accredit colleges and universities in Mis-
sissippi.  Programmatic or unit accredita-
tion focuses on discipline-specific educa-
tion or training and is frequently carried
out by specialized associations like the
American Bar Association, In our field,
the AlLA-accredited master's is considered
the standard entry-level degree. For
school library media specialists, the same

degree with a specialty in school library
media from an educational unit accredited
by the Mational Council for the Accredita-
lion of Teacher Education is the appropri-
ate lirst prolessional degree.

CONTINUOUS EVALUATION

Accreditation in general, and in the
case of our profession. is a condition of a
program, but it is also a continuing pro-
cess of assessing and improving the quali
hy of a profession’s educational programs.
Uniil 1992, the standards of compliance
in our field were quantified measurements
that were assumed fo accurately represent
the state of educational quality in library
and information science programs. In
1992, the Council of ALA adopted new
"Standards for Accreditation of Master’s
Programs in Library and Information
Studies™ (hitp
aa/stanindx himl), which place maore ol

A ala,org/alaorgs

an emphasis on qualitative assessment.
I'he process of continuous evaluation
ensures that the condition of accreditation
remains and provides a credential that sig-
nifies that the program fulfills a cammit-
ment to educational quality.

Warking threugh the ALA Office of
Accreditation, the COA proposes a Chair
of the External Review Panel based on
information about the program provided
by the school. The Chair of the External
Review Panel plans the evaluation, advis-
es in selecting the appointments 1o the
panel, and assigns responsibilities fo
panel members. The Chair is also
responsible tor the production of the
External Review Panel Report, and
appears at the COA meeting when the
accreditation decision is made. A school
submits a program presentation several
months before a site visit by the panel,

after which the panel submits its evalua-
tion to COA, which itselt makes the final
decision.

lhe process is an excellent opportuni-
by for the school to look at its program
and ather related programs and for the
other constituencies 1o fake note of the
school’s progress. It is an appropriate
time tor universily administrators, alumni,
emplovers, students, and the profession
in general fo assess a school and its pro-
gram, As intense as the process can be,
it is widely appreciated for its positive
effect on the growth of individual pro-
grams and for its effect on standards of
qualihy.

Following is a much-abbreviated form
of the 1992 Standards. For the complete
document, see htip://www ala.org

i
-'II-!I.lril il / '.'.Illil:lrl- F1ETTRI

I: MISSION, GOALS,
AND OBJECTIVES
A school's mission and program goals
are pursued, and its program objectives
achieved, through implementation of a
broad-based planning process that
involves the constituency that a program
seeks to serve. Consistent with the values
of the parent Institution and the culture
and mission of the school, program goals
and objectives foster quality education.
Program objectives are stated in terms
of educational results to be achieved and
reflect
* the essential character of the field of
library and information studies; that is,
recordable information and knowledge,
and the services and fechnologies 1o facil-
itate their management and use, encom-
passing information and knowledge cre-
afion, communication, identification,
selection, acquisition, organization
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and description, storage and retrieval,
preservation, analysis, inferpretafion,
evaluation, synthesis, dissemination,
and management

* the philosophy. principles, and ethics of
the field

* appropriate principles of specialization
identitied in applicable policy state-
ments and documents of relevant pro-
fessional organizations

* the value of teaching and service to the
advancement of the field

* the imporfance of research to the
advancement of the field's knowledge
hase

* the importance of confributions of
library and information studies to other
fields of knowledge

* the importance of contributions of other
fields of knowledge to library and infor-
mation studies

* the role of library and information ser-
vices in a rapidly changing multicultur-
al, multiethnic, multilingual society,
including the role of serving the needs
of underserved groups

# the role of library and information ser-
vices in a rapidly changing fechnologi-
cal and global society

* the needs of the constituencies that a
program seeks to serve.

il: CURRICULUM

The curriculum is based on goals and
objectives and evolves in response to a
systematic planning process,  Within this
general framework, the curriculum pro-
vides, through a variety of educational
experiences, for the study of theory, prin-
ciples, practice. and values necessary for
the provision of service in libraries and
information agencies and in other con-
fexis.

The curriculum is concerned with
recordable information and knowledge,
and the services and technologies o facil-
itate their management and use.  The cur-
riculum of library and information studies
encampasses mlormation and knowledge

creation, communication, identification,
selection, acquisition, organization and
description, storage and retrieval, preser-
vation, analysis, inferpretation, evaluation,
synthesis, dissemination, and manage-
rment.
i: FACULTY

The school has a taculty capable of
accomplishing program objectives.  Full-
time faculty members are qualified for
appointment to the graduate faculhy within
the parent institution and are sufficient in
number and in diversity of specialties to
carry out the major share of the teaching,
research, and service activities required
for a program, wherever and however
delivered. Part-time faculty, when
appoinied, balance and complement the
teaching competencies of the full-time
faculty. Particularly in the teaching ol
specialties that are not represented in the
expertise of the full-time faculty. part-time
faculty enrich the quality and diversity of a
program,

IV: STUDENTS

The school formulates recruitment,
admission, financial aid, placement, and
other academic and administrative poli-
cies for students that are consistent with
the school's mission and program goals
and objectives; the policies reflect the
needs and values of the constituencies
served by a program. The school has
policies to recruit and reftain a multicultur-
al, multiethnic. and multilingual student
body from a variety of backgrounds, The
composition of the student body is such
that it fosters a learning environment con-
sistent with the school's mission and pro-
gram goals and objectives.

V: ADMINISTRATION AND
FINANCIAL SUPPORT
The school is an integral vet distinctive
academic unit within the institution. Its
autonomy is sufficient to assure that the
intellectual content of s program. the
selection and promotion of its faculty, and
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the selection of its students are deter-
mined by the schoal within the general
guidelines of the institution.  The parent
institution provides the resources and
administrative support needed for the
attainment of program objectives,

The parent institution provides confin-
uing financial support sufficient to devel-
op and mainfain library and information
studies education in accordance with the
general principles set forth in these Stan-
dards, The level of support provides a
reasonahle expectation of financial viabili-
ty and is related fo the number of faculty,
administrative and support staff, instruc-
tional resources, and facilities needed to
carny out the school’s program of teach-
ing, research, and service,

VIi: PHYSICAL RESOURCES
AND FACILITIES
A program has access to physical
resources and facilities that are sufficient
to the accomplishment of its objectives.

ACCREDITATION REVIEW
OF USM SLIS

The School of Library and Information
Science at The University of Southern
Mississippl. which has had an accredifed
master’s program since 1980, and is one
of 56 institutions in the United States and
Canada with ALA-accredifed master s
programs, is currently preparing for the
program presentation tor the External
Review Panel. Alumni, students, faculty,
staff, administrators, and employving insti-
tutions will all contribute 10 the process ol
sell-evaluation that will culminate with a
site visit by members of the panel in
February 20002

If readers have guestions about the
process or other aspects of accreditation,
please contact SLIS. General intarrnation
about the accreditation process may be
found at the ALA web site under the
Office of Accreditation (http:/ /wwaw ala

args alaorgs oa/ accreditation, himl)
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Crowther, Hal. Cathedrals of Kudzw: A
Personal Landscape of the South. Baton
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press,
2000. 177 pp. $24.95 hardcover,

In this collection of essavs, distin-
guished journalist Hal Crowther defines
his interpretation of the Southern United
States. Crowther, winner of the 1992
H.L. Mencken Writing Award and nated
iournalist for Time, Newsweek, and more
recently the Oxford American, is clearly
fascinated with the idiosyncratic self-defi-
nition of southerners who persist in identi-
tving themselves primarily through their
region and their history, From the unusu-
al title to the last essay “The Cedars of
Lebanon,” the author provides a unique
view of southern culture.

The title, which so clearly announces
the regionalism of the work, originated
from one of Crowther's observations:
“The image that's in the book actually
came from a very specific thing that hap-
pened fo me one morning in Kentucky,
I'd been up pretty late the night before,
and when | woke up and looked out the
window, here were these enocrmaous but-
tresses and spires. It looked like the
Cathedral of Notre Dame covered with
leaves. And | thought, Good God — who
knows whai's under there” (http://
The reader
immediately has a vivid image of Crowther
pulling back the kudzu curtain covering
the South to reveal the undergrowth, and
as Crowther himself acknowledges, his
method of “pulling back the curfain™ is
not always delicate or easy,

The work is divided into four sections:
“The Pen: This is Qur Swamp,” “The
Sward: In Stonewall’s Shadow,” “The
Cross: Varieties of Religious Experience,”
and “Sweet Home Carolina: But Now |
See.” Southern writers, religion, and
what Crowther terms the region’s unigue
“retro-fixation” all put in an appearance in
this callection.

In the first section, “The Pen,”
Crowther imparts his interpretation of sew-

-Illl.:".-'!.'ui:_l nets erowther ||1rr|].

eral Southern poets and authors. In “The
Fen,"” Crowther does not tocus solely on

the past or on the life and work of these
authors, He manages to weave current
events through several essays.

In the nexi section “The Sword”
Crowther's essays deal with race, south
ern nostalgia. the southern class systemn,
and the death of George Wallace

Religion and peculiar southern adapta-
lions appear as the central theme of the
third section, “The Cross.” His essay enti-
tfled "A Feast of Snakes” provides an
unflinching ook into the “kudzu™ of south-
ern religion,

The last section of the collection
“Sweet Home Carolina™ is much maore
difficult to characterize than the previous
divisions, It seemns to be a realization of
Crowther’s hopes tor the future of the
South. Themes such as the need for
more tolerance, a re-evaluation of the
South’s direction, and Crowther's own
brand of nostalgia are all featured in the
essays of this last section

Cathedrals of Kudzy is an unusual
and imporant work on the past and pre-
sent of the American South through the
eves ol a sharp observer., Crowther's
work is highly recommended for public,
acadernic, and high school libraries. The
work has already been recognized as a
finalist tor Foreword Magazine's Book ol
the Year for 2001, and it would certainly
be a valuable addition to any collection.

Jennifer Ford
Special Collections Librarian
The University of Mississippi

Dalby, Robert. () Bed! () Breakfast!
Columbus, MS: Genesis Press, 2000.
$14.95 paperhack.

{) Bed! O Breakfast! by Mississippi
author Robert Dalby is a romance novel
with a twist of social commentary. Dalby,
a native of Natchez and a graduate of the

Uiniversity of the South, is also the author

of a 1993 novel entitled God of the
Door. O Bed! O Breakfasi! is a humar-
ous look at events surrounding the pro-
posed filming of a movie in historic Fort

Rosalie, Mississippi,

Fort Rosalie officials are pleased thal
they have prevailed over their archrival
Matchez and have won the right to host
the three-month location shoot for Whis-
pering Dixie. However, Juliette Cadbury,
the film’s producer and leading lady, has
received much publicity because of her
relationship with live-in lover Tim Reynal-
do, the film’'s leading man, Fart Rosalie’s
mathers and grandmaothers are in revolf
as they seek to protect the young people
of the city from the influences of Cad-
bury’s lifestyle. To make matters worse,
the film is based upon a book that local
citizens found distasteful because of its
unflattering portrayal of the South

During the months of filming Cadbury
plans fo stay in a local bed-and-breakfast
in order to immerse herself in southern
ambience. So, prior fo the shoot she
arranges a weekend in Fort Rosalie to
inspect the city's three bed-and-breakfasts
and select accommodations for the longer
stay. The bed-and-breakfast owners are
flamboyant characters with numerous
eccentricities, and each is desperate to
win the right to house the actress,

The events of the weekend prove to
be fruly outrageous. The bed-and-break-
fast owners sirive to outdo each other in
pleasing Cadbury. At the same fime, the
women of Fort Rosalie's Historic Preser-
vation Committee have organized them-
selves into the Casserole Patrol and are
marching the city's streets fo protest Cad-
bury's morals. The pressure is on for
Mary Dell Hoskins of the local Tourist
Bureau. who must support the endeavors
of the bed-and-breakfast owners and seek
to convince the Casserole Patrol to call
off the demonstrations,

The book is filled with strong women
characters. From Meqgita Pulliam Larose,
ieader of the (asserole Patrol, to Eola
Criffin, housekeeper of stately Betterslie
mansion, the women are all strong-willed
and are definitely the ones in charge
With the exception of Edding Denbo, the
poet owner of Betterslie, the male charac-
ters are less memorable,

Romance is everywhere in O Bed! O
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Breatfast! Characters such as Mary Dell
Hoskins, Edding Denbo, and even Juliet
Cadbury herself, all seem to he either
looking for love or experiencing passion.
While this book is certainly not serious lit-
erature, it is entertaining and would he a
good addition to adult fiction collections
of public libraries in Mississippi,

Sarah Spencer
Information Services Librarian
The University of Southern Mississippi

Kolin, Philip C. Willlams: A Streetcar
Named Desire, Cambridge, UK: New
York: Cambridge University Press,
2000. 229 pp. $54.95 cloth, $19.95

paper. %

This critical chronology of perfor-
mances of Streetcar Named Desire is a
volume In the series. Plavs in Production,
In the preface, series editor Michael
Robinson says, "Volumes in the series
Flays in Production, take major dramatic
texts and examine their transposition, first-
ly on fo the stage and. secondly, where
appropriate, into other media. Each book
includes concise but informed studies of
individual dramatic texts, locusing on the
original theatrical and historical context of
a play in relation 1o its initial performance
and reception followed by subsequent
major inferpretations on stage.”

Kolin, an English professor at The

Liniversity of Southern Mississippi, exam:-
ines reviews, play bills, directors’ notes,
stage managers nofes, sketches, actors’
memoirs and biographies and other
sources fo provide background for analy-
sis of the theatrical, historical, cultural and
social contexts of selected performances
ol Streefcar from 1947 through 1998,
He includes a critique of the original
music by Alex North which differentiated
the characters through utilization of the
Wagnerian leitmotif {a recurring musical
fragment related to some aspect of the
drama). The score is derived fram the
music of American pop culture.

After an exhaustive discussion of the
Broadway premiere in 1947, Kolin traces
the life of the play on the world stage from
Havana to Tokyo. Many cultural and
sacial reinterpretations have sparked
changes in a play that never ages. One
chapter is devoted 1o such changes agains
the backdrops of gender and ethnicity
The expansion and radicalization of the
script for these “productions reveal valid,
alternative ways of representing humor,
characterization, community, cultural anxi-
eties, and even tragedy in Streefcar.”

The adaptations in other media have
included film, ballet, teleplay and opera
with each medium uncovering “further
texts in and contexts tor Williams's play.”
The film, which won three Academy
Awards, is considered a landmark in
American cinema because it introduced
Method Acting to the masses and because

it 1= the first film score based on jazz.

In 1984, ABC Television broadcas
the first TV adaptation of Streetcar which
reinterpreted the script “in light of the vio-
lence of 1V culiure during that decade.”
The CBS “Playhouse 90" series pro-
duced a teleplay in 1995 that is the only
screen adaptation that remains faithful to
Williarms's script.

Andre Previn wrote the three-act
opera score for Streefcar in 1994 at the
request of Lotli Mansourl, whe directed
the San Francisco Opera in eight pertor-
mances in 1998, The score, which
received mixed reviews, is characterized
as displaying "undercurrents of Central
Eurcpean Modernism.”™ The librettist,
Philip Littell, “rearranged Williams's
prose to make it singable...to make room
tor the music.. trim a bit of fat.”

Kolin states that the opera is proof that
the characters, narrative techniques, poet-
ic nuances, visual poetry and haunting
sets created or inspired by Tennessee
Williams will continue to energize audi-
ences regardless of the medium of pertor-
mance. It will be revived and radicalized,
adapted and assimilated in the twenty-first
century and beyond. The book is recom-
mended for academic and public libraries
and for theatre organizations who antici
pate future productions of Streefcar.

Rashidah Z. Hakeem
Music and Blues Archive Librarian
Fhe University of Mississipni
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About Children’s Books

MICHAEL L. PRINTZ AWARD

Books intended for middle school and
high school readers were honored in
2001, the second year for the Michael L.
Printz Award. This new annual award,
created by the Young Adult Library Ser-
vices Association (YALSA), honors the
memaory of Michael L. Printz, who was a
schoaol librarian al Topeka West High
School in Kansas and who loved bringing
books and teenagers together, The
award, long awaited by young adult litera-
ture proponents, is for a hook that exem-
plities literary merit in voung adult lirera-
ture. A YALSA committee of nine librari-
ans has the enjovable but challenging task
of selecting one Printz Award and up to
four Honor Books, In 2000, the first
vear of the Printz Award, the winner was
Monster by Walter Dean Myers. The
Honor Books were Speak by Ellen Wit-
tlinger, Skellig by David Almond, and
Hard Love by Laurie Halse Anderson.

MICHAEL L. PRINTZ
AWARD, 2001

Almond, David. #ir's Wilderness, Mew
York: Delacorte, 2000, 229 pp. $15.95,

Kit Watson and his family mave to
Stoneygale, a coal-mining town in Enag-
land, Once there, Kit is drawn into a group
of his classmates playing a mysierious and
dangercus game called Death. The chil-
dren, ages twelve to fifteen, gather in John
Askew’s den, a hole dug in an area occu-
pied long ago by an ancient pit.  Each time
they gather., one of them is chosen to die.
The chosen one pretends to die. Only
thirteen-year-old Kit and their leader, John,
see ancient ghosts of children who worked
in the mines.  Allie Keenan, also thirteen.
whao intends fo be an actress, becomes
Kit's triend. She fries 1o protect him and
warns him against getting involved with the
aame and with John Askew.  Allie calls Kit
“Mr. Perfect. Mr. Nice. Mr. Butter
Wouldn't Melt.™ Kit's involvement with
John Askew and with the mystery of the
mines accelerates and places them both in
grave danger. Peter Butts, Chair of the
Printz Award Selection Committee
describes Kit's Wilderness in a January
2001 Press Release by the American

Library Association: “In lyrical fashion,
Kit's story melds the darkness of the pasi
with bright hope for the future. Almond
creates a heartbreakingly real world fused
with magic realism as he juggles several
plot elements with dexterity. He also leads
the reader to understanding how life can
be seen through the prisms of space and
time.” Recommended for grades 6-9.

PRINTZ HONOR BOOKS, 2001
Coman, Carolyn. Many Siones.
Asheville, NC: Front Street Press,
2000. 160 pp. $15.95.

Also a winner of the National Book
Award for juvenile tiction, Many Stones is
the spare story of Berry, a fourteen-year-
old girl, grieving for her murdered older
cister, Laura. Berry and her estranged
father fravel fo South Adrica, where Laura
was murdered while volunteering in a
schoal. Berry has difficulty with emotion
al acceptance of Laura’s death, and her
journey to South Africa is a journey of
griet. At the end of the journey Berry
begins to heal and begins to reconcile dif-
terences with her father. Coman's ele.
gant narrative effectively sets individual
anguish within a political sefting. Recom-
mended for grades 7-12.

Plum-Ucci, Carol. [he Body of
Christopher Creed. San Diego, CA:
Harcourt, 2000, 248 pp. $17.00.

First novelist Plum-Ucci has crafted a
disturbing, complex story that goes well
bevond the mystery of a missing person.
Sixteen-year-old Torey Adams’ perfect life
is permanently changed with the disappear-
ance of obnoxious Chris Creed. No one
seems 1o know what happened to Chris.
As tar as Torey and his childhood friend Ali
are concerned, Chris could have commil-
ted suicide, been murdered or kidnapped.
or just run away. The pursuit of possibilities
is par of the fun of this mystery, but more
serioushy the idea that Chris has lead a mis-
erable life plagues Torey and his friends.
Revelations about adult secrets in the small
Mew lersey town begin to emerge and add
to the ugliness thal surrounds Chris's fate.
Intriguingly, readers do not learn exactly
what happened to Chris, but there are

enough hints fo assume that he is alive and
plans to stay hidden.

Rennison, Louise. Angus, Thongs
and Full-Frontal Snogging: Confessions
af Georgia Nicolson. New York;
HarperCollins, 2000, 247 pp. $15.95
Geargia’s diary may remind you of
another British teen featured in Adrian
Mole, Age 13 374 by Sue Townsend.
Instead of centering a story on a British
boy, this novel centers on a fourteen-year-
old British girl. CGeorgia’s daily writings
reveal big doses of teenage joy and angst
Readers will laugh out loud at Georgia's
antics as she tries to control her three-year
old sister, her wild cat, her parents, her
best friends, and her boviriends, Preparing
for a date, Georgia says, "Maybe | won't
go to school tomorrow fo give myself time
fo get made up in a natural way,” For
American teens, Rennison adds a glossany
of British words at the end with definitions
that are flippant and tunny
political correctness from this fresh and
irreverent character. To use Georgia's
expression, the novel is "Fabbity fab fab!”
Recommended for grades 6-9.

[Jon't expect

Trueman, Terry. Siuck in Neuwiral,
MNew York: HarperCollins, 2000. 128
pp. $14.95

In Stuck in Neutral by Terry True
man, fourteen-year-old Shawn McDaniel
= a gifted mind and a jovtul spirit stuck in
a body made uncontrollable by cerebral
palsy. Even his parents, brother, and sis-
ter don't know that he can read and
remember everything he hears. They
don't know that his daily seizures are not
torture, but an out-of-body pleasure for
him. Shawn gradually realizes that his
father has decided to kill him fo end what
they both are suffering. Despite Shawn's
terrible situation, he is a fresh, irreverent,
and funny character. This unusual story
is one readers will continue to think
about, Recommended for grades 6-10.

Rosemary Chance

Assistant Professor, 51LIS

The University of Southern Mississipp
Rosemary. Chance@usm. edu
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